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*Wherein s held forth, —_— 
ſe hac The Feaſt of Chriſts Nativity is Grounded upon 6 Apure 

was Obſerved in the pure, ancient, Apoſtolique times 3 and is Ln 2 

| Reformed Cburches. =o 

» Thac Chriſt was born on the 2 5th. day of December, and all of yjes Rigg b, 

T torke contrary refuted, - 0 

ITT- That the keeping holy the Lozds Day was- appointed by th 

Church; and that the Morality and Divine Inſtjcucian of the } 

are mere iRions. 

| IV, That the Day of Chrifts Nativity, che Day of his als 
the like; have equall Authority, equall Antiquity, equal] Rig 

F- .*  vedasthe Is vs Dap; and that to work on thoſe Daxes is is ev 
='2 bay r\ 'V. That the Obſervation ofrhe Dabbath Day is aboliſhed 

| that to call the Lozds Day the Sabbath, is s ſenficlſe,.} +1 

"+3 ſtian, unwarrantable. 
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Bullinger, Decad. 2. Serm. 4. | 
uemvk nullibi legatur, &'6, Though it is no where read, that 
4 wloy ned inthe Rrvings of the Apoſtles 3 yet becauſe in the ft 

ne of the firſt Table the care of Religion, and the diligent 

L; rd worſhip is ned x7 it were contrary to Piety,and C 

.. _,r*10 ſanGike the Lords Day ; z eſpecially (ceing that outward 

} <& a ſer time, and an holy reſt : The ſame we ought, tal 

. Feaſts of the Lord Cbrift, in which we celebrate rhe 

this Nativity, Incaruation, (ircumciſeon, Paſſion, Reſurrefion, Aſcenſion i 

pn down of the Holy Ghoſt upon. his Diſciples. | 
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To all that love the Lord Feſus, and bu 
TRUTH, 


Grace, Health, and Happineſſe, be»  -- 
multiplyed. 5 


Brethren, 


Ta Mongſt thoſe wholeſome and heaven!y duties 
LEADS 


We) recommended. in the New Teftament, there is 
£4 none more earneſtly preſſed upon us, then our 
ITE EU Duty of Trying and Examining the DoRtines, 
RN cven of thoſe who profeſle themſelves Teachers, 
Pat) Prophets, Minifters of Chrilt : Take heed What : 
you hear (a) ; Prove all things, hold faſt that Which t good (b) ; Be- a) Mar. «us, |} 
lieve not every ſpirit, but try the ſpirits, whether they beof GOD ; b) 1 Thek ys © 
For many falſe prophets are gone ont into the World, faith St.obn (c), *- A 
Falſe teachers there ſhall be, ſaith St. Peter (d) Falſe prophets ſhall 5 Lok. wh J 
ariſe, and deceive, if it Were poſſible, the very eleft , but take hted ; "x 
behold, I have foretold you aff things, faith our Bleſſed Saviour (e). e). Mark 23. - | : 
And indeed, from the negleR of theſe Divine Warnings, and the 22,24. - - 1; 
taking up of doAtrines, praofes, uſes on trult without examinati- 0.25Y 
on,it is,that ſo many Hereſies,Ses,Fations, and perverſe Opini» | 
ons have taken root, and ſprung up amongſt us : Hence ſo:much 


Zeale Without knowledge (f) ; ſo much LeRucing and Learning he F F 


©*z.; 


xg 


Fy © 4 
j 


Withont profiting (g) ; ſo much ſiding (þ), and having mens perſons &) » Timm 3.7% 5 
in admiration 5) 8 ſo much toſſing in CR = ſailing o .1-Corc3e \ | 
every Wind of Daftrine, which way ſoever their Teachers pleaſe ; 3? Jude = 
inſomuch as an experienced Minilter hath. long ſince teſtified, we ) bes 
6nd (ſaith he) the ſpirits of the people of this Kingdome (ESPECI. «= 
ALLY of the City, and the parts adjacent ) that profeſſe, or pretend, L) Ed 
to the power of Godlineſs,yeady to take ANY imprefſions,and-ta be caſt k) horny, 
ints AN Y mould that hath bat the appearance of a ſtrifter way (k). : 
A 2 Now 
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(2) 

Now, that our Examinztions may proceed upon clear and in- 
fallible gronnds,we muſt know,that the Ry/e and Mark of Truth, 
: is not the compoſed looks, and outward ſanQtity of the Tezctier , 
I for even falſe prophets ſhall come to you (laith Chriſt) in ſreeps 
1 Mat. 7.15. Clothing (1) ; and we read of Arize, Pelagirrs, and diverſe others, 

who though notorious Hereticks, yet to the eye of the world 

were men of unblameable Converſations, and outwardly Reli- 
| gious : Nor is it ſmooth and fair language ; for, through covet- 

ou[neſſe ſhall the Falfe T eathers, (faith St.Peter) uſe flattering,and 
m2 Pet.2, 3. fained woras (m) * Bur the ſure and alone ltedfait Rale of Truth 

n Gal. 6.16. js the molt Sacred word of Go Þ (») ; unto which all Teachers 
; 4 :16- muſt ſubmit (0), and by which all DoRrines muſt be tryed, and 
in 2 7.39 ex1mined, not with a bare turning overthe leaves of the Bible, 
; and finding out the Seripture-words, (as ſome think it is all they 
| þ1 Per.r.70, have to doe) but through a"#lgenr i:quiry and ſearch (p) into 
1 | the ſenſe and meaning of Go D s holy ſpirit ; like as the Bere- 
ans in the e4:, who, though rhey received the word with all rea- 
: dixeſſe of mind, yet they ſearched the Scriptures daily, Whether thoſe 
 g ARs 17. 13. things were ſo, as Pant preached (9), 

Accordirg then to this Rule let the following Treatiſe be x3. 

r 'Extentpo- mined ; let thoſe greate and progigios (r) Diſputes concerning ſet 
| digioſe difuts- dayes and times toG OD S pablique Service be brougnt to this 
| _ Frvrg touch ſtone of Truth,God s Holy Word ; Let us er:e,let us ſearch 
” ave omega WHAT IS by 21] parties delivered, and whatſoever is founded on, or 
b Sor ex falſa agreeable to the Divine Truth, embrace we muſt ; whatſoever is 
- pexfuafione, quod ſwarving from, or repugnant thereunto, retaine we may not ; 
oporteat in Ec- though it come backed with a multitude (1) and be upheld by the 
| Cleſia cultum eſſe higheſt of worldly powers. In order therefore to the right under- 
| femilem Levin- - , - 
F *. Vide Con- ſtanding of this Controverſie, we ſhall ſer downe in brief, what is 
þ fels. Auguft. in Tr#th, and what is Erroxr, that by comparing them together, 
| Append. ad they nay (as colours that be direRly oppoſite) render cach other 
F rs Cmfeſ: the more diſcernable. 
: 46 0 And firſt, Moſt evident it is, that from the creation of Azam, 
| unto the time of 7oſes, the Scriptures, but in one onely place, 
have mentioned Gop s ſetting apart a day to his Service; and 
that is in the ſecond of Geneſss, ver. 2, 3. where it is ſaid, That 
God reſted on the ſeventh day from ## his work Which he hat made, 
and Fork TyHaT CausEt bleſſed the ſeventh day, axd ſanTified it, 
But Whes this bleſſiog and fanRtitication firſt was, or to Whom: firlt 
| enjoyned 


enjoyned, 4 5 TRY 
enpdth Text eprth nt nd eo pakewal 
ment with modeſty ws gh tre ule ra ns by'cote 260. it ea. 
fallible and cert [ty, and not to.obtrude it upo is owne judge: r Exod; 16 
_ ” _ crutch, c upon others for-an =— 23ox'F,26 tv: (© 
,1roMmt F WIE 
undeniable, that EONS De avio | ITE 2; 3 
ſ 5 [4 e Jewiſh E aAViIOUrs Paſli wig um.28.1 ft £ 
eventh day; (r) her m | turch had her week! ion, it is 7? Exod.12 g 
all of them by G O ns. Feaſts () her yferl y Fealts oa the ;, 245: 5M 
of them Feaſts of ihe In wg py a C_ (w)and if 24-27-3688 
— ſerwile wor L vols OE _ Lord, holy = oo all <4.23 wank. 
- 5 er our I SM 88ns, Elit. , 6 
Rice an ions Paſſion, th y Rom. 
el eereremien cincies that GOD eek nts com witrugy 
ocker ; Finobis one day for his pnblique { under the Go- whom 14 14. 
and drinks (y) whic hays day, and not obſervin LIES then: doh bs 
it is a part of that Z en themſelves (3) are thin 1g A day, Are as Meat Col.2.1 þ bg 
ro make choyce 0 ry erty WhereWwith Chriſt Fir indifferent: And © a 
_ pablique as many and times for G —_ y free, (a) , _ $-49- 
' e FOI þ ; ans - 
2 uply condemn, not onel wt ir is, that che Acting As nments, oY 
4 aths, and Ceremonie y the obſervance of Jewiſh $ Goc ſo fol-26.1.60. 
times, 2s things abſolu is (6) but alſo of any wiſh Feſtivalls, f, £2ncb, #4 
of dayes, wodb and ds te Says . aſh _— dayes and leg vs 
— OI ney Yu ora ny» e Pie. 
pon this | \ (c}, rhe Libellum,cui ti« 
pure, ancient _ therefore of Chriſtian L | | —_— the 
the obſervation of i poſtolicall Churches t iberty the moſt Ds ; 
convenient for G mp dayes, as to each = eupand ordained C.3-p.11, - \Þy 
weekly, or goes an S ſervice. (e) Which _ ſeemed moſt - Juſtin. Mar- 
obſerve onely the ſd () Forthe week ; fonre Churches dd Citi, 
med elocke Lzrdchndn: SC wacos Hed Churches did | Sozom: þ>.: 
Some did obſerve —_ memory of our Lord Ars they na- © lr 
pr obſerved the rr nc memory of Cm nn ls. 3 
ath onely, (5 S FA ” —"_ 1 
ſome oh Fray 23S; "—_ od re _ both the at Hager 
Sunday. (n) A nd Sunday, (m) om ay, and Friaay, (I I Socel.5.6 _ 
, red buc (#) "_h _ the Anniverſary _— Friday, ( m > 
higheſt eſteeme ho Thoſe of generall ich were celebra- 1.4 Cn 
called Chriſtmas yg = Day of, Chrilts = OCR and Wo TO" 1 
(p)with us called Good z e day of Chrilts ſuf vil, (0) with us * Hieronym 
- Friday;ehe day of his Ring ro the Creſſe, [2 inGalat6-g | 
A 3 ſong againe from the on HS: - 
dead, p Marks 15.42-- 


| (4) 
9) Lak.24.7.6. dead, (q) with ns called Zafter-day : The day of his A/cen/ron 5n- 
r) AQs 1. IT. 2 heaven, (r) with us called Holy Thurſday ; the day of Chriſt his 
2 John 15-25. [ending downe the Holy Ghoſt, (s) with us called 1/hit-SunJay. And 
6234 here, it will be expedient to take notice of three things worthy 
out remembrance : Firſt, that the moſt ancient Records and Hi. 
ſtories ofthz Church doe m-ntion the obſerving of the Lords 
day, and thoſe Anniverſary dayes aforenamed, but xot the time 
t) Magdeburg. when Chriſtians began to keep them holy : (t) And therefore to af. 
Cent. 1.0.2.c.6. firme that theLords day was ſolemnized before the day ofChriſts 
) ; oe bs for Nativity, Paſſion, and the reſt, is no other then a bare aſſertion 
rillows iLiterate Without book. ( ) Secondly, admit the Lords day were the firſt 
pampbles calcd, Chriſtian Feſtivall ; yet cannot that day by ſuch \precedency of 
Chriſtmas, the time (a thing meerly circumſtantial.) be the more ſobligatory to 
mas 1pmogh us, ſince the Anniverſary dayes were inſtituted by the ſame autho. 
5 mg "x * rity, upon the ſame ground, to the ſame end. (w) Thirdly, from 
w) This & pro- Che time of the Apoltles unto the wn of Conſtantine the Great, 
ved in our An- the Chriſtian Chyrches enjoyed, and ſtifly maintained (x) their 
ſwer to Maſter ſeyerall cuſtomes in the free obſervation of dayes to GODS 
Jo. Hemings publique ſervice : But, when Conſtantine had gotten poſſeſſion of the 


By = whole Roman Empire,(y) and was become (as it were) Lord of the 
Cap. 2:2. Yorld, none mult then preſume to vary from his judgement and 
y) Sozom.l.1. pratice ; and about the yeer of ſalvation 324. (z) his Imperiall 
wn Con. Decree, or Edift went forth, commanding all Within bis Domini 
) = 0s fo reverence and ſet apart the Lords day to divine duties, and that 


nol lib.6. all Magiſtrates and Rulers whatſoever ſhould ſee it performed: (2) 
's) Euſeb.de After which Decree, partly through fear of puniſhment, partly 
vitz Conſtant. attured by: the example of the Emperonr and his Sacceſſors, 
m4 I ” - (which experience teacheth us to be very attraRive) (5) the Chrt. 
COT {tian people did by degrees let fall che obſervation of other dayes, 
comporiturorbis. and fo the Lords day became the alone weekly Feſtivall, as we 
fe it in our time. Howbeit obſervable it is, that the ſaid Decree of 

(onftantine, is as clear and full for the {tri@and reverent celebra- 

tion of the Anniverſary Feats, as of the Lords day, The words of 

the Decree are, That all who are ſubjeft to the Roman Empire, 

ſhenld reſt from all labonr on the dayes entitled by our Saviours 

Name, and ſyould reverence them, for the memory of thoſe things 

which were done on thoſe dyes by the common Saviour of u« 

e) Euſcb.di, Ne (C) ; | 
tor. Thus we have ſh:wed what is Truth : we come now unto Er- 
ronr, 


« 


| 
! 
| 
[ 
' 


your, Whick (according to the old ſaying) #5 manifold ; (4) but the d) Error eff . 
molt remarkable opinions, or rather phanſi:s, are three, The firſt 97% pics, 
js, of the 01d Sabbatarians, who teach,rhat the keeping of the Sab- 
bath or ſeventh day of the week , namely Satterday, ts a anty Me- e) See J.Ock- 
rall and Naturall, and ſo obliging all men at all times. (e) To prove fords dodtrine 
this they bring us two Reaſons ; one is, Becawſe the Sabbath was If the fourth 
appointed by G O D, ard obſerved by Adam in Paradiſe, But here- A 
uoto we anſwer; Firſt,with Tertullian,let them ſhew 1 that Adam, {1 cup: 
or Abel, or Enoch, or Noah, or any of the Patriarchs did ever keep xaffe, au Abel, 
the Sabbath. (f) Secondly, Every appointment or command of aw Bnoch,gc 
G OD to eAdam in the ſtate of Innocency was not Morall ; for Dus aduaſ. 
iffo, then GODS command of ot eating the forbidden fruit ) mg. 
(g) ſhould be Morall and bindiog to us, which were grofſe to af- Fj Gena1.29% 
firme. Thirdly ; Weread that Adaw and Eve were created on the 28.31. 
fixth day : (hb) that immediately after their creation, they were ') Compare | 
Placed in the garden of Eder, (:) and that in the cool or evening —_ - "w 4 
( 4) of the day, GOD walkedin the garden, called unto Adam ; ar- | Varablon = 
raigned both him and her for eatizg of the forbidden fruit, and Gen.3.8. © 
preſently caſt them out of Paradiſe, //) ſo that Adam was neither 1) Gen.3.8,9, 
in innocency nor in Paradiſe on the ſeventh day. (y) THEIR 7? Coy: 23 Þ 
other Reaſon for the Morality of the Sabbath is, Becauſe the obs p20 cru, 
ſervation thereof was delivered in Mount Sinai, and enjoyned by the Ger. g ou a. 
fourth commandement. Unto which we anſwer ; Firſt, that all the | | 
wards which G O D ſpake at the delivery of the Law in Moune 
Sina were not Morall;For thoſe words in the Preface,»bich have | 
brought thee ont of the land of Egypt, ont of the houſe of bendage, (n) , £x09, 10. 2. 
cannot (in a literall ſenſe, according as they were ſpoken) be q 
plyed to any other people then the Jewes. Secondly, if all the 
words ſpoken by God in Mount Sine; were Morall, then wby 
is not the fifteenth verſe of the fifth chapter of Deuteronomy,inſer- 
ted into our Copies of the Decalogue, ſeeing Hoſe: teltifieth, that 
the Lord ſpake thoſe Words in the Mount, (6) as well as the reſt Þ o Deut, 5.2 2... 
Thirdly, upon a due and ſerious conſideration of the words com- 
monly reputed within the fourth Commandement, we (hall find, 
that they contain in them a double Precept ; The one General,the 
other Special, Tut General Precept is, Remember the ſabbath, On 
or relt day to keep it holy: (p) Wherein foure things are required, ? 5x06-22.5-- 
Firſt,there muſt be a ſer day or time for GODS ſervice. Second. a 

ly, that day muſt be a day of re/?,from our oxdinary labour, Third- 


ly,. 


a 6 ) < 
ly, it mult be kept hol : : 
divine tne. 24g w. ow in the worſhip of GOD and 
qRom119-22 dayes and obſzrve th y, we mult remember, both to have fach 
x Niſfcents ſta (OT as cm. And that this Preceptis Morall and Na- 
ruriſquerempori> £ral! the very light of reaſon hath evidenced unto all men: 
bus, ad res druſs, From the view of this glorious fabrick of th | oe Geng 
nas adminiſtren--mirable beauty, order, and vari - of t e world, from the ad- 
das niamur, pI gf conſcience in evill doing ao oft m7 800007 mer oy 
> fag 0 vage people are INES " 'G 6D. 4's 9s broaden 
y0un;ulmn ON | ; : 
'convenire porc- Then he mult be ſerved,becaufe on him is ou pany; "CCD. 
rit, ut audias ſerved, then there mult be a day or time ſe cams m0 A Term wh 
EN Che ini men beino.u ay or time ſet apart for his ſervice, 
WG in-and if chere ben 2.0 pon uncertainties can never afſemble;(y ) 
Chro.6.An. ok wh _ c —_ or time ſet apart for his ſervice, then muſt 
9 apt ions > 2-006 teg rang 
II, And if we reſt from Jo anon na _ =—Y wire _ 
2 Col.2.16. 52 holy duties, elle the day is — Runs WE WU inppvey dev ſaber 
li. of idleneſſe, which nk IT of mo as a day 
3132. PBullin- S$1x dayes ſalt thou labour, &c. ( s) And herein y m__ _— Ga, 
2r. Dccad. 2. ſhadow of Morahity appearcth : F h aw 4 ne ir 
Serm.4.Danew WorlZ in ſix dayes, refted th : For, tnat GOD created the 
Ethic. Chriſti- 1,90; for labogr, i e ſeventh, hallowed it, and allowed fx 
an.1.2.c.10. hors - 0 Y it was meerely of his divine will and pleaſure ; 
Z.anch. in expl. 7." $ nothing in nature, nothing in reaſon, but that GOD 
Precept.q. Ur- Might have finiſhed theCreation in ſx minutes,as well xs /; 
fin Catechet.g, nor is-the ſeventh day in nature more hol b yp 495; 
103. Polan. have appointed any other d 0:9 hte 
ueag.Theo® (1146 with Saint y other day as well as that, Wherefore we con- 
22>. Du aint Pard, that the obſervation of the Sabbath or (e- 
Malin in bis VERN day-was Ceremoniall; (z) not Morall ; and by conſequ- 
Treatiſe of Tra- Ehis Precept was 2 part of the Ceremoniall Liw « aocy- 
ditious « 20. in Chriſt,(w) and is now jultly ſer afide b , (#) abrogated 
as Pride- -- The fecond Oviaion i J o7 aſide by all Chriſtian Churches, 
auxbic Lef. of gu 7h al RN is, 0 the Anabaptiſts and Libertines, wt 0 
the Sub. ſet. 3. - new ofy ? - = as & times to GODS Service are url awful. (x) 
Carpenters $ 15 GLTECTIY againſt the fourth Commandement : and a 
* Geography, 1. 1. for their reaſons; ſnch as they be, you have them b l 4 
of 4: 238, andconfuted in the following Trcatife (7) 6 rings 
Heb. ——_ or vor Opinion is, of the new Sabvatarians, who dream of 
lake. de - © CEC Way berwixt a Jew and a Chriſtian ; and this they uſu 
' Ceſ.Conſcient. ally lay down in two Propoſicions, The firlt is That th Yard; 
Z L.2.ct3.(aſ.1, Day, or firſt day of the Weeke a [ S ; pr E—_ 
3 Se. 29 $3bbath * The next is, That : namely Sunday, may be called the 
| d ; The next is, That the Obſervation of the Lords Day #4 a 
Aorall 


| 


(7) 
Morall duty enjoyned by G O D himſelfe, "aud declared both by the 


dofarine, and pradiice of C hrift, and b15 Apoſt les (a). The firſt appea+ 


rance of this kinde of Tezchers was in the yeare of oy 
1595 (6), neer the end of the Reign of Queen Elizadight vi 
becauſe they are neither able ro prodnce dire Scripturl® #642 
lid rcafon for what they ſay, they labour to ſupport tlicir>t 
ceits by fallafies, fa'ſicivs, and wreſtings of G o y s Holy-Word, 
25 upon ſcanning their proofs will be manifelt co the meaneſt ca- 
pacicy. For their ficſt Propoſition;they alledge two Reaſons why 
the Lords Day may be called the Sabbath; One is, Becauſe the 
Sabtach ſignifies a relt ; and therefore the Lords Day being a relt, 
may be called the Sabbath, * But to this we Anſwer,it is falſe thac 
the Sabbath (ignifies a Reſt 3 For when by Cuſtome of ſpeech a 
common name is reſtrained to a particular place,thing, or perſon, 
it then becomes a Proper name, and fo loſing its community, 
does fignitie that only particular,anto which by cutome of ſpzech 
it isapplyed ; as for inſtance, tbe temple is 2 common name fig- 
nifying the church ; yet in London, where by cuſtome of ſpeech 
this name, The Temple, is reſtrained to an Inns of Court, it is 
falſe, and abſurd to ſay you were at The Temple, and mean the 
Charch of Saint Giles : In like manner the ſabbath is a common 
name ſignifying the reſt ; yet in the Chriſtian Charch, where by 
culkome of ſpeech (c) (according to Gop s holy Phraſe through- 
out the Old and New Teſtament (4) chis name, The Sabbath, 
is reſtrained to the Jewiſh weckly Feſtival,it is falſe and abſurd to 
ſpeak of The Sabbath, and mean The Lords Day, Their other rea- 
ſon why the Lords Day may be called,7 he Sabbath, is, Becanſe the 
Lords Day ſucceeded in the roome of the Sabbath, Bat if this Argu- 
m<nt be good, then may Baptiſme be called Circumciſnn, the 
Lords Supper the Paſſeover, and King James Queene Elizabeth. 
As for the ſecond Propoſition; wherein they affert rhe Aorality, 
and Divine inſtitution of the Lords Day ; their Reaſons are at large 
debatcd in the following Treatiſe, * and therefore we ſhall here 
take notice on!y of three, The ficlt is, Becauſe (ſay they) Adm, 
according to GODS command kept the Sabbath in the ſtate of inzo 
cexcy (EC). But this allegation is falſe; for, (25 we have proved 


. before). Adam fell in the ſixth day; and our new Sabbararians 


;* ® 
(a) - See, The 
'Praftice of 


w3#Dotor Twiſſe, 
. » 4.4 : n M 
- 


Walker, Ley, * © 
Sbephcard, Ni. * 
cholas and Ri 
chard Byfiuld,. - 
Martindale, Ab- 
bot, in their 

Treatiles of 


the Sabbatks. * 


Scudder in his 
Chriſtians daily 
Walk, &c, 

(b) See Rogers 
Preface to his 
Treatiſe upon. 
the 39. Articles 
* Liay,Sunday a 
Sabbath, C. IJ» 
P-7 9+ 


c) Chriſtians 
©) olenne ab- 
ſtinere 2 v0:4- 
bali apud Fu- / 
deos muſu: ideo 
raro leguniur 
vocabulum Sab - 
bati uſurpaſse. 
Dies Domini- 
Ca |. 1.6. Fo 
(3) Ley Sun- 
day 4 Sabbath. 
P.14. & 16T. 
* Sec our An- 
{wer to Miſter 
Tof. Hemings 
th. <Quare. 4 
(e) pot 4 
of Picty, Pcins 


ted by R, T. p. 283, Dies Daminica. 1. 1..c. 8, Du Bartas, in the ſeventh day of the Week. 
B them- 


CY 


(8) 

themſeſves upon ſecond thoughts have publiſhed, That the /ke- 

lieſt opinion to be true, t,That Man fell the firſt day of ha Creation : 

Which «(ſay they) the more probablegbecauſe if Adam and Eve had 

/ lodged in Paradiſe one night, his firſt child had not been begotten in 
© bus owne Iikeneſſe, that is, in the ſtate of corruption anto which be 
| '& x5 Aſ. fel(f). B:lides, what is the ſanRification of the Sabbath ſpoken 
27 oopepy . ofby roſes in the ſecond Chapter of Geneſis, to our obſer- 
24, | ving the Lordsday?. That was appointed to be kept on the ſe- 
venth, and laſt day of the week ; this is kept on the firſt day 
of the week : That was the day in which GO D reſted from his 
g:Gen.2,2. Workof Creation(g );This is the day in which GOD began to create 
þGen.l.l. yÞs heaven and the earth ( h) : That was onr Satwrday ; This is our 
* Sunday. THEIR ſecond proof for the Morality of the Lords 
Day is, from the fourth Commandement ; where they ſeek to 
| corrupt the very Text, and would pzrſwade us that as for Tas 
| +» Lhd ſeventh day, we muſt read A ſeventh day ; (i) as if G O D did not 
of þ bJ2 x5. there ſet apart a certain day of the week, but left it to manto 
269 4 Byfict4, Keep which of the ſeven he pleaſed. Unto which we anſwer, that 
Dofrine . fthe this conceit is not onely againſt the letcer of all our Tranſlations, 
Sabbab.y.116. but even repugnant to the ſenſe of the Commandement ; For 
IH7, the words are expreſſe, that G O D bleſſed and ballowed the Sab- 
bath day, that Sabbath day was the ſeventh day, that ſeventh day 
was the day in which 5 0 D reſted from his ſix dayes work, of Crea« 
k Compere Exo. tion. (k) Nay, grantit were true (as theſe men would have) tha 
20010, T1. with this Special Precepe does exaRtly oblige us,and that no particular 
Gen.2.2,3. gay of the ſeven was by G O D appointed to be kept holy; then 
may we ſet apare Munday orTueſday,or any other day toGODS 
ſervice,as well as Sunday;and ſo by their own argument,the Lords 
day is no more Morall then any other day of the week, Tyz 1K 
third proof is, from the title or name Lords day, which (ſay they) 
| cannot be for any other reaſon, but becauſe it ts of the Lords inſtitu- 
1R. Byfietd, tion. (1) Weanſwer, this is falſe ; For the Lords day is not ſo 
Doctrine of the called, becauſe it was inſtituted by the Lord, but becauſe it is de- 
Sabbatb.p.123- dicated to the Lord;as we commonly fay,Saint aries Church, or 
Dics Dominica. Sint Peters Church;which no man did ever imagine, were built 
L 1G. 5:P-24+ gr founded by Saint Afary, or Saint Peter. 

: And now, Brethren, Ye that love the Lord Jeſus and bus truth, 
know, that for your ſakes theſe things are written ; and be ye ex- 
borted,ſerioufly to weigh and conſider the premiſſes with = fol- 

| wing 


| (9) | . 
ſowing Treatiſe, G:ve not heed to ſeducing ſpirits and doflrines of m Holy dajes 
devils, who command to abſtain from meats, (m) Which GOD hath 7: Pos pes IJ 
created to be received of them which believe, and know the truth, (n) —_— = 24 

Dajyes there muſt be to G O DS ſervice, and certainly, it « more , 7 anch. is. on 
worthy of praiſe, and more profitable ts ſanftifie thoſe which the anci- precepr.de diebus * 
ent, Apoſtolique, and purer (hurch did alſo accuſtome to ſantlifie.(o) Felt. q. 2. | 
Wherefore let us keep to the old paths, where is the yood Way, and rhe Ta of 4 
walk therein;(p) and whenſocver oportunity ſhall be given, letus p,;q, Nativi- - 
all as men of ove heart,and one ſoul,(q)humbly Petition theThrice- ry, of Eaſter, of 
High,(r) and Thrice» Hoxourable ('s) (ourt of PARLIAMENT, Whicſontide, 
to take theſe points into debate, and by AN ACT To &< #e cane: 
ESTABLISH THE STRICT AND Dnt OBSERVATION — 
Or TrosE ANNIVERSARY FEASTS WHICH ARE tive(hurch.” 
ENTITLED BY Our SAvicuRs NAME : So ſhall the R Byfield, in 
Cuſtomes and Honour of the ancient,pure, & Apoſtolique Chur- b# Dodrine 
ches b? preſerved;the ſolemn days forGODS worſhip be encrea- tbe Sabbath. *» 
ſed;the charge of inconſtancy,and fickleneſſe in our profeſſion be 7 Ae | 
diſproved ; the fear of falling into Atheiſm be ſuppreſſed ; the q Aas 4.32. 
Jewiſh and ſuperſtitious eſteeme of the Lords day be abated;our r Crompr. ju- 
Chriſtian liberty maintained ; the mindes and conſciences of the !74-of Courts. * 
moſt, and beſt part ofthis Nation be ſatisfied ; onr Vowes and FPlowden: | 
Declarations of Reforming according to the word of GO D, and Gon, fol,z38, © 
the example of the beſt Reformed Churches be performed : And, "A 
bleſſed, yer bleſſed for ever ſhall they be that wiſh well to Sion, 
and build up the walls ef Feruſalem, 


Halelu-Fah. 
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CHRISTIAN CAVEAT 


TO THE 
Old and New SanBBaTaR1ans. 


SECTION I. 
The Occaſion and Method of this Treatiſe, 


LASAS Ver ſince theeſtabliſhment of «» uniformity of 17 
——CSD Deftrine(a)and Pablique Service intheChurch (2) Anno Do. x56 be 


1* 7 of England,(b)many zealous and godly Mini- | Score AQ: before © 


CT * 


ſters have from time to time greatly bewailed thc Common- Prayee | 


15% 
VIDPINS the increaſe of SeRaries. (c) Quien Eliza. booke. 


\ 


beth, finding that no admonitions nor threats could filence : Ecclefiaſticall union, 
ir bi nvenomed tonguzs, 1) ba- ©: +» 5» 14. Rogers © 
their bitter and envenomed tongu:s, was forced to (4) ba Articles in aha nary I 


: 
:J 
*® = 


» 
xd 


niſh them ; King James, after a judicious and patient htaring tice, 7 
of their weak and ſlender objeftions, (e) erjoyned them to con- The Epiſtle cf the + © 


forme, and by Eccleſraſticall cenſures reſtrain:d the diſobe. Tranſlit. of the 
: Bible ro K. Tames, * + 


dieat. (f) : - _ 
But now, it is ſtrange to conceive, what liberty they cake Anno Dom. 15g yi 
unto themſelves ; What tempeſts of railing and diſpr h Aprit 10,” - OY 
; pe , 4 g ti *J eSeerhe Conferenee © 
heap upen thoſe who croſſe their fickleneſſe with conſtant vindi- a: Hampton Conre. © © 
cations,& aſſertings of the true dotrine of faith & life:where- f Proclam. 5,” Mart... 
by they vertfie that of S. Par, (2) Evil men and ſeducers 1593: Proclam; 164. 
ſrall Wax worſe and Worſe, deceiving and being deceived, Jul. 1604. = 

_ g 2 Tim 3.13. 

It makes me (faith a noted D.vine) * to pity this great % g444 Sedewike 
and famous City, when I behol4a CoLLuviss, A VERY inhis Trearife, enti- - 
RaBBLE OF ALL OpiNIONS, and /uch a going and CI 4 
? , , | . = oO Ns 4Hgur in, FB k 
comming, _— at, and Jaylings of from the _ of upright avon ins: 
neſſe, one Week thu ts a truth, and almoſt an Article , the _ PIE-22:9,2300: 


B 3 Wee 


(12) 
week it 1s no ſuch matter, but ſome other thing « the richt, And 
F truly, what elſe can be expeRed, whillt, men doe: w/e their 
WI he: 2.16; liberty, not as the ſervants of Gol, but for a cloak, of malici- 
| c Permiſcen res 9ſne(ſe ;_(6) intermixing and ſowing the cares of errouc 
I 
| , ir new, fizry-new Divinity. They ſay, 
+ park ook that the Church of Englant hath not the Sacrament: duly ad. 
* nenti eos pete cor- miniſtred,nor the Word truly preached,and ſo Wants the markes 
: mamene G:eg. Mag. of - y_ —— __ | the Bu _ - go eo 
Moral |. 5.c. 11. e lawfull. (e) They call the Liturgie and Publick ſervice 
: _ -— "ogg . of our Charch ranke Athei/me, a proud inveighling ſtrumpet,a 
nt Peat Hon 55 curſed Haſſe of ſuperſtition,full of ſerpents, bathed in the blood 
EE nu advert. Of _ ſouls, ana eftates ; the reliques or leavings of the Po» 
 Hzrer, in Procenio. piſh dregs ; not the ſtump or limb, but the head of the Dragon, 
: 4 ** +88rY pro- ro better then the conjuring or jugling of Magicians : (f) The 
C's Pages. (harater of Antichriſt or Antichriſtianiſme, (g) They ſay 
4 e See Me peter that a ſet forme of Publique Prayer is « main branch of Po- 
335 me, ery : G , = we find that _ formes of Pcayer have ever 
FF The Anatomy of been uſed and approved in Gods Church. (5) They fay, 
I the Service-book. that the thirty nine Articles of our Church are ſtuffed with 
: 6s >T3o77e Popery an1 Arminianiſme : (k) and they have fo vilified the 
gs Proteſtation pro- books of Homilies, that the very name of them is unto the 
© Tefled. pag.7. vulgar become contemptible,. Whence it is too too evident 
| Þ Proteſt. ibiden, (let them make what pretence they pleaſe) that their aime 
, Cane, Se&-2- js to confound and root our our Religion, For (as Mr. 
__ 5 5. Prynue hath well obſerved) the Whole body of our _—_ 


= . T6.7- 

42 475 do Plat a4 & 1 included in our Common. Prayer Books ,our Articles, and our 
| 8.5.& 92. & 102. as Homilies. (|) 

 -appearerh by the ri- No marvaile then, if Tus y refuſe to celebrate the Nats. 
pee w =_ n 4M vity of (brit; who (by their own confeſſions) have revolted 
Jaſt.Marc Apol. x from the Church of Chriſt ; who difgrace, hate, ſlander, and 
© Tertul.adverſ.gems, P27ſecute {m) the moſt Orthodoxe, tae moſt eminent, and 
- c-39-Euſeb,de vit. chiefeſt of all the R-formed Churches, the (hurch of Eng- 
= 7 Hake So | and, (n) No marvaile, if Yaz y revive thoſe old, rotten 
Angl.ep.87. Muſcul in Pſ:1.65. The book of Hom. Tom- 2. Hom. 9 -pag. 138. Dr. Preſton 
in his Sermon ſty.cd, The Saints daily exerciſe. k Salimarſh his Ex4":inat- of Mr, Fullers Ser- 
mon, pag. 2. I A ſurvey of Coxens Covz. Devor. in the Epilt- Ded, m Gal.4-29, # See 
Mr.Smitbs T teatiſe, called, Gods eArrows againſt AihciSts, Chap. ult. 


epxrourg 


. 1, That Chriſtian Magiſtrates may 


(13) | 
errours of the PE TROBRUSIANS 4, (affirming, that 4 In vita Bernards: 
Chriftians ought not to keep or obſerveFeaſts)who have a my L. 3oGo fo 
time endeavoured tobring in all manner of Herefics an ' 
Schiſmes, and conſequently Atheiſme, which in milder ſpeech © Videl.de Arcan. © 
5: called Libertini/me (e). No marvaile, if they reje&t the _— l wb 
tradition of our Church touching the day of our Saviours Head ee E 
Nativity, who darc wilfully and impiouſly rejeR (f) that rerrainnem, p.28, © 
moſt abſolute, moſt excellent, moſt Divine (g ) Prayer ; which, g Divinoplane artifi= 
Gods word recordeth (h), was raaght the Diſciples even by 9? _— Pola. = 
our Saviour hicnſelfe, | Kg” _ 9 Pf 
Now for the perfeR diſcovery of the perverſneſſe, groſſe raimer r. & 2, © - 
miſtakes, and ignorance of theſe men; and alſo for the full Serm.on che Lords  } 
and cleare vindication of our Church from this foule aſper- prayer. LOR 
ſion of maintaining 4 /uperſtirious Novelty (5) ; we (hallſer *. _—_—— vs 1 
downe theſe two Poſitions. i DP A; _— 
quas impias novitater, etiam & nos (Eccleſiz Anglicanz hilios) conuntur arguere, quod dl A 
dicamws. Auguſt. de verb. Apoſt. Serm. 1 4. . 


lawfully conſtitute and ordaine 
Feaſt-dayes, or daies of ſolemne 
Thankſgiving ; and require O- 
bedience unto ſuch Conſticuti- 
ONS. 

2. Thatthe Church of England doth 
upon juſt and good grounds cele- ER 
brate the NaTiviry Oe Our 
Loxp,onthe 25.day of December. 


In the diſcuſſing of che latter Poſition, we ſhall ſhew : 
1. The ſeverall names and titles of this Feaſt, - 
2. That 


(14) 
2, That the Feaft of the N.tivity is grou:ded upon the 
Scriptures. | 
3+. That chis Fealt is duly Celebrated by the Chriſtians in 


all ages. 
4. Thar our Saviour was borne on the 25. day of De- 
cember. 
5. The worke of the day, 
After which, we ſhall (God willing) conclude with a pa- 
thetical! exhortarion unto the true ſonnes of the Church of 


Enoland, 


SECTION II. 
That Chriſitan Magiſtrates may lawfully conſtitute and oraain 
Feaſi-diies, or daies of ſolemn Thankſgiving, azd require 
obedience urto ſuch Conſtitutions. 


He truth of the former part of this Poſition (co wit, 
T hat ('hriſtian Magiſtrates may lawfully conftitute aud 
i ordaine Feaſt-dayes) ts cleared by foure reaſons. 
Taz Firs Tr Reaſon. T hey that by Goas Word have power 
to limit things indifferent, may lawfully conflitute Feaſt dates: 
<cauſe Fealt.daics are in themſelves things indifferent, as 
[7 Rom. 14. 6. S.Panul teſtifieth (f) He that regardeth a day, regard:th it un- 
to the Lord ; and he that regardeth not the day, to tve Lord he 
doth not regard it, 
But Chriſtian Magifrates by Gods word have power to limit 
X things ind: fferent, (*) For the power given unto Magiſtrates 
* 1 Cor. 14.40. _ by Gods Word, {a) is not over ſuch things as are-preciſely 
nf eva commanded or forbidden by God (6). | 
rs 287 dre _—_ 5 Therefore { briſtian Magiſtrates may lawfn!ly conftitute 
Polan.Synrag. Theol. Feaſt-daies. 


lib.6.cap. 38. Becan, loc com. 33. ſe. 13. & 15, 4 Mart. 17. 27. & chap. 22. 21. Rom. 13. 
I,2,37,4, 5,6, 7. Heb. 13.17. 1 Per. 2.17, b Praccpta bumana ſunt determinationes cir- 


cumſtaitiarum neceſaria & wuiiles ad ſervanda pracepta moralid' prime vel ſecunde Tabule. Urfin. 
cxp.icat. Ca:ccher. pair 3. queſt 95. : 
Tuxz SECOND Reaſon. They that fet apart ſpeciall 


times to meditate on the goodneſie of God in Chriſt Zeſws, 
and 


hd 
i 


(15) 
and to render thankes for the ſame, doe that. which is law- () 2 + 
ped | '  Galatiang;c- 19.246 } 
Feftorwin veteris Teflamenti genus, quod morale & ntturale eſt, abrogatum in novo non eft, ur nem». 
rum homo deputer aliquod rempus vitz ſuz ad vacandum Divinis ; ſed Pecies tanrum, quits 
renus fefia illa expreſſo mandato Det ad certas ciraonſiantias temporum detcrminata & alligate cranes 1 
ſub peccato mortali & pena damnationis, Hoſpin. de orig. feſt. Chriſtian, c, r. 4 


Bue Chriſtian Magiſtrates when they conſtitute Feaſt- 


dayes, ſet apart ſpecial times to meditate on the goodneſſe 
of God in Chriſt Jeſus, and to render thankes for the 


P77 


d Polan. Syntag- 
ſame (4). _ R : Theol. |, 5. c.359. * _ 
Therefore Chriſtian Magiſtrates when they conſtitute Willers Synopl. inthe * 
Feaſt-dayes, doe that which is lawfull, 9. generall comrovers” 


Taz THIRD Reaſon, Intime of Gods extraordinary he, quzſt.7.9.4945 
Judgements upon a Nation, Chriſtian Magiſtrates may law- 295. yn Fo | 
fully conſtitute extraordinary daies of ſolemn mournivg, or pocalyp.:.ſe&.6. 
Feaſt-dajes (e). | The ra&t.of Piety; 

Therefore (by the rule of contraries) in times of Gods ex- printed by R.T. pag, 
traordinary blefling upon a Nation, Chriſtian Magiſtrates - a 
may lawfully conſtitute extraordinary daies of ſolemne ; 6 dp* 6 Chron: 
thankſgiving, or Feaſt-daies, 20, 3- Exca.8.21,22, 

Tas Four T n Reaſon, That which may be lawfully LN Net 

4+3+ 


obſerved, may be lawfully ordained, 4.3. cel. 2. Ta: 
Bur Feaſt daies may be lawfully obſerved. For our Sa- _ m— - hal » 


viour kept not onely the legall Feaſts (f) ; but the fea#t of f John 2.13; 33. 
Dedication (g) Which Jp Maccabers inſtituted (b).' The & 5.1.99 12.14: | au 
Apoltles alſo obſerved Feaſt-daies (5); and Saint Pax! ſaith, g Join 10, 2.2, 23, 


That he haſted if it were poſſible for hinz to be at Jernſalem the ® * Maccab. 4.59. 

day of Pentecoſt (k). And in another place, 1 muſt by all * _— VEE: 

meanes keep this Feaſt that commeth in Jeruſalem (1), k AQs 20.16. 
Therefore Feaſt-daies may be lawfully ordained. E Aus ndylas 


Ads 18, 21, 
Secing then that Chriſtian Magiſtrates may juſtly and laws- WL 
fully conſtitute Feaſt-dajes, ic followes undeniably,thatthey 
may require obedience unto ſuch conſtitutions : for they are the 

Minifters of God, and beare nat the ſword in vaine (m). Yea 

we mult »eeds be ſubjef?, not onely for Wrath, but alſo for (on- 
ſcience ſake, Men are bound by God in their Conſciences (ſaith - 

ore Yet VR : 0197 yp: | Amtſine) 


wy Be 


| (16) 

' 2 Ad jubtes leges Ameſins) to obſerve the juſt lawves of men in a juſt manner (a). 
{ry aj RR T he xegleft of obedience 1s an offence to God (b). 

gur homines i conſcientiis ſuis & Deo. Amel. caf, conſe, lib. I.cap. 2, b Harum legum obcdientia 
neceſſario praflatur, nec ſine offenfiouc Dei neglegiiar propter ipſum mandatum Magiftratum. Urſin. 


| explicat. Cacecher.queit.g6. 


Here three ObjxRions are commonly brovughit; 


Txt Fir sT ObjeRion is taken out of the words of 

Saint Par! to the Galatians ; After that ye have known God, 

| (ſaith he) or rather are known of God, how turne ye againe to 

-.s the weake and beggarly elements, whereunts you deſire againe to 

be in bendage * ye obſerve dates, and moneths, and times, and 

| yeares ; 1 am afraid of you,leſt I have beſtoWved upon you labour 

c Gal. 4 9, 10,11. 5; vaine (c). Where the Apoltle ſeems to condemne the 
. obſervation of all daies whatſoever. 

' Tus Anſwer. Theſe words muſt not be underſtood in 

nk, ſo large a ſenſe; for then the Apoſtle ſhould condemne 

dAds20.16. _ himſelfe in obſerving Feaſts (4), and alſo all good Chri- 

ra 2 5 Rians in obſerving daies unto the Lord(e) ; which were im- 

 I67H - pF pions-to imagine, and implies a contradiftion: - But (as 

«| | + Auguſtin, Ferome, Theodore! Bruno, Zanchy, and others, ex- 

© + pound the place) he reproveth the Galathians for obſerving 

f Auguſt: ad Jaou- Gaies after that Zeyh E ſuper ſition Lanes 1). giromgrever 

arium, Ey, 198, @*. IENCe Unto them (Ws as if they had beene cexprelly com- 


53 


ad « cap.t6. manded by God ; whereby they brought themſelves uy 
poi T af; Brdho © Þe Faw = were entangled againe with the yoke of bondage. 


£ not : : Te £ 


in dd.Jotums.: -;/ 1 WEE T_T 


Non fwmpliciter alro» 
ati ſunt dies felt ; ſed tartum ex parte,” quatenns legales erart, & per Moſcn yopulo Tſraclitico pre- 
cripti,” Zanch..in 4- p:1zcept. de diebus Feftis, q. 1. Hookers Ecclef. Polic. 1. 5. ſe&. 70. 
g Nos non fumwliter oþſeruamus : non enim calendas colimus, nec dies feftos, ficut ili m lrxuria & 
epulis, ſed in fonceritate aim cpulamur. Hieron in Epift. ad Galar. c, 4, b Galat.4.21.@ 5. 1. 


-Tys Ss cond ObjeRtion is, That the Magiſtrates 
power-of making ehings indifferent to: become neceſſary, 
deftroyes Chriſtian liberty, »» Which we are commanded by 

i Galat. g, 7. _ Apoltle to fand faſt (5). Therefore ſuch power is unlaw- 

/.'Tuz Anſwer. Neceſſity istwo-fold; External, Internal. 

$hrek rt; The 


. a 
=—_ 


(17) 
The Magiſtcates power neither does nor can make things 
indifferent to become abſolutely neceſſary in themſelves : | 
For that were to deſtroy the liberty WhereWith Chrift hath aa-— 
made us free (a). But the Magiſtrates power makes things - Tx - Go 
indifferent to be neceſſary in reſp: of external neceſſity, , 1 Tim.4.r,2,z, 
for the avoiding of the contempt of aut), and for the ſbun- ,, 5, Colofſ.2.16.! 
ning of ſcandall or offence (6). And in this, our Chriſtian Li- b Maſter Perkins ws 
berty does not conliſt ; For in all things indifferent Gop Comment. ont 


commands us to yeild obedience unto the Magiſtrate (c). —_— on 


enerall coutcoverſy, q. 7. pag: 495. Becan. loc. Commun, 33.Se&. 1 5. Obligant tanty C 
al & contempt a Ho in.4e orig. Felt. Chriſtian. c. 2. Wolleb, Theol. Chiigiang 


4p 


TR * c Actions indifferent in the caſe of offence, ceaſe to be indifferent, at 
_ Gar <A Cr of the Morall Law. Perkins caſes of Conf. 1, 1. c.5, Se 
Taz TH1kD ObjcRion. Feaſt-daies are Holy.daies(dJ: 4. In the end Late | 
But no Magiſtrates can make Holy-daies : (becauſe to ſan- args Commend 
Alifie daies or make them holy, # the priviledge of Gods Prayer, *.- 4 8 
power (e). Therefore no Magiſtrate can make Fea(t-daies. « Perth Afﬀembly ; 
Taz Anfiwer, 'Tis true ; no Magiſtrates can ſo ſanRifie refuted, p.66,67,68 
daies unto holy uſes, as ts impsſe thems upon the Church neceſ. f Ong Gen. 2.4, 
farily and perpetually te be obſerved of all and every Chriſtian, oy h Deans ; 
rnder Pain of damnation of ſoul and body: For this &© the privi- * "I 
ledge of Gods power (f).But Chriſtian Magiſtrates, in thesr own #*. 
Dominionshave authority from God to ſanftifie or appoint , , , +. 
daies unto holy uſes,ſo that the ſnare PETE LID, be not mnrad » 
laid upon mens conſciences (8), refore Fealt. dates are 
Holy-Rinorinthemclvs, (by a quality of holixeſſe inhe« 
rent,and under the Paine of the great curſe(h) to be obſerved, | 4 
as the Papiſts fondly imagine (5) ) bur in reſpeR of their 2 Mods conſeientit, 
holy uſe. In which ſenſe alſo, rhe Temple, the Water in Ba- abſolute nes a 
ptiſme, the Bread and Wine at the (ommunion, are often cat» quews non injicietue. | 


I 2 | Wollob. Thed.Chr 
led holy (k) | ftianz, ibidem, 
h avdvus iu, Gal. 1,8,9. i Concil, Trident. Seff. 7. Can. 13. Bellarm. tap.: 1 
propoſ. 2, Apoc. 1, S:&. 6, Rhemiſt. Apoc. 1. Se&. 6. k Aug. queſt. 57. ſuper: Levii 


Bafil. Moral. Reg. 30, Urſin. explicat. catecher, quzRt. 77. & quzſt, 122, Set. a» Will 
Synopl. pag, 49 4- | 
Thos much for the ficſt Poſition. We come now unto the 
| fecord, (to wit, That the Church of England doth upon juſt 
and good gronnds celebrate the Nativity of our Lord on the 25, 
C** day 


- 


(18) 
day of December) which will evidently appeare, when the 
forementioned particulars are diſcaſſed and proved. 


——_— 


SECTION III. 
The ſcverall names and titles of thu FeaFt, 


P(s) or: epeyy Ocos ſgh and excellent were the titles which the Chriſtian 
W * ty 5 Sue y8- Churches bene this Feat, | 
nh The Greek or Eaſterne Church called it, 1. ©0502dre, vel 
bo _—— ©zoparic, Gods appearing; becauſe God appeared _ chem 
Chriſti generat. by the Nativity (a); or (to uſe the Apoſtles phraſe) God was 
bþ od; T-ETOL Su, manifeſted mt he fleſh (b). 

& ozert.t Tim.3.16 2. Em1pdric, (c) THE appearing, xe] iZoxlw; implying 
© Naz. Ocac.inS, that this appearing excelled all other whatſoever. But here 
Lumin. Chryſoſt., two things are worthy to be noted : The ons is, that the 
PR. Jax Epipb. Do. Churches in Egype, becauſe they celebrated Cbriſts birth, and 
C gumerto E- . : 
piftole Theophili tay alſo his _—_— upon one and che ſame day, called both 
Epiphaniorum appclla- thoſe Fealts promiſcuouſly, Epiphania (4). The other is, 
lonem azcommodaztum That the Moderne Churches have through uſe and cuſtome 
nap Eg)pio fuſſe a4 gf ſpeech, reſtrained the word, Epiphany, unto the Feaſt 
mr Jus noming Commonly called, 7 welf:h-day : which is celebratediin me- 
diem Baptiſmi Chri- Mory of the miraculous appearing of a ſtare (e) ; by the lea- 
Fi 1 ent @ u- ding Whereef, Gol did manifeſt his oneiy begotten Sonne to the 
remg; fu dicſo- Gentiles (f). 


a celeb 6, , 3: Teridaue 6 oolie- (g) ; The Birthdey of Tr 8 $4- 


roald. chro.l-4.c,z, 71997. E692 ; 
#93 parroubre ds 4 H fogln piyton, x of) cops wnlegrons (h) ; The greas 
$+©-, Mat. 2.7. teſt F _ aud the Mother or chief of all Feaſts, \ 
See the Colle, The Latine wo Weſterne Church _— it, a” Nats- 
piſtle and Goſpel witatis (5), The day of THE Nativity, by way of eminen 
the Feaſt ofthe | ang A FE : in 
| piph 4-4 Ie 2. Luminaria, the Feaſt of light ; becauſe they uſed many 
| Chryfoſt, Ocar. de Lights and Candles at this Fealt : or rather, becauſe Chrift, 
dilogon. the light of all lights, thar r-ue Light (k) then came inco the 
Amb. Serm. 12,13, world, 
| . 3, Dies natals Domini (1), vel Natalitia Domins, The 


» I5» 
; = Tom.s.8 :, Birth day of our Lord. The 


, ® . 


, \ 


eat + oo. P 


; day we Offer up ſpiritnall ſacrifices (k) : we offer ſacrifices of iepupyBrle 13 tunys 


; To oblationem, Chryſolt. in Epilt, ad Rom. Homil. 29. k 1 Peta2 5. Or Sacrfaur [4 Y 
| DAN fortr fer CA. $3 rb, fac RAN Og Canfe 
. ta 


| (19) F 
The Charch of England, as ſhe is ſeated in the Weſt, { © , Booke <4 
ſhe imitates the Laine, ſtyling this Feaſt Chrifts Birth day, Toms 
The Nativity of Chrift, or Chriſtmas day (a), The fignifica. See Proper Pſalms and = 
tion of which word, Chriſtmas, becauſe the name is by ſome Z# inthe Booke | 
much excepted againſt, we ſhall briefly unfold. b Sona roy 3 
The word Maſſe without all queltion comes from the SeQ.1.Urlinexplie, ; 
Latine word 24a: but whether Miſſa be derived from catecher qu.80, 
the Hebrew tongue, or be a Latine word corrupted, is no © NIN Neg 
ſmall controverſie (6). C— ſpontene I, 
They that derive 4s from the Hebrew, conceive that v7 28 70: 
it comes from 122 Miſſah,which hignifies an oblation or of- Fam. hic : 
fering (c) ; and is framed by adding the letter 7 unto. the fterior vox Horan WR 
end of £29.a word ſignifying Perſonal ſervice or tribute (d), tanguam prioris exege= 


They that account Liſſa to be a Latine Word corrupted, _ ſubjicitur. Con- \ 
conceive that the Fathers uſed it in ſtead of 2Lfio, which !e_Varabli Annor , 
& Tranſla:, Gene» 


ſignifies a ſending away : For in antient times, when the Zi- ,.,.., 0A 
turgie or Publique ſervice was ended (e), and the Commun. 4 Reuchlin. de Ru- © . V 
nicants addreſſed themſelves ro be partakers of the Zoa-ds dimenc.Hebr.lib, z, 
Supper, it was a cuſtome /as it is unto this day) to ſend away * Poſt acilegyiny 


the younger ſort, ſuch as were not yet fully inſtruted and Pubicam. Uciin, E 
plicat-Catechetr, 


Catechiſed (f ).Hence it came co paſle,that Miſſa was taken uzſt. 75 oe. ot 
for, and ſignified the Lords Supper ; and ſo a ſacrifice, an 06- / Ambr epift y 67. © 
lation or offering. 1. Becauſe the Lords Supper is an Euchari- epilt. 33, Fir Miſſa * 
flicall ſacrifice; being a ſolemne remembrance and celebrati. Catechunrenje, Aug. 


k . A . Temp. Serm. 227, | 
on of the Propiatory ſacrifice of Chriſt. 2. Becauſe in the - —_ . a on _— y* hs 


Lords Supper we preſent our bodies a living ſacrifice, holy, ac- 5; phy, 1s, 
ceptable unto God(g).3.Becauſe when the Lords Swpper is ce. Heb. 13.16. 
lebrated,we offer up almes for the relief of the needy mem- Eſt enim Elcemo | 
bers of Chriſt ; which is a kind of ſpirituall ſacrifice (h), Þoia quedem, quan''s * Pu | 

We ſee then however the derivation of the word 2:fa - Mn — , 3 
may be diſputed, yet on both fides it is agreed, thar the fig- - panty ot 7 
nification thereof is @ ſacrifice, an oblation, or offering, And if Lex.pag.u97. : | 
ſo,why may not the day on which we ſolemnize Chrifts i Sacriſcale opts off % 20" 
birth, be properly and fitly called Chriſtmas day; it being a Prune ny Hue 
day full of Offerings full of Sacrifices (s)unto Chriſt?Oa this Ror2lib. = +20" "9 p 


3440 ap ;* 4 
< 


£a0y 7% Ots. Rom, 15- 16. Ipſum mihi ſacerdotium eſt pradicare & evangelitare :hauc of aha 
£& 


v __ 
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(20) 
prai/e (a); we offer ſacrifices of thanks giving (b); we offer ſa 
; beD 63s CF- . crifices of joy (c); we offer ſacrifices of righteouſneſſe (d); and 
5 -" 2.3. the Scriptures tell us,With ſuch [acrificesGod ts Well pleaſed(c)» 
Amos 4. 5. 6 Plal. 27, 6. d Deut. 33. 19. Plal. 4 5. & FI, 19. e Heb 13, 16+ 


—— 


SECTION IV. 
That the Feaſt of the Nativity # grounded upon the Scriptares, 


He Scriptures, as well the Old as the New T.ſtament* 
a G0 3 144 15: abundantly fet forth the great eſteeme we ought to 
John 8. 56. Upon have of the Bi-th-day of ( brift. 
which Tx: read Gop promiſed this day, when He ſaid unto the Serpent, 
ng eryrugyt no. T he ſeedof the wom.:n ſhall bruiſe thy head (a). 
rations ofthe Aﬀſem» The Patriarch Abraham (faith our Saviour) rejoyced to ſee 
bly of Divines. this day *. 
b Gen. 49, 10. The Patriarch «cob foretold this day, ſaying, The Scepter 
See The Scriptures 1.11 ,,0t depart from Judah, nor a LaW-giver from between his 
feet, uni SH LOW (that is CHRIST) come (b), 
omnes ; quoad rcs, que = The Prophet 1/aiah markes out this day as a (peciall (c) 
# Yin iis pcraguntur uuz and wonderfull day ; BE HOLD, a Virgin ſhall conceive and 
jeſt preſtanzior alia. Q beare a Sonne, and ſhall call his name Immanuell (d). Nay, ſo 
+ re Flt. rxviſhed is he with the conſideration thereof, that he re- + 
- FG 7. 14. joyces with the Church, as if the day of Chriſts Birth were 
Ha a 9.2.3.6. then come : The People (faith he ) that Walked in darkneſſe, 
44 {/ Zech.3-8, 10. have ſeen a great light:they that dwell in the land of the ſhadow © 
F | g Cuj _ > 14 of death, upon them hath he ſhined.T hey joy before thee, accor- 
| oboe _ ding to the joy in harveſt, as men rejoyce when they divide the 
Wrunt, voaruntg; Ger- ſpoile. For nnto us a Child I's born, unto us a $01 1's given(e), 
mea ur [ſa 4.2. Ger- ; Jn the Prophecy of Zechariah (f), Thus ſaith the Lok D 
ki men Domini; & Jer. of Hoſts, BEHOLD, 1 will bring forth my $ ervat(Chriſt):be 
- ,—_ — _ BRANCH (g). 1n that dsy ſpall ye call every man his neigh-. 
if Ricez.Quibus locis bor under the vine, and under the figge-tree, For at the Birth 
Chaldzus Paraphr. of our Saviowr the Prince of Peace,there was peace through- 


yertit Meſſiam. V atab. gut the whole world (þ). 

in diQ. locum. 

h Iſa 2. 4. & 9.6, 7,8. 8& 11,6,7,3,9,10.Paul. Oroſ.lib 6.cap. 2.7, Ifdor. Pelufiota.l.q.Ep.203-; 
atalis Domini, Natalis & pacis. Leo. Mag.inSolemn. Nat. Ser. 6 .c. 5. ViR. Strigel. schols 

Hitt.in Chro, Mclan&.12.de 3. Mon p.419.Fnnc Chro,fol.g1.Genebr.Chco.p.479e 


k 
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(21) | 

This day the Apotle cals the fulneſſe of time(i ;when tha 5 73 n)iguue od 
d4«y came, men and Angels were filled with unſpeakable joy yesv# Gal. 4.4. # 
and admiration.Bs 191 D,( ſaid the Angel of the Lord unto #nms & idem Syiritm 
the Shepherds) 1 bring you good tidings of great joy, which ſhall - ry: = TO_—_ _ 
be to all people. For unto you & borne Tarts DAY, in the City - ja manger + 4 

of David a Saviour Which is CHRIST THE LORD. And Domini,in ſenioribas 
ſuddenly there was with the Angel a mul: tude of the heavenly autem imeryrexaaus eff 
" hoſt praiſing God, and ſaying, Glory to God inthe higheſt, and on _ gre _ prophe- 
earth peace, good will towards men (k ). es —_ —_ 
vis plenitudinem temporum ad«ptionis veniſſe, & proximaſſe regnum ce!lorum, & inhabitere intra ho- 
mines credentes in cum qui ex Virgine natus eſt [mmanue!.lren.adverſ.Hx:ef.l.z.c.25, k Luke 
2.10,11,13,14- Ab 4 yt tek s 
Having then the Patriarchs, Prophets, the people of GoD, mary .D, how 
and the very Angels themſelves for an example of our roafve* 1uehh | 
joycing ar the day of Chriſts Birth : It is agreeable to theadmuitng, 2 
Word of God, and manifcltly grounded thereon, that th Hough) 26 054D nt 
Feaſt or day of our Saviours Birth, ſhould be celebrated P44 2 Jorfelt - I 
with all poſſible joy and publique thankſgiving unto God, Ar %” oo , 
tle borrehad : Her [194T, Px 5 wonly > #-f 6% hs s 4 
wes of ;”= 0h BS: «J ” W* 


9 Ly gs 4 —_ TIP f/ 
ol <p IIA OS own ; Kterue yo* (a 
That tha Feaf was anly celeb/ired py the {Avifion in all 


 azes ; and wwapproved by all Reformed Churches, 


LADa) nd + N 
F 
A 


"Ln we cannot with ſome/a) peremptorily affirm, 32 Pcrhibew, Apoſto- 
that the Feaſt of the Nativity was kept by the Apoſtles; 79> 9mmes illi dies 
. , + aa” . ? quibus Servator nofler 
yet will we not with ochers(6) obſtinately deny it : Becauſe ;1 ſeluem arg; diſci=! | 
the Apoſtles and other Chriſtians, as they uſed ather things _in- plinam noſftrem aligus 
different, ſa alſo they freely uſed Feaſts(c ), and mightin pro- peregiſſet ia,ſacti 
ability uſe this ; it being a Fraſt obſerved in the times of Ka. ar7;4u0 poſtes.. 
the Apoſtles, For CLEMENT, a glorious Martyr of —— ' —_— "vþ 
Chriſt Feſus, whom S. Pan reckons (4) amongſt his feloW mun reigioſe coluiſſe 
-. * EENRE : quandiu vixi ſents 
Cujuſuodi ſunt dies Dominici, Natalis, &. Polyd. Virgil. de invent, rerum, lib. 6. cap. 8. 
b Perth AſSembly refated, pag. 79, 89. c Apoſtolt & alii Cbriſtiani, ut aliis rebas adiaphorir, 
OY [tis libere uf ſunt. M13Jeb, Centur, |, r. c, 6. d As Euſebivs ſaith, Ecclef, Hiſt. . * 
3:Ccap.4- 


nas hack wr Þ % Wane ahh ee Libonrers | 
5 Pep cio tly Whom men loan & yt I And (Bee <A 1 
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_ gas celcbrent, & byn 8 


(22) 


Io | 
labonrers in the GofFell, whoſe names are in the Bookes of 


e Philip. 4.3. life (e )) writes thus unto the Chriſtian Church ; Brethres, 
| 92 - > Ag keepe diligently Feaſt daies, and truly in the FIRST place the 
demDicm Ngualiz. 499 of Chrifts Birth (f). 

Clement. Conſt. Apoſt. lib. 5. cap. !z. This Author is cited by Mr. Ley, in his Sunday 4 
Sabbath, pag. 167. and by Mc,R Byfield, in his Dofrine of the Sabbath, p.1 50. and by DouRor 
Toung in Dies Dominica, pag. 82. and he 1s the onely Author cited by them for the Lords day 
in this iſt Age Why lhould any grudge us the ſame Liberty ? 


In the ſecond age. 
From the yeare 1co, unto 200, 
g Statutum eſt, noffe TE LESPHORUS,in his Decretall Epiſtle aich (eg) It re 
jarfe Nativiteth De- ,, 1,44 that in the boly night of the N ativity of our Lord and 
mini Salvatorss ,Litur- , , , 
= Savionr, they doe celebrate Publique Chnrch.ſervices, and in 


um Angclicwn in cis them ſolemnly ſing the Angels Hymne, becauſe alſs the ſame 


4+ 2 ſolempiter decantens, night he was declared unto the Shepherds by an Angel, as the 


queniem &7 cadem uf truth it ſelfe doth Witneſſe (b), 


-wocte ab\Angelo paſte Top 11 lus Bilhop of Ceſare in Paleſtine,ſaith,that 


ca avon jt -Fe OuGHr to celebrate the Birth-day of our Lord, on what 


ho | wy ſaſh Hoek de- day ſoever the 25. of December ſhall happes (1). 


I 
p pag-1, ; 


ncil, = Inthe third age. 

- From the yeare 200 unto 390. 

verſezo,  CrprIAn begins his Treatiſe o» the Nativity in this 
i Domini natalem manner ; The much Wiſhed for, and long expelfied Nativity of 


- quocungue die 8. ('4- Chriſt is come, the famous Solemnity u come; and in the pre- 


lend.Fan veuerit, de [(exce of her Saviour the holy (hurch throughout the World dots 
oe, Mag: render thankes and praiſes unto her Viſiteur (k). From which 
Hoſpin Ao ods "oy words it doth molt evidently appeare, (faith learned Zaz- 
Chriſt, Menſ. De- chy) That the Day of Chriſts Birth bad been a Solemme Feſti- 
\cemb.die 2 5, Theoph. allto the Whole Church, and Was ACCUSTOMED to be 


App oved by M.Pe/- bept Holy, before that time. * 


kins 2, Vol. in his 
Demonſtrat.of the In the fo urth « hy 
Prob'eme, p.597. From the yeare 300. unto 400. 


k- Adeſt Chriſtimul- Ai NIcoMEDIA (a City of Buhinia) when the Felti« 
Frm defiderata & diu wall day of Chriſts Birth came, and a multitude of Chri« 
expeFata Narivitas, ftinns of all ages, had aſſembled together in the Temple to 


adeſt ſelemnizas in- 
ch; (&& in pra/cutia Saluatoris grates 6 laudes vifitatori ſuo per orbem terrarum ſana reddit Ec< 


clefea. Cypr. de nativic, Chriſti, Tom. 3. Approved by Zamhy /in 4. prxcept. q« 2. Thel.z. 


_ and M:, Perkins dd, 11, p. 492, * Vid. Zanch.ibid. 


celebrates 


© 4 


on O< -& * TIS L 
, ; es us. 


clebrate that Birth-Jay, Dioclefian the Tyrant, having "xg 
otten 4s it Were a fit time, and an advantageous occaſion, WS 
whereby he might accompliſh his madneſſe and fury, ſent | 
men thither to incloſe the Temple, and toſet it on fire | Apud NIenetg F 
round about ; and ſo conſumed them all to aſhes, even twenty quien narth Cone 4 
3 feflus adeſſet dies, &* * 
thouſand perſons (I). multirudo etatis ont». 
"5, que Chriſti nomine cenſctur, in Terplo Natalem cum celeb7atura conven iſſct, Dioclefianus tyrans? 
r:zs veluti opportunum tempms & lucroſam occafionem naitus, per quam veſaniam & furorem ſuws” 
adimpleret, miſit co qui templum clauderent, & ignem circuncirca accederent ; & ſoc cos omnes vis.” 
ginti millium numcrum explentes in cinerem redegit. Niceph.Hiſt.Eccleſ.l.7.c.6. | - 
BASILL the Great, hath left us one Sermon which he Y Tall Meg Tau | 
preached on Chriſts Birth-day, * _. olag66s | 
NAZIANZEN in an Oration #pon the day of Chriſts Na- | 
tivity, ſaith, 1 am confident that the heavenly poWwers doe alſo 1 F — by 
this preſent day celebrate the Feaſt together and leap exceeding- ny po — 4 
ly for joy ; if verily they be endurd with the love of GoD and ,, 1yixia geftire con. * 
men (m). fido ; fs quidem bomis 
AMBROSE hath left us ſixe moſt Divine Sermons which nu deigzamore pre = 
he preached onthe Anniverſary day of Chriſts Birth (n). = fnt. Greg.Naz, * 
rat.38, | 
EP1PHAN1US recordeth thi day among the ſolemne Feaſts 

nr Ambr. Serm.1 3, 
of the Catkolique Church (0). 13,14,15,16,17. s 
H1E ROME (aith,that the day kept in memory of our Lords 0 Epiph-libro, cuitiy 
Nativity, t the day en Which the antient report runnes he was *ulus eſt, Compendi= , 
borne (p). 4 he ww _— 1 
 VALENTINIAN, Empepour of the Weſt, TxzoDo- ny al Gn th A ; 
S1us the Great, and his ſonne AR cap1us, Emperours yerſ Hare. 4 
of the Eaſt, by Imperiall decrees authorized the Feaſt of the p Dirs, qua tradituy - 


re. 


TY 


o 
4 


Nativity (4). — Tom. 
In the fifth age. 7 Zoga Zabs, quo- 
From the yeare 400. unto 500, ted by Willet in bis 


CrHxySOSTOME hath one Homily or Sermon 0» the Synopſ. g. gei. con» 2 
day of Chriſts Birth(r).MAa x 1Mus Biſhop of Tours in France troverl.q.8.p.406.. © > 
bath fix (/). Lzo the Great, hath ten (z). Cur y $0L0- ' Vide Chcyſolt, 


- Gus one (#). FULGENT I1usone(x). Hitherto are = 2 n+ 
the daies of the Pure and Apoſtolique Church (y ), { Vide Homil. Hye- 


| malis Maximi Epic. 
Turonenſ. z Leo.Mag. in folemnit. Nativ.Dom. u Chcyſol.ſeft. 172. x Fulgenc. Hom. |. 1, 
y Ecdlefia rApoftclice nomincintcll;go,uſq; 1empora Gelafy Epiſe.Rom. An, Dom.495.Z 10ch ing. 
przceptiTheſ,z.de dich, feitis. 

ry | D Now 


- (24) | 
t Fuſtin gon: Now that the Birth day of Chrift was duly ſolemniz:d | 
f rhe - 5p ut the from the firſt 500, yeares downward (z),even to the times 
ET. _ . Of Reformation, is as cleare as the Sanne at noone day (a) : | 
+ pries boly And therefore we ſhall omit the proofe thereof, (clteeming 
MWativicy of Chriit it no lefſe ridiculons then nnproficable, to infiſt on thar 
ſhould be obſerved. which no man denies Jard come diretly unto the Reformed 
; we FIG Ece- t. Churches, whoſe judgement and praRiice in this particular, 
Ih IS Magdeburg WE ſhall faithfully deliver ; that the mouthes of all ſuch 
FCenturiatours in e- © May be Ropr, who nnder a falſe and vaine pretence of ſeck. 
wery Century,c.6, ing av Uniformity in Diſcipline With other Reformed Chur- 
þ- ches (6), doe defame and endeavour to ſuppreſſe the molt 
Sao nemo antient and commendable obſervation of this and all other 
5 P8012"  Fealt-daies whatſoever, 
The Churches of HE LVBTi1A, or Switzer-land, We 
(ſay they) give no Way at all to Fewilh obſervances and ſuper- 
ſtitions ; for we believe not, that one day is more holy then ano- 
ther ; but we celebrate the Lords day, not the Sabbath, freely | 
and unconſtrained. And thoſe Churches we exceedingly approve 
of, which according to Chriſtian liberty, doe religiouſly cele- 
brate the memory of our Lords Nativity,Circumciſion, Concep- 
þ tion, Paſſion, Reſurreftion, e Aſcenſion into tes and the 
- - ſending downe of the Holy Ghoſt upon his Diſciples (c). 
þ- + 25 poder ky err BoHEMIAH. any of the ancient Cere= 
© ver.poſter.c,2.4. monies (lay they) and /uch as Were brought in by cuſtome, [6 
J neare as may be, are retained among us even at this day : of this | 
Y ſort be certaine daies appointed for Feaſt-daies and Holy-aaies ; 
»  « Confeſ.of Bohemia, ,; the Lords day, the N atrwity of C hriſt, &c. (d) 


; | — %p'< cond Re. ThE Church of BREMEN keepes the Feſtivall day of | 


Tu iſts Birth (ce), 
J . wt gy wi Ce Church of Aus PUR G, As for ms we teach that thoſe 
' by Ambr,Lobwaſſer. traditions are not to be condemned, Which command nothing a- 
| f ConfofAuſpurg, gainſt the Lawes of God,and bave a crvill uſt and end ; namely, 
<1 Ic Sundey 4 Seb. [#0 4 are ordained to this end, that things might be done or- | 
ba, | ny 17 4 derly in the(burch.Of Which ſort are the traditions about Holy. 
* Dr. Rainolde conf, daies, the Lords-day, the Nativity, &c. (f) 
withHars.c.8.d, 2. The Churches of Savor, PoLanD, HunGaRry, , 
—_— _ SCOoTLAND,(g)FRANCE and THE Low-CounTRIES, | 
Enam  4oe allow the Feaſts that belong to Chriſt ; his Nativity, Cir 

| - Cumcifion, Paſſion, &c. * The 
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(25) 
The Churches of DENMARx, SWEDEN, and all other 
LuT#sRAN Churches, doe ſolemnly obſerve the Feaſt £,5*< the Plalmey,. i 


ſelfe (g7+ 
The Church of Gxnzva, does celebrate the day of the ©: A 
ne h Pentb Aſſembly . * 
Nativity (h). ; ; | refuted, pag.85. 
In FRANCE their moſt m1table Preachers grove the (1 om- j Ambroſ. Serms 17. - 
munion on that day; as did alſo the antient Primitive Alii quatidie com- 
{ burches throughout the World (i). So did the SCOTTISH 7746ant corport of 


Church alſo for 800.yeers after Chriſt,before ever it Was pollu- —— 
red With Popery (k). piunt 3 alibi nullns = 
ZulNGL1us, Reftor of the Church of Zxrich, ac- lies intermittitur, quo 
counts the Birth day of our Lord amongſt thoſe Holy-dayes, nonofferatur,alibiSab« © 
which he would have obſerved (/). bato rantum @ Domis | 


ZANCHY, Profeſſour of Divinity in the Univerſity of anindes: Erf en _ ; 


| Heydelberg,& an eminent Father of the Proteſtant Church, ,y huju/moli animad= 
expreſlely affirmeth, Though the (hurch of Chrift be at li- verti poteft, rorum hoc © 


berty to chooſe unto her ſelfe What dayes ſhe ſhonld have to be &twrerum liberas be. 


ſan{tified, or ſet apart unto holy uſes ; yer 3t & better, more er ojeruntiongs Mo 
Worthy of praiſe, and more profitable to ſanttifie theſe which the th See hs life of 
Ancient, the Apoſtolique, and the purer (hurch hath alſo accu- Will: Cowyer Biſhop *- 
ſtomed to ſanttifie ; the day of Chriſts Birth, Paſſion, Reſur- of Gdlloway, p. r2, q 
vyeltion, &c. (m) | © Zuingl,Tom.1, 
PoLANUS, Profeſſor of Divinity in the Univerſity of c _ NL 
Baſil, placeth the Feaſt of the Nativity of Chriſt under the ce Chriſti libero 


title of The Anniverſary Feaſts of the NeW Teftament;which eft,quos velit, dies fobj 
he defines to be, Holy times appointed among Chriftians for fc amdos Y" F* 
the wor ſhip of God in publique ; That is, For to maintaine the yow rhe. 
j..69. , x laudabilizs, atq; utilf- 
» #143 ut. 

Conſent of faith amongFt themſelves by the preaching of Gods 4, eas ſanftificare 
Word, and the uſe f the Sacraments, and With one accord to ques etiam vetus arg, 
Jeeld aye worſhip unto God, in the ſucrifice of thanksgiving, Apeftdlicapuriorg; Ec- 
prayers and almes (n), cleſex ſanitificare ſolitg 

; : a2 w_ eſt ; nempe, Diem Na- 
zalis, Paſſions Reſurrefionic Chrifti,ec, Zanch. in 4-prxcept-de diebus Feſtis, q.2, The. 2.8 
ſequent. ſtem,in confeſl.Chriſt,Rel.c.25.ſe&,30. (n) Tempora ſacra cultui divino inter CHhrifti- 
anos dcAinara publice, ad alcndum fidei conſenſum inter ipſos per pradicationem verbi Dei eg 
uſum Saerameniorem, op exhibendum unanimiter cultum Deo debitum in ſacrificis gratiarum aAjonk 
pratum O& eleemofinarum. Polan, Syntag. Theol.lib g.cap. 3 5, 


D 2 JoHN 


I (26) 
'© Exvetritas Ecide- Joan GERHARD, Profeſſor of Divinity inthe Univer. 
- rargey --. ſity of Zena, hath gathered together many excellent ang 
” Bpiſt. Ded.s D. 63, godly ſentences our of the antient Fathers for the furthe- 
{que 2 pag.70, Tanceand help of our medications os the day of Chrifts Na- 


CP Bulling.Decad.2. tivity (0). 

; = wa bh And what” ſhall we more ſay > For the time would 
E g 4 ” oh yu m_ ©P- faile us to tell of Bullinger, (p) of Bucer, (4) of Urſin, (r) 
Pu Arſm. Tra&. The. Of Hemingius, (ſ') of Chytrews, (t) of Hooker, («) of Au- 
- ol.in 4. Pracept. adrews, (W) of Kainolas, (x ) and many others, famous for 
* ſHeming. in lib. Ho- piety and learning, who by their Sermons, Writings, Exam- 
; #'ch row in Diſpe= = have juſtified the yeerly Obſervation of Chriſfts Birth- 
Ik, .1UD.10 . a 

| Hok.Eccleſ.Pol ls Wherefore ſeeing we are compaſſed about with ſo great 
- w Biſhop Andrews a cloud of witneſſes, we mult according to the truth af- 
his Sermons, firme, T hat the (elebration of this Feaſt i confirmed by the 


» "= voy __ >, Judgement and practice of the Chriſtian ('hurch in all ages. 


_— 


0 S 2 - © vV bs 
| That 0% Savionr Was borne os the 25, day of December, 
I  #Bucholz. Ind, Oc the right underſtanding of this Poſition, we muſt 
4 » 520003 _—_ know, that 7:4/ias Ceſar, 44. yeares before the Birth of 
Eb -- 24.Februgr, C118, (4) obſerving the falſeneſſe of the Accompr then in- 


divi Matthie vigilia noſe, ordained the year to conſiſt of 365.dayes and 6.houres, 
| © celebratuy atque it which 6. houres in -4, yeares made 24. houres, or a day 
-  feftmdicr25.differ- Ciyill, and were added unto the end of February : By 
ng nibile ſechus tam reaſon whereof every fourth yeare contained 366. dayes, 


'- Mo vigilie, quam dic 


F- 06. Calend, Mar. 3nd was called Ann Biſſextilis, the Biſſextile or Leap- 
 piagdiciqur, Vide year, becauſe the ſixth of the Calends of March was twice 
© Compendium Pier, written(h), | 

© & « ax Bellunenl This Accompt for many yeares ſeemed to have no /e»ſib/e 
| op" abſeinda ;3-.. errour ; (c)yet in progreſie of time it vas diſcovered to 
tum fignorum in 365. be not ſo exaRly agreeable with the 1atzrall motion. of the: 
dicbus @ quarta unizs Sun. For the 7lian yeare exceeding the true Solar yeare 
dicipraterrem modica, 1 5 minutes and 48. ſeconds, cauſed the Equinoxes and Sol-, 
que nullixe Jeff ſenſubie ſtices yeerly to change their places and fly back ſo many 


Ttitaik.Spher. Johan, ' 
= 97 Seguny minutes and ſeconds. Whereupon Pope Gregory the _ 


(27) 


vice and direQion of Antoninus Lilixs, and other 4 Euſtach. Phyl; * © 3 


the ad 
— Mathemartitians, in the yeare of Chriſt, 158 2. did 


he Calender ; making the yeare to conſiſt of 365. 
Pong houres, 49» Ss 2. ſeconds: (4d) And that 
the Vernall Equinoxe, which then was on the 1 I. day of 
March, might be reduced unto the 21. of March,as it was at 
che time of the firſt Nicene Conncell, (e) he commanded 10. 
dayes in the month October, viz. from the 4. day to the 14, to 
be left out ; ſo as the 4. day of the month Was accounted for the 
14-day {f). Hence it comes to paſle, that the new Accompt 
is alwaies 10. dayes before the old. PDE.” 

Bur as to the preciſe day of Chriſts Nativity, both Ac- 
comprts are erroneous : For if we ſumme up the exceſſe of 
the 7ulian yeare (which is, as we ſaid, 10, minutes and 48 
ſeconds) from the time of Azgyſf:24 Ceſar, when our Savi. 
our was borne, untiil the yeare 1643. we ſhall finde that 
the Winter Solſtice is gone back from the 25. day of De- 
cember, (g ) 12.dayes 7. houres, 44. minutes, 24» ſeconds : 
And therefore the Gregorian Accompt (bcing grounded on 
the Nicene Conncell, when as it ſhould have been reduced to 
the cime of Chrilts Nativity) erreth almoſt 2, dayes ; but 
the ?ulian Accompt more then 12, daycs; and which is 
ſo much worſe,is going every year farther and farther from 
the truth (4). Nevertheleſſe we grant: chat the Zulian Ac- 
compr, though ic remaine un-reformed, may yer for ſome 
hundred of yeares be uſed withour any grofle and palpable 
diſordering of the times. 
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parte 2. Tra&:; i. de 
Mundo & Calo, 
queſt. 6. 

c An. Dom.3 x5. 
according to Buchol- 
zerw, but 320. or 

3 22.according to 0- 
thers. 


f Fuſſis Papa in ncn- 
ſe Ofobri2 4. uſq; ad 
OA0b, 14. prateriri 

dies 10. ita 1u quaritus 


.menfis dies haberetur 
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pro decimo quarto die : 


ut equiniFicrul ac 
So!ſtitiorum dies yedu= 
cerentur ad antiquas 
illas metas, quas in 
Concilio Niceno deter- 
mmarunt $, $, Patres., 
Pucho!z.Ind. Chron. 
Pag-71 4. 

g Tempore Augufti 


Ofauiant, ut obſeruat 


Plinius,brame dies 


erat ; quodie natus 
Chriſtus aſſertor noſter. 
Valer.Bellunen.com- 
pend.in Spbzram, 
p-224. Inthe time of 
Angufizs Ofaviah, as 


*P/inic obſerveth, the 
ſhorteſt day was on the 25+ of December, on which day Chriſt our Redeemer was borne, 
(b) Nift anus aliquaudo corrigatur futurum olim eſt, ut ſalutis noftre nat4litii dies, qui brumales 
olim crant, invvernum tenpus inuadant,Þ aſcha in atatem, Valer.Beilunenſ.dd.l, > 


Having now laid open,wherein and why theſe Accompts i Vide Calena. Ja- 
differ, as alſo how they may with eſe be reduced unto the !fanum 8& Rom. Ba- 
juſt and exaRt day of Chrifts Nativity ; we proceed to the 


: . nal.Eccleſ.ſub fintm, 
proof of that wherein both Accompts agree,(i) ro wit, That 


Gencby. Chron, lib.3. 


Chriſt Was borne on the 25. day of December, which we (hall pag. 479. Gualterins h 
evidence by the clear teltimomes of the Fathers and other T=b. Chronograph, 
approved Writers, Arcicnt and Moderne, 


D3 


a Chriſto nato, fol. 2, 
Gord x Leſmor. Chr. 
AMBROSE Tom. icAppar c.4, 


ky #] 
114 | 


vigefomo quinto decemg 
of 


rou, apparat. ad an- 


(28) 

| Kk Occupaverat rotam AMBROSE hisexpreſſion is divine & elegant,(k ) Length 
- _ Fpaged _ of nights had poſſeſſed the whole day, had not the comming of 
 brevizate Chriſtirefut- C#1*ſt ſpined gloriouſly in the very ſhortneſſe of daies : Who, as 
fiſſet adventus : qui fi- by hu Birth be disþelled the darkneſſe of mens [in:,ſo allo in the 
cut ortuſuo bumazi ge- day of his Nativity he cut off the darkneſſe of night ; and by one 
bra Eeeuſſ _— and the ſame riſing brought light as well to men as days.Whence 

bf - Shen mn double fplendour of brightneſſe. 

amputauit, & uno co- AUGUSTINE faith (1) ohn Was borne as the Church by 
© demgue _ _— Pi- tradition teaches, on the 24. day of June, even when the dayes 
* + ohne; \Sooh ur begin to ſhorten;(m) but our LOR D Was borne on the 25.day of 
* -noneft mirum þ creſeis December even when the dayes begin to lengthen, Hear John 
dies, qugſtemino fulgo- himſelfe confefſivg ; He muſt increaſe, but I muſt decreaſe (n). 
ris fplendore veſtiur. Cur YSOSTOME, that wiſe Interpreter of the ſecrets of 
+ 1mm f Goa, the eye of the Church in Byzantinm (now called Con« 
ficut tradit Eccles,  antinople) and of af other Churches (0) after an exquiſite 
OFaueCalendas Fuli debate of this point, concludeth thus. Chriſt, who at the 
a, cum jam incipiuns Nativity of John had now been conceived three months in the 
minul dies- RR pure and undefiled womb ; to the end that he himſelf alſo ſhould 
Calrndas 5: Cn. fulfill nine months according to the courſe of humane birth,there 

quando jam incipiunt 7Temained for him ſix months more ; which fix months are 
ereſcere. Audi ipſum from the 24. of June #nto the 25. of December. And when nine 
Foamen iconfirewem : months were ended, in the beginning of the tenth, CHR1ST 


Lum opporter creſ= , ,, y,,,,c in the world (p). 
cere, me autem mi- 


nui, AuguR. in Pſal.r32, & de Trin.lib,z.c.5. m According to the true accompt 3 from 
which the Tuliay bath varied nore then 10. daycs, as we ſhewed before. # John 3. 30. 
(0) ©O 53 ©48 dvropprrwy copds VaogiTHs Twdyyts, 6 Ths oy BuCasliu curandias x; 
Faons aphanuds Lid, Pelufiora lib 1. Epiſt. x56. p Chriſtus qui in nativitate Ioannis jam 
rrizm mcnfum imcorrupte vutue fuerat conceptus, ſupercrant ci, ut E ipſe ſecundum humaram nati= 
vitatem ſufplerer menſes nuvem, alii menſes ſex, qui zunc oft Oftavo (alendas Tnlias in Offavo Ca- 
lendas Tanuarins ſunt menſes ſex. Quibus [upplctis novem menſibus, initiante decimo Cbriftus mundo 
na:us ft. Vide Chryſolt. expoſ.cap.1.Lucz. 


Oros1us faith, (ri? Was born on the 25.day of Decemb; 
q Natus &} (riſes when all increaſ:s of the exſuing yeer do firſt begin (q). 
V 111. Kalend Tamiwo greg xarp faith, Chrift was born in winter, he was born in 
arit, quando primum Sy" \ 
; the night (t). 


4 
EF 


ncremenss Omnia avei ; 
venientis insipiunt. P. Orof. lib, 7. cap.2. 1 Hicme natus ef, noffe natus eft Chriftus. Berna. in 


Nat. Dom. Serm 3. 


N1CE- 


it uu no mar vaile if the day increaſeth, which t cloathed with a 


3 99 tp He ES 9-4 we, "* 
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! 29) | | 
N1cBPRoRus faith, {ſ) I Was then the 15.day of Dec, [ Vigeſimus & quintur 
when, O thos Wok D OF Gop, the wnſpeakable myſtery of '" -_ Decembris 
thy goodneſſe and love towards mankind,and the exceeding gveat _ þ A _ - 
myſtery of thy marvelous Birth was accompliſhed. erga gerus humanum 
CHEMNI1T1US faith, Jr & the common opinion that the 25. te, Verbum Dei, 
day of December ſhould be hallowed for a remembrance of the M4*imunque inenars | 
4 , our Lords Nativity, F ; Y _ P ar-won ferfeee ; 
GENEBRARD hath ſhewed out of their own Accompts ceph. Hiſt, Ecclef, 
and K alenders, that the Epyptian ani Greek Charches did ces lib.1.c.12, 
lebrate the Birth- day of Chriſt as we doe, on the 25, day of De- © Vulgericopinio eff, 
cember («) : So did the Arabian, Perſian, and Syriack Chnr- & : —_— 
ckes, as learned Maſter Gregory hath fully proved (Ww), Domini ſeman. 
And cthongh concerning this matter the Scriptures have Chem.Harm.Eyang, 
given no peremptory determination,(for then diſpute were cap. 8. 


impious, and tradition needleſſe) yet ſo farre are they from * Genebr. 


being repugnant, that upon a judicious examination they by a -s 
will zppeare very conſonant thereunto, » See his Nets and 


When our Saviour was baptized of John, he began to be Obſeroaticu,chap.z4. 
about thirty yeares of age, ſaith Saint Zyke (x). Had he onely * Luk. 3-27.23. 
faid he was about thirty yeares, we might have conceived him 
co have been as well ſomewhat more as leſſe : but-by adding 
theſe words, He began to be, the Evangeliſt implies that he 
was not full thirty yeares, and yet that he wanted bur liecle, 
perhaps one day or two; for he was well nigh, he BEGAN 
(faith he ) to be about thirty yeares of age, And indeed the en- 
ering into his Miniſtry at the cime _-_ his acne (which 
all men grant he did) (9) is a ſufficient proofe that he 
wanted very little and no conſiderable time of being Thirty | ' _ wn Panty 6h 

yeares old (x) Harm,Evangel. in 
Prolegom.c.3. x Po- 
lan. Syntag. Theol, libs 6. c. 55. Becan. Loc. commun, 47, ſe&, 37. 4 Numb.4.23.30-47. 
Siquis rrigintd atatis annos non impleverit, null medo pre: byter ordinetur,etiam fs valde for dignus; 
quia & ipſe Dominus zricefimo atmo baptiFatus eſt & eepit docere. Mart.Brach.lib.can, Grzc.c. 20, 


After his Baptiſme 5:12mediately the ſpirit driveth him into 
the wilaerneſſe (a). And thongh beyond Fordan (b) there were 4 Mark 1. 12, 


many Wilderneſfs at hand : yer let us admit for his jour- - rg " 


ney 5 dayes. park i. 12, 
He Was there in the Wilderneſſe (c).. 4o dayes. oak - = 


When 


30 —— 

when thoſe dayes Were ended the Devil taketh him uÞ into 
the holy City, and ſetteth him on a pinacle of the Temple : Af- 
terwards,taketh him up into an exceeding high mount aine,and 
ſaeweth him all the Kingdomes of the werld, and the glory of 
them in a moment of time (d). For which (though for ought 


5g pe " we know theſe temptations might be within the ſpace of 
one day) yet we admit 2 da. 
* The Devill having left him, Chriſt returneth anto Berha- 
þ Jobs 3; 25. bara beyond Fordan where John ws Baptizing (e), For which 
let us admit, as we did for his progrefle 5 da, 
F The fir & day is ex- He was with obs (f) 3 da. 


—_—_—_ rer-26 The day following, he began his journey towards Canaof 

The third, ver. _ 9 Galilee (8); 3 Towne diſtant from Bethabara 66 Engliſh 

g Compare Job. 1-43 Miles (6). For which let us admit 6 da. 

with chap. 2. x. þ According to the deſcriptions of Canaan ſet forth by Mr, Tobn More, and 
Mr, Tobn Speed, which are of all others the exa&eſt. 

7 John 2+ 1, T here was a marriage in the ſaid Cana (1), after his com- 

ming thither 3 da. 

And becauſe we read of a marriage- feaſt that /aſted ſever 

& Judges 14.10,17, dayes (k), we ſhall admir that this feat alſo, (though pro- 

bably it was not ſo long) laſted 7 da, 

, After thi marriage fealt,chat when this feaſt was ended, 

L John 2.12, Chriſt went doVyne to ('apernanm (1); a Town diſtant from 

Cara of Galilee neer 30 Engliſh miles, For which journey 

let us admic 3 da, 

» John 2,12. He continued not there many dayes (m) : let us grant 6 da. 

Then the Jewes paſſcover Was at hand, and Feſus went up to 

# John 2413. Zeruſalem (n) ; diſtant from Capernaum, 72 Engliſh miles, 

bs For which journey let us allow 8 da. 

He was at 7ers/alem ſome certaine dayes before the Feaſt 

o Compare, John 2. ,Fe he Þaſſeover (0) : let us admit ' 4 da, 

ver.14 With ver. 23. | In all 92 dayes. 

Theſe ſummed up, amount unto 92 dayes, or 3 months ; 


' ſo that (if conjeRures guided by reaſon doe not very much - 


fail) our Saviour at the firſt Paſſeover after his Baptiſme 
was 3>yeares old, and about 3 months : At the ſecond 


p John 5,7, Pafſeover (p) was 31 yeares old, 'and about 3 months : At 


q Johns, 4. the third Palleover(q)was 32 years 01d,&; about a Ir"4 
t 
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At the fourth Paſſeover ( wed 
rth Paſſeover (+) was 33 yeares old, 
ray ws ; (5) on the eve whereof he Was —— b [ Us «ws Sul 
yo J a - -_ Preparation day;(t) and was the 2 5 day py Harmony, . Fegeny 
| , (vu). accompting 92 dz ; Mat 27. 63. Mar. 
Lp ark Bet or nn lll Re 
e 25 day of Decemb edi WLIL Tall u Oftevo Calendas 
of the Fathers and Writer 7 many A _ G—_ my cocepue, 
tion of the Churches of God i ASI % #5 c oy 
Howbeit of late there noe riſen - | paſſus «Chri- 
up a { . , Ceptus & paſſes Chris 
| Hambiofſusfce reap ir of ibid FE 
Fi all manner of novelties {whereby che antient _ ” Che ot. Buy | 
0 Tha Chrorch of England* might be rendred contem Po” Luce. wg 
= ave buzzed into the heads of ſome iMorant Ptl-" « tyferius Archiep. 
that Chriſt was born in the moneth of Septemb people, Armach. de Briran- 
Sun entring into Lb eptember, when the. Eccleſ.primordiis.c 
2 I. rs makes the ſecond Equinottiall, An. primordiis.c.r 
_—_ not dreamed. of, untill' Beroaldus publiſhed his 
hg vy _ y) and'it is worth our paines to obſerve bony | 
: Maſter and-Schollars do agree touching the age of / Anno Dom, 1577 
our Saviours. i ©; h ng the age of TIM 
- Beroaldou ſaith, that Chriſt liv Wk 
. | 5 ed 32 ear R . L 
_ by thoſe words. of Saint Zake, Nu - ” - = - oi rags iurs 
an. es of age, (a) he underſtands he was almoſt s oportes anno T'iberit1, 
G) th old : As if when the Scriptures expreſſe a—_ 29 cum gon etathe annum 
END almoſt 4000, But his prin 5020s egeree 33.54 off, gum 
noting the abſurdity of this expoſicion wh ne Schollar. arzos compleviſſee rri- 
30 yeares old at his Baptiſme, yet by. grants Chriſt ro be Enes duet dimidi- 
ver, he ont-runs the truth, and by coyning bne Paſſco., *%;S5r0ald. Chro.l.3. 
yeares and an hal e truth, and makes him to have'lived *_ 
33 yeares old — chers'affirme, that he was —_ : 'Aulde ly 5 103%, 
Cn On (LN Cn now IN reaps 
- half log 264" ars ;\ for whethet .he.were d «6% (er O- Lnks3s 
A fe, 0r-33 and 2.quarter, 9r:33 and aq halfe; conn, Rig 4 
| reein he right who Gay, he wazakeury 3.” yer ſill they p12. afar" 
| ſtamblio o_ they cannot produce ſo much as one poc : aror-Fobn 6. 10. 
| the g riter for the countenancing of thei a ky c Scalig.de emendat, 
ey endeavour to'fibyere the comm id DE IG 
pinion by cavils; halfe: reaſons, 3nd 'f, 1 torn | Or thodoxe 0- .4 Wolph.Chron-l. Ts 
Fr ag ld 'forperie z: wher6of we H- Broughtons Cone} . 
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Tus Fix $sT ObjeRtion, In the midſt of the weeke, he 
e Dan. g. 27. ſoall cauſe the ſaorifice and the oblation ts ceaſe(e).The Prophet 
f In dimidio heb10m4- [beaketh here of the laſt weeke of the EXX. Which if you divide 
da ceſſere —_— iſi- :nto Wo equall parts, you ſhall find the midale of it to be in the 
- th bic Proph <1; ſeventh month of the fourth yeare becauſe the weeke ends in the 
de ultima hebdomada, 80nth MA R C H, whereinour Lord ſufferid (f).. Therefore 
quam qaia defenis in our Saviour was baptized, and conſequently borne in Sep- 
menſeNiſan,quo pſu ; emgbery. 


gf Domims, þ 11%  Trz Anfiver, Chriſt may be ſaid to canſe the ſacrifice 
ED Saw in an- #1nd the oblation to ceaſe, two manner of waies : either by 
ni quarti menſe Tiſti Way of con/ummation, Or, by way of preparation. 1. By way of 
babere deprebendes.Be- couſummation ; and this was not in the midſt, but in the end 
—_— 4.c:2- of the lalt week® by the ſacrifice of himſelfe 8 : implied in 
£ Heb 9.26 S:chiÞ. choſe words Conſwmmarom of, it i fiſoed b; an allo by 
I3. Coloſl.2.17. the vail of the Temple rent in twaine i. 2. By way Of Pre- 
Sucrificia extern1 6 paration ; and this waseither IMMEBDIATLY byhimſelfe, 
Fo on:1i6 Chriflus hen he was baptized and entred into his Miniltry ; _ 
! 


Ee Polan, 22470 the midſt c, but not preciſely 4» the wid of 


Z 


; 
: 
; 
| 


F 
z 


Syn. Theol.l.9.c.30, Weeke For by the fore-going particular examination of the | 


Urſin.explicar. cate- | daies, we have ſufficiently ſhewed, that the 'time berwixe | 
cher.quzſt.92.ſc&.3. the Baptiſme of Chriſt, and the next Paſeoyer, cannot with 


þ John 19. 30. 
# Mar. 29. 51. Mark 
15. 38. John.q.23. 


2ny probability be extended beyond rhe ſpace of 3, monrks, 
Oc ME B1ATLY by his fore-runner, herald, and I/eſſes- 


Pelom tempts fiſſum oft ger, Folm the Baptsſt, who preaching the Baptiſme of repen- | 


In dnas partes 2 fum= tance 1, did ſo propare the way of the Lord, that all ſacrifices, 
mo uſqzed imum ut in- pp,e;ou; , Lepall rites and ceremonies, were afterwards 


dicarerur abrogatam 3 ont ſcruple forſaken and abandoned. Hence our Savt-. 
2 —_— our ſaith, The Eaw and the Prophets were untill John m : and! 


Levitici in ſaufium thus in the midſt of the laſt weeke, Chriſt preparatively by | 
fanfloruom &' deinceps John cauſed the ſacrifice and the oblation to ceaſe ; For Foln, 
po wer "Lecaics the Bapriſt began to preach in rhe month September, ſoon 

ſacerderii,Polan.Syn., After the Fealt of Trumpets ». | 

tag. Theol. lib, 6. | oy | 
cap. 18, k, The Scriptures Harmony, pag. 4% t Mark 1.2,3,4. 1. Math, 11. 13. Lule 
16. 16. Foannes Baptifta Anno 1 5. Tiberii 6 ef. voeatione drums exciidens penbent ram predricare 
incipit, wereris Teftaments abrogationen inflituto Baptiſmo orditur, Bulchoz: Lad, Chrondl. pay: 

145. # Levit23.24. Numb.29.1, Faac.Comment,in Cbronologlib.z, = | 
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Tas Sz cond Objeftion. Jobs Wat conetiued preſently 0 Luk. 1.8. 23,2 


after Zachariat had execnted the Prieſts office before GOD in p Luk. 1.5. 
q 1 Chron.24.10, 


the erder of b1s.corrſe 0; who was of the courſe of eAbia p, the 
eighth courſe of the Prieſts q: But the eighth _ of the Laker ; 36 : 
Prieſts fell in the end.of 7uve; for every conrſe continued a * 1 Chron. 9.25. 
fortnight, and eight fortnights make foure months; which Joſeph. Aniqu. Jud. | 
four months (accounting from the beginning of 45:5, now l. 7.C. IT. Godwins | 
called March,the firſt month of the yearer ) will end in Zune: —_— _ y 
Therefore Joby was.conceived.in Zaxe; and by conſequence, he Aembly of Diy 
not Chrilis Birth, but his Conception (which was fix months on 2 Chron. 24.9, ; 
after 7ohns) muſt be in December. u 1 Ctro.24u8, | 
Taz Anſwer, We grant the 2ajor ; but the Afinor is IM the Var 
notorioufly falſe; For Firſt, The Prieſts: courſe was week!y, 2. peek = ns. 
and continued'from Sabbath to Sabbaths. and Aaron, 1, _ | 
Secondly, It ſuppoſeth that the Prieſts. courſes and. the y #ilers fix-told | 
yeare began together ; which is againſt common ſenſe; for 77 Exo.12.4-F | 
there being but 24.courſes, (») it. mult needs be that at the —— 
end of the 24b. courſe, the firlt began,and ſo could have no ci ſorre ow loco 


relation to the month or time of the yeare. miniſterium obeun= _ 
Thirdly, it ſuppoſeth that the month 445, was wholly ry erat it Sacrario 2 | 
quando aut ; 


the ſame with-our 2farch,which is contrary to all Writers; j;,* 1m eu 
| and at the moſt admit that 445:btooke part of Aſarch, nobjr. Beroald. 


—_ 
and Mrt of April (x); And ſometimes (faith 1/1//er) it may; nic-l.4.c.2. oy 
be 1 Without March ; as, When the Hebrews every third year 0 Eos qui curiefiue tis 
put in a month to make the yeare agree with the courſe of the 5" "ai Dominin * 2 
Sunn. y tim ret fond 
Wherefore the ſaid Argument being built upon ſo many. —_— ny 4 Viet 
fallities and uncertainties, can conclude nothing, And,here- menfss x4, wy AE. 
in our Oppoſite Beroaldus ſpeakes very ingenuouſly, both grins pontaml 
wo — _—_ faRion ; We (faith he) doe neither wn. Se 4d "ng " 
rſtand When the conrſe of Zacharias py. Pn | 
lofbed, * ſe of 4s 14s, ner how long it veel. ſeribit; 
Taz Tryrkd ObjeRion, Clemens Alexandrinus-wri- g_—_ ata ; 
teth, that they wha very curiouſly have ſought after the yeare-þ About che yeare F 
and day of our Lord: Birth, have nary ſome unto the 25, *e'Lord, 195. F 
day of the momb of May, ſome unto the 25. day of eApril o, ? Beroald.Chron Ly 
Therefore in his time- the day of Chrilts Birth was not — IS wee 
certainly knowne 9. In CRY 
| E 2 Tus "IJ 


" Tas Anſwer. If this argument be good, then there is 
noſpoint either in Divinity or Philoſophy certainly krowne'; 
becauſe there is no'/point which is not through ignorance, 
wilfulneſſe, or an itching affeRation of ſingularity by ſome 
contradifed ; at leaſt queſtioned, Howſoever, had theſe 
cnriows ſearchers ſhewed us where S, Luke ſaith, that Chri/# 
was conceived in the ſixth month of the Legal yeare,we would 
have concluded with-chem, that Chriſt was borne either in 
May, by reckoning from Auguſt excluſively; or in April, by 
_ accompting from eLugnſt incluſroely : but there can be no. 
thing more certaine then that they are miſtaken. For the 
Angell Gabrie/docs direAtly fay, this i the ſixth month (not 
| from the beginning of the year, but ) with her,who was called 
+ Luke 36. +'- barrenr; that is, from the conception of oh» the Baptiſt. 
|  Nordoes Clemens Alexanadrinus afford theſe ſearchers any 
more credit then the bare mentioning of their groundleſle 
phanſies ; which truly is more then they deſerved. 

Taz Four TH Objeftion, It was the cuſtome of the 
Church of Alexandria to celebrate the birth of John Baptiſt, 
at the firſt time when that Solemnity was there brought in, on 
J the 23, day of Aptill ; as Cyrill reporteth in an Homily upon 
AM that ſubjeft. And if Fohn the' Baptiſ# was borne'in April, 

If. Caſaub. Exer- then could not Chriſ? be borne in December, (/) there be- 
ENAt.I.Cap.25, ing bne 6 Moneths berween their births (7). 
— of Taz Anſwer, Allthe Homilies of Cyril, uſually yled 
| | brs twelve Bookes of Comments upon Fohy, are both by Pro. 
=  teſtants and Papiſts accounted of very litcle or no authori- 
W-= <- ty. For, it is certaine that one Fodocus Chiftovers wrote 4, 
Www - bookes of thoſe twelve, and ths reſt are held d»bions and 
£ jy: preepar * much unlikely to be Cyrils (#). Nor is it probably erue, 
Problem. Anno that the Church of Alexandria ſhould once celebrate the 
hrifti.430-Bellarm, Birth-day of John Baptiſt in April; ſeeing the Epyptian 
Catalog.Eccleſ. , {Þyrches (of which the Church of Alexandria was the 
FEACY: Chiefe) dd ever maintaine that Chriſt was Borne 01 the 25. day 
Genebr.Chronol. of December, a»d yeerly kept that day Feſtivall in memory 
»P- 266: 267. thereof (W). Beſides, the words here alledged (be they 
"21 » ++ + Cyr1ils, or be they not) doe no way impugne us, for jn re- 
ap.z4 gardthatthe Church of Alexanaria forſgok the Obfſerva-? 
: £i0n 


- 


(35) 


tion of the 23. of April which at firſ# they Obſerved, it is 


apparent they found themſelves in an errouc : And in re- 


gard they afterwards conſtantly celebrated the birth of ohys 
Baptiſt on the 24. of Z#»e (which our Adverſaries them- 
ſelves acknowledge,) (x) it muſt needs be, that they judged 


the Greek and Latine Churches to be in the right, 


Tas FiFTH ObjeRtion, Bede afficmes, that the Inds- 
ions began on the 24.day of September (5);and that onr Lord 
was borne (IndiRtione quarta ineunte) When the fourth Indi- 
an: Therefore Chriſt was borne on the 24. day of 


fon be 


September t, 
Tax Anſwer. Bede does not ſay, that our Lord was borne 


when the fourth Indiion began, but 5» the fourth Indiftion, 
according to Dionyſies u ; which@ords are too generall for 
us to conclude thence the yeare of Chris Birth, much lefſe 
the month, leaſt of all the day. And yer conſidering that ar 
Tndiftion is the Face of 1 5. yeares *, he might very well have 
ſaid ſo; though Chriſt was not borne till the end of 3. 
months after the firſt day of the Indio»; As we fay fre- 


quently, that ſuch athing was or hapned in the beginning of > 7, 


our K:»gs reigne, though it were 3. 6, or 10, months after 
the firſt day of His reigne. 

Taz S1XxTH ObjeRion, Taxes and ColleRions of Tri- 
bute began on the 24. day of September ; as appeares by the 
Indiftions, which were inſtituted to beare accompt of the pay- 
. ment of tribute y ; Therefore eTnuguſins Ceſars Decree at 
our Sxviours Bi'th, that al the worl1 ſhould be taxed, went ont 
| (z)on the 24. of Sepr. and fo Chri/t was born onthat day 4. 
Taz Anſwer, We deny th: Argument : For it is a molt 
abſurd inference,vsz.becauſe the ordinary and yeerly taxes, 
 eolleRions of tribute, and Inditions (which were invented 
1nthe time of Conſtantine the Great, and ordained by Him 
| 312, yeares after (hriſt b) began on the 24. day of Sep- 
| tember ; therefore that extraordinary and moſt remarksble 
bemonti by Auguſirs(e/ar when our Saviour was born, 


egan on the ſame day. Nay, here is a cluſter of abſurdiries : 
or if the iſſuing forth of (e/ars Decree, and our Swiours 


Birth were on the ſelfe-lame day, then was the Decr: e 
; E 3 ſear 


x If, Caſaub.l\,dd. 


ſ Tucipiunt Tndifio- 
nes ab VITE. Catendas 
Oftobris, ibidemgzter< 
minatur. Beda libro. 
de ratione Tempo» 
rum, Cc. 46, 


# Beroald. Chron. | 


lib. 3.C. 8, 
u «Quarta indiffione ſe- 
cundum Dionyfoum ne- 
tz cf} Dominus. Beda 
lib.dd.c. 47- 


x Indiftio of -ffaciuns 


quindecim aunorum. 


Bulchoz. Chronol. ; 


pag-131. 


y Hoptgns Concor- | 


dancy of yearg$,cC. 32+ 
uke 2:1, yy 

4 Beroald.ibid-m. 

b era immdiftionum 
Caſarea, in ſcriptoribus 
Gracis uſfuratiſſima,in- 
cipit 24. Septembris, 
Amo Chriſti, 312. it- 
ftituua fuit. 2. Con- 


ftautino Magno. Bul-. 


choz. Ind.Chronol-p. 
21 2.Calviſ.Ifag; 
Chron.c.g. 

(yolus indiffionm in- 


ſtitutma eſt in Concilio 


Niceno, qui poſt quit 
decem annos in orbem 
redeat. Romani hanc 
aram indifiionum 
mncepcrant & Calcndis 
Fan. ſequintibus: quos, 
& nos bodice ſequimur, 
Alſted.2. Chronol, , 
Epocharum-ſe&.6, : 


a. 
% 
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and from N3zareth oſeph With (Mary bis efpauſed. Wife 
great With child ©, and expeRing eve n4 —— bedake 
_ vered, mult forthwith poſt 95.Engliſh miles untoBerblebems, 
all in one day, But who knowes not that Erronr begets Er. 
. wvour ?. 
4 No marvaile if Tus SEVENTH OdjeRion, ef Felv d world not ſoone 
theſe Seprembrians 0p= believe that a Wiſe Emperonr as Auguſtus Was, wonl4 command 
. Poſe the tradition of ,,,,0 y1ey ro come in Winter to their Wn Townes, Neither Was 
oo - _— © 5t the fit time for the Shepherds to be in the field. And as Bap- 
the rule of their do- £iſme Was according to hu Birth-month it was not wholſome for 
Qrine. men to goe up to the head in water in mid winter, Therefore 
e Beroald. lib. d d. Chriſt was not borne in December ©, 
c, dd. Hoſpinien. d&, Tas Anſwer, The LanSof Cava ( now called Pale- 
Dom avi. 1fs * line f) is found to extend it ſelfe from the degree 30, and 
Chron.c. 46. ” Shear 4 52. Scruples, unto the degree 33. and 44. Scruples of Ly. 
zons Advertiſement of titude or Elevation ; And for Longitude, it is placed be- 
Corruptions.p-43-44. twixe the degree 64. 32. Minutes, and the degree 69. and 
f <Queſ — -* F o 10.minutes £ : ſo that it is included fully and wholly with. 
the Philiſtians. Vide in the third Climate b:; the fame Climate in which Fez and 
Varabl.cranſlar. Bibl. Aforocco # are ſcituace ; where the winter-ſeaſon (as every 
g According to the Geographer and Mariner will cell us ) is hotter then our 
obſervations of May here in England : and yet Paleſtine in heate exceeds 


__ yooery and Fezand Morocce, becauſe it lyeth above 40. degrees nearer 
b Euſtach. in Ap- Eaſt then they doe 4. ; 


pend, TraQ. 1,part 2+ 


" ſene from Kemeto azureth, above 3 2000 miles diſtane, 


PEEREPDs me 
Gs. ES 


de Phyſ. 3 
k Cerpenters Geography lib,z.c.3. Theorem. 10, 


% 


This alſo may be colleAed out of the Scripture ; For in 


regard that a ſzeafe of the firſt fruits of harveſt was yearly 
t Levit. 23.5,<,10,11 offered on the ſecond day after the Paſſeover !, which wa 
m Secunds exymorm the 16, day of the Jewes Month A616 , alias Niſan m, and! 
die,quee i mcnfis bujus | 
decima ſexta, frugibus demiſſis et haffenus intaftis incipiunt frui : aquumque rati Deum huju' 
ubertatis authorem per gratitudinem honorart, _— eruns. Joſeph. Antiqu. Jud.ltb, 
cap. 10. Sce Perkins. 2 volum. pag, 680. In Paleſtins Meſſem hordeaceam inchoatane Fai 
ftazim poſt Paſcha, et ante Pemecoſten abſolutam fſuiſſe etiam raicean meſſem eernuwn ct mani 416 
eft. Chemnic.Harm.Evang. Prolegom, cap, 3+ 


ote, that Africa tooke irs name from 2 & geizn , that is , without ” : 


jo '' - . 
* - : = . 
, - V Tr -E 
=_ , wilt — 6 I = = 


(37) of -_ L uh ape T5 B þ 
is with us the 27. of Mach n, ( which 27. moen.tg « I's 
the true accomprt , falls on the 15, of our Afb) Iew 
neceſſarily follow, that the temperature of ch&Momh - - © 
December in the Land of (avacr, is anfwerable' eo war- 7 
May, if not Fane. Though therefore a d5/obedient nnd gawk. Sw 7 
ſaying 0 Jew will not believg,yer an underſtanding Chenltian, d. Ron: 585. 1 
cannot but grant, that the ſeaſon of the year. did no way .'* 7 IE. 
hinder the convenient execution of Ceſars Decree, nor the 2, ll 
Shepheards being in the fields, nor our Saviours going into 
the River Jordan, in December. | 

Taz Ei GuTtH Objection. In times paſt there bave been 
various Opinions in the Church concerning the Birth of Chriſt ; 
ſome held he Was borne on the Sixth of January, &wut Epipha- = 
nias ſaith on the Fifth ; p ſome ſaid on the Tenth of April, p Beroald Chron. libs 
ſome on the ninteenth of May, others in the moneth Sepember, 4.c-2. | ; 
| Tas Mosrt PART on the 25th, of December q. And if iz q ; 


| times paſt the day of Chriſts Birth was not agreed on ; #t _— ET wy ; 
| God ,ot man,,nſt now determine it r. c nins Det oft ; notd | 


| Tau Anſwer. This Argument is many wayes abſurd, honrinis definire ditn) - 
| and in ir ſelfe contraditory. For, amongſt all people and Joteph. Scalig.in Cas: 
Nations the confent of che moſt part is an agceement;other- 2*nibus Iagogicisy®' 
wiſe there would be never any agreement in this World, ? "— 1] 
Again, it tels us not, who thoſe ſowze and others were : belike, 
men of ſach learning and note, that the ancient Church- 
Writers Wow/41 not mention them, and our Adverſaries- 


Chriſt Was borne in the 33. yeare of the firſt Herod, the Son of 3:0 
Antipater, which was the 42. yeare of Auguſtus Czar ;{ but # p17; falls ff i 


eſſe and; miſerable ine of Schyſmaticks : From doubr- P28 570 
ings. of the trurh they fall into denials , from denials new 4ugyfi coſwintpic | 
Opinions, from new Opinions to manifeſt and bold lying, phan.concra HzreCl.7 
from lying to horrible confuſion,and in the end conclude in *-tom4. Here. 20.85: 
jaſtnothing, ſave their own ſhame.  3.com-2-Harcl. 784 

@ T1» NintH OvjcRtion, The Church of England does 
Hot celebrate the true day of Chriſts Birth : therefore the 


Church of Exgland is erroneous, Tam 


(38) | 

-T x 8 Anſwer. Wee deny the Antecedent ; for though 
the Church of England does not celebrate the true day ex. 
aRly and preciſely taken , as wee ſaid before : yet ſhe cele- 
brates the true day according to the 7ulian Accompt,which 
: Accompt is yet generally embraced by the Proteſtants, and 
P i Var efgw: yn not to be deſpiſed p. Nevertheleſle it is not the day, but the 
| ſurvimus : has ſola eff benefit we remember , Which no c0:d Chriſtian will 4eny ſhould 
| certiſſimum tempor be done q, 
* vebiculii, cum omnibus 
; ft notiſcima, familiariſsima, cognitu ct obſeruatu facillima, et a4 temporum 2 crcatione mundi bus 


| F Luke 2.8 


ſ DQuengen Tohames 
s SS roboſs ct qui 
cam ſequumtur n0- 
| ming permutant , et 
| quem nos vaturalem, 
f croilem ceu artifi= 
- Cialem 3 quem nos ci- 
-wilcm , alli naturalem 
| diem wocant : nos Vee 
ritetem ſcquimur. Po- 
lan. Synag. Theol. 
lib. 1.c.45. & lib. 5. c. 
16. Hanc diei uaturalis 
epartificialis appcllati- 
i xe!) definitiomemgque, 
movin ct barbars ſcm- 
per credide,quiſqus eam 


mus obs; rradiderit. 


1 ide ſcholion. Eliz Vineti in ſphzram Joan, alacroboſco, c. 3-t yuxbnps Kb Y TW god 
rexroinga. 2; CU-11.25.., Gen1.y, x, Luke 2,8. y More, Romano dies @ media wotte 

| et ſequentis nois media parte finitur : Traque - quiequigl it his viginti quaguor boris (id off 
| þb ,:e- lure madia ) aFum ct , perinde eſt quaſe. quavjs bora luis aftum .eſſet. Palus I Ctus 
Dieecſt.juc. Civil.l.2,cic.1 2. . i a on 


| labentium ſeriem deducendum accomodariſsima,Calviſ, Iſag. Chron.cap. 8. q See the life and 
| death of WiKlam Cooper, Biſhop of Galloway.pag.8. 


Taz TENTH, and laſt ObjeRion. Chriſt was borne in 
the »ight r: Therefore hee was borne on the 25. day of 
December, 

Taz Anſwer, The: day is of two ſorts ; Naturall or Ci 
vill ; { The natwrall day is the time from Sun-riſfing unto 
Sun-ſetting ; whoſe oppoſite is the =ight, from Sun-ſct un» 
to Sun-riſing. The Civill day is the ſpace of 24. houres, in 
which time the Sunne is bythe firſt orbe carried round a+ 
bout the World:; It containes as welh the night as the trag 
day ; and is therefore termed by the Greeks * yvybiusesr, 
& may in Latine be aptly tranſlated not:dinm, The tormer 
is meant when God called the light, day : The latter, when it 
is ſaid,the evening and the morning made the firſt day u, And 
of the latter wee ought here to be underſtood when wee 


ſpeake of the 25 day. of December ; For onr Saviour was 


borne preſently after 12. a Clock in the Night *, at which 
time the Civill day began accordiog to the cuſtome of the 
Romans y. | 


- 


inci< 


- 


The vanity.and weakne(ſe of all obje&ions ;to the cons 


trary Le ng difcovered, we conclude, accordingto the Te. 


ſtimonies 


* __—RRT”” Or IT ns 


ſtimony of the ancient Fathers , the Tradition of. the 1 m 
Churches of God, and the evident concurrence of Sacred 1 
Scripture, That the 15 deyof Detember % the juſt, brine and 
oxalt day of onr Savionrs Births DET 


SCT. YIl 
The ,work_ of the Day, 


Q How good,how pleaſant,how kind a thing it isto re- '- "i 

member the Work of the Day in its own Day 3, 2a Opn die indie ſus. + 

This worke , whether at home or in publique conſiſts of = 

three parts or duties, The firſt is, a reverend explana- 

Tron; 

r. Os Twus PERSON INCARNATED :t which Was 

Chriſt the Lord b, The Word , the Eternali Sonne of God, z xt 2. rx 

the ſecond perſon of the moſt glorious Trinity , Was made _ 

fleſh c ; not by the converſion of the Godhead into fi-ſh d, © ® Ny@ ode 

but by aſſuming unto the Godhead the nature (not the per- £7557 o.John 1.14, 

ſon © ) of man, and-all the nacurall infirmities thereof, «I IR 

ſinne excepted f ; which nature the Father formed in the , Wollcb. Chrif: 

Sonne by the Holy.Gholt , of the ſubſtance of the bleed Theolog,lib.r.c, 16 

Virgin Mary,who. was of the Tribe of ?#u4ah, of the-Roy- f Heb-2.17. & 4.15 

all Family of David g. Wherefore.(hriſt was perfeft God, v0ACY Buy BTE 

and ſo equall to the Father b ; perfef? man,and ſo inferionr Tdyla, Ta quoixe x, 

to the Father 3, | dSidfanle me3n 
: dySewnrs avinabsy 

3aoy yas + arFewroy x aravia Ta 3s arSedmre avinafbe, malw Tis dpartias, 

GO os bn fdei, lib. 3. c, 20, g Luke 1. 32, þ Joh. 10. 30, Phil, 2. 61 

Z 400N I4, 2% ; - 


he be » ad 


- 2How CunisT Was Bows Or Tus VirnGIN 
Maxy - and that was by opening of the Womb & after k Luke 2.7.23 


the ordinary way ; not »tero clauſo, the Womb being ſhut, as 


the Papiſts imagine /, | Catechiſm. Rom: . 
3. WHERE HE Was Borne :to wit, i» the Land of P3**-cap-4- Reſpon. 


ad queſt, 4. 


7udah,in Bethelchem ra which ſignifics,the houſe of Bread n ; ,, v1. . 6 
reaching us, that (hriſt was the true bread of life which came n PC Lexicon; - 
h F down 


[] Joh. 6, 33+35. 
| Luke 2.7+ 


Luke 2: 1+ 2, 
y Toſepbus calleth him 
utrinius ; and in 
placing this Taxe 
afcer the degrading 
of A , _ 
eares. Sce Toſcp 
4 Lew! ad.lib,17.c.ult. 
& lib.18.c.1. 
{ Gen. 49.10. 
s Lu'c 2.3. 
x Luke 1.78, 79- 
x Luke 2.8,9,10,1!. 
3 Mar. 2, 3, 3, 1. 


Jowvn from Heaven, ® Tn x ſtable ; and was Laid in # Manger: 


becanſe there was no reome for them in the Inue , þ ing 
vs by. his example to beate corporall poverty. with pa- 
rience. DI "HP 

4. Wytn HE Was BoRNs : andthat was r,when 
a Decree went ont from Auguſtus Czar that all the world 
ſpouldbe taxed. 2.When Cyrenius was Governor of Syria q.The 
Evangeliſt ſayes not of 7#dea,becauſe}ndea was at that time 
joyned unto the Province of Syria r : teaching us, that the 
true Meſſtah,Chriſt, was come ; For the Scepter Was the dd- 
partednot only from theTribe of Fndah, 1 but even from the 
Jews. 3. In the »ight « ; fignifying that the day-ſpring fron 
on bigh viſited us to give light to them that ſate in darkneſſr,and 
in the ſhadow of death u. 

5.0s Gors Gracious And MIRACULOus 


. DiscoverY Oy His BfkTH. 1.To the poore Shep- 


heards, neere Berhelchems,by an Angell *. 2. To the rich 
Wiſemen in the Eaſt by a Star 7 : teaching us, that poore 
and rich, ſimple and wiſe, Jew and Gentile, neere and 


_ farre off, are all alike accepted by God, in, through,and for 


T Gen. 3. If, & Iz, 

& 18.18 & 24.8. 

: Pſal. 22.18. 

Ifa.7.14.& 9.6,7+ 

Ter. 23.5. Mich. 5. 2. 

Hoſ.11.a Hay. 2-9. 

Tech. 8.9,10.& 6.12. 
& 9:9. 

6 Tobn 3+ 16,17. 

1 John 4.9,10. 

d Gal. 4.4, Fſ, 

ec Rom. 5.12. 

f lohn 4.42. 

g 2 Chron. 16.7. 

Epheſ. 5.19, 

þ Gen. a1.8. 

1 Chron 12.39,40. 


&K 163. 


Chriſt. | 
6. Of the glorious celebration of Chriſts Nativity by a 
multitude of the beavenly hoſt praiſing GoD &. 

The ſecond part is a pious medication on the Emp and 
NscEs$$s1TyY of Chriſts Birth ; and that was threefold. 
I. That Gods Promiſes 4, and the prediQions of his ſer-. 
vants the Prophets b, might be accompliſhed. 2. That God 
might thereby mam/ei7 his love towards mankinde #, 3. That 

. redemption might be to them that were rnder the Law 4: 
otherwiſe eternall death had paſſed upon all men, for that all 
have (med e. FS 

The third and chiefeſt part is, an humble and ſincere 
thankſgiving unto Go Þ for thoſe great and uneſtima- 


| ble benefirs which wee receive by the ſacred Birth of our 


Lord CHRIST, the Saviowr of the World f : outwardly 
exprefling our thinkfulnefle, 1, 1» Pſalmes and Hymnes, 
and fpirituall Songs 8. 2, In a larger and more liberall 
uſe of Gods Creatures then at ordinary times, Þ 3. In 

| our 


(41), 

gur. charity unto, the needy members of Chriſti, - #iLuke 14. 13. 

| Whoſocver therefore regarderh.this day aright, mult re- 
gerd it unto the Lord, giving God thanks and not fpend ,p 
it #22 rioting and drwnkgnxe ſe, nor in chambring and wanton- 
eſſe | as to too many have done, to the high diſhonour ! Rom, r3, r3. 
of Almighty God, the reproach of our Church ; and the T5c does which are 
fearfult hazard of their owne ſoules. ee ode = qe 

Gods mereier, t to he cloathed with rhoſe 0u:werd robes of bolineſſe, w differnce 

om other dayes _ made (cnfolle. otra Morn Palyci, uo _— — 


At patheticall exhortatian wnte the trica Sornes of the Church of 
England, 18 


A Re theſe things ſo? May Chriſtizn Magiſtrates con- 

ſirute Feaſt. dayes, and require obedience unto ſuch ' 
Conltitutions4 > Has the Church of Zxgland Ordained 4 Sc. 2. 

that the Birth-day of (ri ſhould be yearly kept Feſti- 

vall 5 2 Is this Ordination grounded npon the Scri- ; ,, aq 5 paws. 
ptures c? Is it confirmed by the praftice of the Chriſtian c. 3.  Eliz.c, z. 
Church from the time of the Apoſtles unto this day, and < Sch: 4, 

doe all Reformed Churches approve thereof 4? Is the 25. 4 Sea. 5. 

day of December the Birth-day of our Saviour e? Does the , 58. 6. 

work of the day tend to the Glory of God, the Honour of 

Chriſt , and Comfort of his Church f ? What wretched f Sea. 7; 
Herodians are they then, who revile and envy the ſolemni« 

zation of Chriſts Birth, calling it Heathexi/me, and moſt 

blaſphemouſly perſwading the people g, That a Feaſt cele- £ Thele words, or 


brated unto the Honour of CyRIST, # 10 better then that ©? the ſame _—_ 
Feaſt which the Iſraelites made unto the molten Calfe h ? —_ cer og c = ” F , 


Cornhill, on the Lords day, the 25. of February, 1643. God give the ſpcaker repegtance to the 
accknowledging of the truth, 2 Tim. 2.25. b Exod. 32.4, 54 6- . | 


But let us, Brethren, who have not ſo learned Chrift i, i Ephel. 4.20, 
be ſubjeft to Principalities and Powers : let ns obey Magi- & Thus > 2; 
| ffirates; andbe ready to every good work k , not daring to MIO 


deſpiſe our Mother the Church, :he ow/e of (Chriſt! : let 1 Cant, 4. 9: 
| Fa us 


m 2 Der. 2, 10. 13, 
17,19.Jude 8.1 2,13. 
B2 Thel. \S$- 1 N 


þ See Wills Syn 

» s oynop- 
fis. 9. generall Con- 
troverkic. quzR, 8.p. 
$05» 


(42) 
us beware of thoſe who are preſumptuem, ſelf-wiled, that 
bring railing accuſations : who are Fots in our Feafts of 
charity, wandring Starres, wells without Water, clouds that are 
carried With a tempeſt, while they promiſe liberty, they them- 
ſelves are the ſervants of corruption, to Whom the miſt of dark- 
neſſe ts reſerved for ever m, Let us ſtand faſt, and hold the 
traditions which we have been tanght n : let us make them 
knowne to our children, that the generations to come may know 
them, even the children Which ſhall be borne ; who ſhall ariſe 
and declare them to their children, that they may not forget the 
workes of God 9; And principally, may keepe the memo- 
rizll of Cur 1s Ts Nativityp; continuing the celebration 
of thismoſt ancient,moſt Chriſtian, molt bleſſed Feaſt; untill 
the ſecond coming of SK1 L0H, | 


Halelu-jah. 


I Up 
$3242 03040300000.4:.4.3. 
AN | 
AN 5 WW £2 
TOSIXTEEN 
QUE TEX 
Touching the Riſe and Obſervation of 
CMS T M48; 
Propounded by Mr.JoSE PH HEMING of Vttoxeter. | 


Hongh, if we conſider the time fince the 
foregoing Treatiſe was publiſhed, it being 
five yeares coinpleat laſt April, 1649, we 
might rather inſiſt upon an Anſwer. from 
our Opponents, then take notice of their 
Dneres, which to mnltiply into ſcores or 
hundreds, is nothing difficult, even to the 
OY meaneſt Sophiſter: Yer leſt our Chriſtian 
Solemnity ſhould ſaffer by our ſilence, -and for the. ſatisfaRion 
of this Quzriſt and all others whom the Spirit of contradition 
and by-ends- have not * made uncapable of the truth , we 
ſhall briefly and clearly return our Reſolution. to each parti- 
cular ; With reference, as occaſion: ſhall:be and thar' often is, 
to what hath been above. delivere@;;' it being altogether im- 
proper and needlefſe to make repetition, 


(0 &RS-4.: 7 WE 
Whether ſuch Religjous (ſuftomes as are binding to all the Churches of Jeſus ; -- 
Chriſt, ought ot to have ſare footing upon the Word of GOD, or Apoſtolicall 


Pratiice ? 
ANSWER. 
VVE muſt here diſtinguiſh of Re/igious(uſtomes : Some are 
' Y Religious Ab/olately, ſome Refpeively, Cultomes ab- 


ſalntely religious, have ſure footing upon the Word of 
CER | F 3 s GOD 


! 
T6 


- 
-” SW 
- ” 

- 


(44) 
G OD, either in expreſſe termes or by evident conſ-quence ; 
as The peoples aſſemblang to GOD'S Service, the Celebration of the 
Sacraments,and the like : Theſe areabſolutely and ever bind- 
ing to all the Churches of Jeſus Chriſt, Cultomes reeftively 
religious, are ſuch as in reſpeR of their Matter, Iunner, End 
are Religious, but have their Inſtitution from the praRice 
and Authority of G O D'S Church ; Of which number is this 
Obſervation of the Nativity ; The atrer whereof is our Sa- 
viours Birth, The farner is with preaching, prayers, thankſ. 
giving, almes, and a liberail yet ſober uſe of GOD'S Crea- 
cures; The Endis the Honor of Chriſt and our owne Edifi- 
cation: Theſe Cuſtomes though in themſelves things indif- 
ferent, yet in reſpe& of the Churches Authority become bind- 
ing ; and the wilfull contempt of them is a contempt of An- 
thority, 2 ſcandall and offence eo the Church, which by the joynt 


4 +4 wy conſent of all Proteſtant. Divines is a ſinne againſt che Morall 


Alſo, Harmon. Law 4. 
E Contel. fidei. Se&. 16. ARs and Monuments, yol.1.pages.col.8. Maſter Edwards Treatiſe - 


again Toleration.pap. 14. 

Your 2were then containes 2 double errour : | 

Firlt, it implies a miſunderſtanding of the Nature of our Fes 

ſtivall ; for we eſteeme it not ( as you propound ) amongſt 

Cuſtomes ab/olutely religions. TIO 

Secondly,by the DisjunRive Oy you infinuate , that ſuch Cn- 

ftomes as have ſure footing upon Apoſtolicall Praftice, are abſolutely 

religions and binding to all Chriftian Churches;Which is falſe; For 

it is the Apoſtolicall Precept, not Apoltolicall Pra#ice, that 

makes a Cuſtome adb/olately religious and univerſally binding. 

> Ae Mr-Send The Pradice of qur Saviqur himſclfe, and of his Apoſtles with 
4% ould have Dim, and of the Church. to boot b, did not change the Nature of 
in bis Chriſti- things indiffcrent : but as they uſed them freely, ſo they left 
ans daily watk. them free : We read, that the holy Communion was celebrated 
cap.6.pag.158. at the eime of Supper, by our Saviour and his Diſciples c., by the 
eMat26-20.26 Diſciples and the Church of T7045 d, by the Church at Corinth : 
e1 Cor 11,21, and yet who will ſay ; that the Celebration of the Communion 

at that time is a Cuſtome abſo/ntely religious, hath. Aughority of 

Divine Precept, and bindeth a}l the Churches of Chriſt? ' 


QUERE 


2UIMERENL. ©  om—_—Y 
Whether you can ſubſtantially prove that Chriſt was horne .0n the 25, of L 
December ? and what your proofes are ? | 4 


ANSWER. © 

If the full conſent of clear and undoubted Records, if the Te- 
ſtimony of the ancient Greek and Latin Churches, if the generall 
Acknowledgment of thoſe that profeſſe Chriſtianity, be /#6- 
ſantiall proofs ; (which no man of common ſenſe will deny) then 
have we ſubſtantially proved that Chriſt Was borne os the 25. of . 
December. (f) And truly upon the like reaſons as our Op- 2 6 
ponents make ſcruple at this, may they queſtion what ever is Seeing 
chronicled : Admit, we ſhould affirme, that 7z7i4;ams the Con. 
querour was crowned at Weſtiminfter on the 25 of December, 
and for the Authority thereof quote Roger de Hoveden, Matthew 
Parr, xed others ; Might not one ask, as they doe of Chriſts 
Birth-day, how could this be ? King Herold was high and puiſ- 
ſant in October before ; anda Sonldier cannot ſoon beleeve that a 
wiſe Printe as Duke William was,would in winter with his Southern c " 
people, wage Warre in a Northrene ('ountrey, Neither was it the fit © 
time for Armies ta bein the field ;' And it 1s not probable, that this Chron. 1. 3.c.8. 
Kingdome Wat conquered in the face of two Winter moneths.(g) and Brough- 
But, what ſenſe is in fuch kind of arguing, we leave to the Judge- 905 Advertiſe- 
ment of any rationall man ; and for perfect ſolution of this 770 of Gn 
Duere referre you to our ſixth SeRion, PIPER 


2 UMGRE I. & IV. 


Whether the Celebration of that day can be clearly warranted by you from 
Scripture ? and what your $criprures are, Or, Whether you-can clear it by 
found conſequence from the New Teſtament,though nor ſer downe there 


in rotidem verbs. 
ANSWER, 

Both theſe 2 eres ariſe from 2 miſtaken Principle ; For the 
Obſervation of this Feaſt (as we ſaid before) is not 'a Cuftome 
abſolutely religious, whoſe warrant indeed is from Scripture, es- 
ther expreſly or by ſound Conſequence. Howbeit we mult note ; 
Though this Anniverſary Feſtivall hath no particular and Spe- 
ciall Scripture-warrant, whereby this very day is ſet apart to 


this very end ; yet it may have and hath a Geyerall Scripture= 
warrant, 


warrant, under which it is authoriſed : For the Obſervation | 


bAmeſ.Medul, 


| | Theol.l.2.c.15. 


; n.16, 
= # Gal.4.4, 5. 9+ 
T0, 


* Colol.2.14,15, 


I6, i, 


 . k Procopiusli, 


3. Goth 
LiCor.11. 19 
milohna.n, 


of ſuch Anniverſary Feaſts is juſt and warranted. from the 
Equity and ſenſe of the Ceremoniall Law, which the Apoſtle 
(1 Cor.9,10.) ſheweth to be-ſtili in force ; and therefore the 
Legall Anniverſary Feaſts do in Equity require and eyen now 
teach, that there ought to be Goſp-:ll-Anniverſary Feaſts , af. 
ſigned for extraordinary Thankſ givings and rehearſalls of 
GOD'S extraordinary benefics to his People. (.b) As then 
from the grounds and reaſonrof G O D'S commanding the 
weekly Fealt of the Sabbath, (though the Sabbath be. now abo- 
liſhed ) (s) our Church hath good Authority and Warrant to 
ordaine one day in ſeven to be kept holy ; and guided by the 
example of the Primitive Churches, and conſtant praRice of 
Chriſtians in all ages, obſerveth and to that purpoſe ordaineth 
the ficlt day of the weeke, under the title of the Lords Day : So, 
from the grounds and reaſons of GO D'S commanding the 
Legall Anniverſary Feaſts, ( though choſe Feaſts bee now abo- 
liſhed,) our Church hath good Authority and Warrant to Or- 
daine ſolemn dayes of thankſ-giving for GO D'S extraordi- 
nary benefits ; and guided by the example of the Primitive 
Churches and conſtant praRtice of Chriſtians in all Ages, ob- 
ſerveth and to that parpoſe ordaineth ( amongſt other Feaſts) 
the 25th day of December, under the title of the day of Chrifts 
Nativity, 


QDUSLEREVN. 
Whether you can. cleare the Celebtation of that day by Univerſall tra» 
dition ? - 
ANSWER, 


This Word U:ver/all muſt here be raken in a ſafe ſenſe : For, 
25 of Dodtrine, ſo ſay Divines of Tradition ; to make it Vnns- 
ver/all; itis not requiſite , that all Chriltians ;ſhould profeſle it 
throughout every age ; for then, no DoAtine can be iyled (4- 
thelick or Univerſall, becauſe ghere is no DoArine which hath 
not at ſometime or other., through weakneſle of Judgement, 
pride of wit, or ſelfe-ends, beene drawn into queſtion, if not 
oppoſed;k)there muſt be Hereſies,(1)and falſe Prophets ever were 
and will be. (mz ) But that Tradition is truly termed Vniver= 


all, unto which the Fathers, Martyrs and godly men of , 
[1- 


% 


(47) 
Chriſtian Church have in all Ages to this preſent time borne 
witneſſe, ( ») both by exhortations and examples : And ſuch' n Vincen. Ler, 
is the Tradition of Solemnizing our Saviours Birth-day ; as <9%a hzreſ. 
we have abundantly proved in our fifth Seion , whereto wee ©?'** 
referre. 
DBUSEREVI. 


Whether ( in caſe it can be evidenced by none of theſe , viz. plain Text, 
" ſolid Inference, - univerſal! Tradition ) it be not a meere humane inven- 
tion, and ſo Will-worſhip ? And how you will one day acquir your ſelves 
before God, for placing and crying up mens Inventions , inſtead of the 
Inſticutions of Jeſus Chriſt ? And whether it were not fairhfull dealing 
with poore ſimple people to te!l them that you have neither of theſe to 


warrant it ? 


| ANSWER. 
Falſe it is and flanderous, that wee cry wp the Celebration of 
this day as a [nſtitntion of Feſics Chriſt : And yet, wee doand . 
muſt deny it to be a meere humane invention aud Will-Wor ſhip. ; be- 
cauſe the Obſerving thereof is not onely approved by Vniver- 
ſall Tradition, but (as we ſhewed before) hath Sacred Authority 
and Scripture-warrant # the Generall, thongh not i» ſpeciall; (0) o See our 
Of which kind are,Ser-Feaſts , Weekly or monethly Leftures, daily Anſwer to the 
Prayer with our Families, the ſinging of Davids Pſalmes in meeter Bird & fourth 
by a whole Congregation,and divers other Chriſtian praQtces : (p) —_ Exoli- 
Whereas that worſhip which the Apoſtle calleth #i0-worſsiÞ cat. Cirecker, 
and condemneth , is wholly deſtitute of Scripture-warrant as quzſt. gr. 
well Generall as Special, and hath no other ground and originall Seo x. & 
but the vain opinion , will and phanſy of men ; as, The worſvip- quzſt. 96. 
ping of Angels, and placing an abſolute holineſſe and neceſſity in 
things indifferent 9)We defire therefore our 9#eri/t.and his fol- q Coloſ.2. 18 
lowers to confider well and lay to heart, how they will one +r,2:. ; 
day acquit themſelves before G O D, for ſlandering their Bre- 
thren, for calling good evill,(r) and crying down that for a meere r 1ſa.5.20. * 
humane Invention and 7:1 wor55p, which hath Scripturc-Au- 
thority and the conſent of the Chriſtian Church in all Ages, And 
were it not faithful dealing in theſe men,und their apparent duty, 
to tell poore ſimple People that they have unawares ſlipt into 
errour and miſled them, and will hereafter ( like Saint Paul ) 
' labokr the more abundantly (5) inaflerting and divu'ging the 5 1 Cor.15.10. 


Truths, 
por G PULSE: 


(48) 
DUSIEARE VII. 
Since dayes and times'commanded by G O D himſelfe to be obſerved un- 
der the Law, were and are unlawtull under the Goſpel ; Whether dayes 
and times commanded by men, and not by GOD, under the Goſpell, are 


not leile unlawful ? 
ANSWER. 
This Scruple is eaſily removed, if wee conſider the different 
natures of thoſe dayes unde» th: Law and theſe under the Goſpel : 
They were abſolutely neceſſary , theſe in themſelves are things 
indifferent; They were parts of GOD'S publick Worſhip, 
F _— theſe as attendents and ſubſervient to GOD'S Worſhip ; (t)They 
Gab _ * were inſtituted by GOD himſelfe,theſe are eſtabliſhed by Chri- 
4 Rom.13.4.6 tian Magiſtrates, GO D'S peta JThey as a grievons and 
w Mat 23-4, unſupportable Toke (w) were aboliſhed at Chriſfts Death, (x) 
As 25-19. theſeare things tending to Decency and Order in the Church are 
J FEAT. 28 retained by Chriſts Warrant. (3) Now, what ground or Rea- 
boi fon there i inferre the unlawfulneſſe of the 1 fl 
Heb.9, 16, fon there is, to inferre the unlaw of the latter, from 
y I Cor. 14. 40 the unlawfulnefſe of the former ; To conclude Goſpell- 
x Gal.5.1,2,3,4 dayes of thankſgiving, allowed by Cyr1sST and fet apart 
by Chriſtian Magiſtrates, to bee unlawfull ; becauſe Legall 
Feaſts, aboliſhed by Car1sT, and which to re-admir is to 
make Cyr1$ST of no effet, (=) are unlawfull ; Let men of 
ſobriety determine. And here neceſſary it is to take notice ; 
1 though after the Aſcenſion of Chriſt wee finde the Apoſtles at 
« ARs 2, 1. & ſome of the Jewiſh Feaſts, as The Sabbath and Penticoſt; (a) Yet 
I3,14.62 8-17 giq not they obſerve them as Legall Ordinances , but as things 


- -—><g indifferent ; All dayes were to the Apoſtles alike ; (4) They 


b Rom. 14 3: Made no valuation or d:fference of firft or laſt , but every dey of 
5,6.17, Col.. the Weeke they came together, every day they prayed, preached,admi- 
mb niſred the Sacrament of the Lords Swpper. (6) Indeed Saint Paul 
= 2. 45+ inatime of famine, (c ) did exhort the Cormnthians(according as 
YEE the had giver Order to the (hurches of Galatia ) that wpon the firſt 
Tacit.lib.12, day of the week,every one /hould put aſide by hineſelfe , and lay np as 
'. GOD had proſpered him, for the reliefe of their diſtreſſed brethren 

a 1 Cor.16. at Fern/alem : (d)But this exhortation gives no preheminence ta 
a the firſt day of the weeke, nor implies a command, that all Chriſti 

| ans ſhould weekly mect on that day to GODS publick Service : 
The Tex: ſpeakes onely of giving Almes,every one apart by him= 


ſelfe ; not a ſyllable of wearing, or an univerſall commana,or of 
GODS 


(49) 
GO DS publick Services, Prayers, Preaching and Sacraments, 
For by the very words and ſcope of the Apoſtle, it is evident ; 
that his Order and Exhortation was particular and temporary, 
to particular Churches,upon a particular and temporary oc- | 
caſion, (ec) and therefore ſuch regard of the day did onely con. e As was thaz - 
cern thoſe particular Churches , and that for a time. Who will in the 20. verſe - 
fay.when the famine was over, that the Galatians and Corinthigas *f *b= ſame 
were {till bound to ſend almes to their Brethren at Zeruſalens ? Pa og hg, 
And might not the Church at Anticch on the ſecond day of the with an boly © 
week , the Saints at Philippi on the third, and the Brethren in kiſſe. '1 
Cilicia on the fourth , give almes to relieve the wants'and neceſ. See Mayrs C6 - _ 
fities of their Brethren at Feraſalem, notwithſtanding this Order mY upony, 
and exhortation of Saint Pax! co the Churches of Galatia and a b 
Corinth ? May not wee 0n other dayes , as well as the firſt day w MHodicam t- * 
of the weeks ; yea,0n other dayes and not on the firſt ; yea, but "4/4ue ft. * 
once a fortnight or moneth (as occaſion ſhall be) contribute to {;e —_— 'I 
the relicf of our diſtreſſed Brethren ? Afſuredly we may.(w) nw Spet,- wad 2 


=" 


poſs't , <pponte. 
Nam nemo compellitur, ſed ſþonte confert . Hac quaſs depoſuta pictatis ſunt, Nam inde not alifs B 
egenis ondis fidenſaur, Tertul. adverſ. Gem, EEO Fad ns” ; 


2V e/ERE VIII. ; 
Whether the true and genuine Interpretacion of Chrif-mas be Chrift- man-? 
And whether to pcrſwade people 'cis ſo, be not to abuſe and delude them? 
And whether we may not as well interpret Candlemas Candle-man, Mjchacl« 
m as Michaclman,as Chriſtmas Chriſt -man. - 


ANSWER, 


- That aſe and Man are words of the ſame root and mes: 

ning, is (wee grant) an abſurd, vaine and groundleſe conceit ; 

nor doe we ſuppoſe the allegation of /o per/ading people, to be 

any other taen a {landerous figmene of our 9»erit, For(as we | 
have ſhewed above)( e ) our Enlih Serogr word Maſſe, is e See our third 
borrowed from the Latine word 25ſz, and ſignifies Publique S*ftion. * © 
ſervice, The Lords Supper, «An Offering ; whereby there appears 7 Moſt words * | 
an excellent and remarkable ſignificancy in this Title CHRIST ;,, Va cw 
MAS DAY, implying T H E day of Chriſts Pablick Service, es, origi 
THE diy of celebrating: Chriſt's holy Communion, THE day nally. ; 
of offering up our ſelves, and thankfulneſſe nco Chriſt ; for that 
Chriſt,che Son of GOD, the gene of his Fathers glory, and ex- 

2 


preſſe 


(50) | | 
>u 1,2.3- preſſe image of his Perſon, (g) in whom dwelleth all the fulneſſe of the | 
{+24 -1 God: head bodily, (h) did vonchſafe for onr ſakes ſo low a conde- 
& Vide Obſer- fcenſion as to rake pon him the forme of a ſervant, (5) and this | 
vat. in Harm, Cay was to be borne of a pure Virgin, And as for the uſe of this 
- Confeſs.Se&. word Afaſſe, we have (by the Conf. ffion even of thoſe thac 
- > A__ wave it) the examp.e of Chriſtians in the very time of the Apo- 
fra Expl. Rles, (4) the ancient cultome and spprobation of GOD'S 
E Orather. Church, (7) the Auchoritics of Terrnllian, (m ) Cyprian, (n) Am- 
| quzſt,80. broſe, (0) Auguſtin, (p) and other eminent Fathers who flou- 
| #2 Lib. 4. ad- riſhed long before the dayes of Popery : (q) Yea, in a Sermon 
F =Y Hareis- on Eaſter-day tranſlated out of Latin into the Saxon tongue 
| n Lib.z.Ep.14. AO 996, and in divers Saxon Epiſtles, (>) before ever the Po- | 
- oLib.5.Ep.33. Piſh DoRtine of Tranſubſtantiation was heard of in this Ifland, 


-pDe Tempor. we finde the word 2{aſſe, ſometimes expreſſing Publick Service, 
| or war a3 7 : ape The _ Supper ; and Holy-dyes were by the Sax- 
Demonſtar. of 29s calle Maſſe-dayes: becauſe on thoſe dayes GOD'S Publick 
* the Problem, Service and uſnally the holy Communion was celebrated, (5) 
| Juel,Apolog. Wherefore this word 2aſſe is neither Popiſh nor invented by 
| Pag-42. Papiſts ; and is uſed not onely in the Church of &:glaxdbut hath 

« « y coor the teſtimony of thoſe glorious and renowned Churches of Ger. 
 10.andfo.q5r, 7749, Whoſe zeale in Proteſting for the Faith firſt acquire1 to 
© 60. and fol, themſelves the name of Proteſtants ; (t) Onur Churches (lay they) 
| 452-20.600 ave falſely accuſed that they aboliſh the Haſſe; For the Maſſe 
| | > 109 qui (meaning the Lords Supper) retained with u4,and celebrated with 

A iSlett bhigheſt reverence. (») And if words mult be therefore caſtour * | 
E Comment. 1.6, 3nd abominated, becauſe they are profaned by Papiſts ; then | 
- £101.102.109, Muſt theſe words Scripture, (hurch, Baptiſme, Loras Supper, 
* 4 Vide Harm. Prayer, Preaching, Sacrament, Almes, Penitence, and many more 
© Conf. SeQ.14. he caſt out, which are by them no lefſe abuſed unto ſuperſtition, 


| = _ profaneneſſe, idolatrie, then the Maſſe, 


JT USI/LRE IX. 
Whether the Saints are bound to rejoyce inthe birth of Chriſt on that day 
men ſuperſtiriouſly call Chriſtmas, more then at other times ?, And whe= 
i ther the Lords day be not THE day appointed for them to rejoyce on, 
| ANSWER. : 
It is falſe, that men ſ#perſtitionſly call this day Chriſtmas ; for 
though they cannot without ſolid conviſtion of the unjaw- 
fulneſle, 


(51) | 
fulneſſe, rezeR the uſe thereof, yet doe they not place any Re- 
ligion in, or eſteem of that Title more then of Chriſts Birth: day, 
the Nativity of (hrift, the day of the Nativity, or the like ; which 
they ever did and doe nfe as names indifferent. But for our 
ſpeciall joy 0» that day ; if it be the duty of Chriſtians to hear 
the Church,(Ww) if in things juſt the Magiſtrates commands be wat 12,17, 
obligations, and men muſt needs be [abjett thereunto, xot oxely 
for wrath, bat alſo for conſcience ſake (x ) which no Saints or Chil- x Rom.13.5. 
dren of GO Dwill dery ; Then are Saints boxnd to expreſie 
their rejoycing in the Birth of ( briſt , more eſpecially on this day let 
apart for this end, they at other times : Doe not we on cvery fifth 
of November, [ as the Jewes did on the dayes of Pwrim] (y) y Eſther g.1s. 
more eſpecially then at other times, declare our joy in GODS 19.35: 


| temporall deliverance of our State? And if a corporall and 


remporary mercy unto a Nation may be yearely recorded with 

Publique joy and thanksgivings unto GOD ; much more may 

we with rejoycings, prayer and praiſes record GODS ſpiritual, 

everlaſting and unſpeakable mercy in Chrilts Birth, the good 15- 

dings of great joy unto all people (2). OE 
Sded, the Loras day is appoynted for #s to rejoyce on; yet is it » Y hae: 

not THE 4ay, ſo as to diſtinguiſh or lefſen our duty on other 

daics appointed alſo to GODS Service, For by whom and when 

was-the Lords day appointed ? Throughout the Old Teſtament 

we have no intimation of it. Cypryars ſaying, that Circumri/ron 

was a type or figure of Chriſts Reſurreflion, and our Solemnity on 


the eighth day, (a) is rather his conceit then judgement ; for in 4 Lib-3.Ep.ro. 
ad Fidum.Cir- 


| that Sacrament neither ſi2ne nor ations, 'bear the lealt analogy pu-lnber qu 


or ſimilitude with Chrilts riſing from the dead. And to- ſpeak ,, 4. eighth 
truly, how can the day of Chriſls ReſurreAion be termed rhe gay, becauſe 
erghth day ? In reference to the week it was the firſt day, (6) the child was 
in reference to his death and buriall the third day ; (c) in refer- uncleane till 
rence to the month the ſeventh and twentieth day ; (4) and it can ps _— 
no otherwiſe be termed the eighth, then becaule it next followes & x5.1 eh : 
the ſeventh; juſt as one is thirteen a clock, becauſe it is the next b Mark. 16.9, 
houre after twelve. Beſides, (ſhould we admic this Typicall © Mat-12.40. 
phanſy, then muſt the day of Chriſts RefurreQion be no Solemne Lys 274 20h 
4 ug.deTrins 
or Holy. day, but a common ordinary day, as was the day of |,” c,,q, 
Circuinciſton ; elſe the rype — typitied will aot corre- exp.in c.1.Luc. 


ipond, 3 As 


| > Do! an.Syniag. 


Theol 1;b.6, cap. 
Io. fol. 2267- 

+ Bucan.Loc.com. 
| '19.Sef,r 1.Ju- 
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” bo, 23. Sr. W. 
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|. differ fpecificaly, 


(52) 

Asfor the day of the fourth Commandement ; chat things 
may be clearly underſtood, we muſt note that the morall Law 
and the Law of Nature are one and the ſame; (e) and it is 
called the forall Law, that is to ſay the Lav of manners, becauſe 
it is a7 everlaſting rule for the manners and duties of men, both to- 
Wards GOD and toWvards their Neighvonur. | 

Next, we muſt know, that a /abbath, is a ſet time appointed 
by juſt Authority to GOD'S publique ſervice : (f) The Sab- 
uh is a ſabbath under the Law by GOD'S command to be 
weekly obſerved on the ſeventh day : The Lords day is a ſabbath 
under the Goſpell by the Churches Authority (g) ro be weekly 
obſerved on the firſt day : So that the Sabbath and the Lords day 
that is, are of diſtin? natwres and kindes. Hence 
it is, that the fourth Commandement is partly forall, partly 
Ceremonial. (b) Moral and Naterall, in that it commandeth 
a fabbath or ſet time to be appointed for GOD'S pablique ſer- 
vice : unto which by the ſecret inſtinQ of nature all people and 
Nations, though never ſo hatheniſh, barbarous, and ignorant of 
the true GOD, did and doe by their cuſtomes and praQice bear 
witneſſe. (5) Ceremonial, in that it commandeth The Sabbath 
or [ſeventh and laſt day of the week, on which GOD reſted from 
his work of Creation, to be kept holy : (k) And that this was 
Ceremonial! appeare th, Firſt, Becuſe the Lord himſelfe num- 
bring the Ceremonial Feaſts, placeth the Sabbath in the very front 
and head of them, (1) Secondly, Becauſe the Sabbath was a par* 
ticular remembrance to the Iſraelites of thcir deliverance from 
Egyptian bondage. (»») Thirdly, Becauſe the Sabbath was to, 
diſtinguiſh and divide the Jewes from the Gentiles ; (») which 
midale wall of partition, Chriſt, our peace, both broken doWne. (0) 
Fourthly, Becauſe, the Sabbath was a type or figne of ſanttificae 
tion and ſpiritual reſt by the promiſed Meſſiah, (p ) the ſubſtance 
& accompliſhment of what was ſhadowed. (q)Laſtly, TheApoltles 
prohibition of the neceſſary obſervance and D-vine eſteeme of 
the Sabbath daies, ( r) without excepting the [eventh day. is a 
clear proof againſt the old Sabbatarians ; And as well that pro- 
kibition 25 the lawfull change of the Sabbath or Seventh day of 
the we ke, which is our Saterday, into the Lords day or firſt day 


g Col.2-16-17. of the week which is our Swndey, are manifeſt proofes againlt 


; (53) 
the New Sabbatarians, that the Sabboth day was Ceremoniall: For 
we mult not, we cannot ſuppoſe that che Apoſtle ſhould per- 
ſwade Chriſtians to a light eſteeme of any part of the Morall 
Law ; nor could that which is Morall be changed. (s) s Polan, Synt. 
Groundlefſe then and erroneous is the Opinion, as well of Theol.lib.6. 
the Old Sabbatarians, who teach that T HE ſeventh day is Mo- — 3 
rall, as of the New Sabatarians who would have A ſeventh day . 
Morall ; (:) For by the diates and diſcourſe of meer naturall ; 5, 1, p,4; 
reaſon, neither the ſeventh nor a ſeventh has more evidence to ice of Piety. 
be kept holy then zhe or a fifth, ſixth, eighth, tenth, twentieth Dr. Twifle, | 
day: And we challenge all Sabbatarians, Old or New, to deli- bra 
ver freely their Judgement and Conſcience, whether if they had | Þ 74:4. + 
never ſeene or heard of the Scriptures, they could by the Booke pyfelq, Mar- 
of Nature have found out, that GOD in fix dayes finiſhed the rindale, Abbor 
Creation, reſted on the ſeventh, and therefore ordained the or intheir Treas 
a ſeventh day to be weekly kept holy ; If they ſay, they conld, — . 
ler them ſhew it, and the learned will for ever do them homage. ;,, je in bis 
If they ſay, they conld not, as moſt certainly they cannot, then is- chriftians daily 
neither the nor a ſeventh dayes Obſervation Morall : Mnch lefſe wake, DoQor 
Morall is the firſt day of the week or Lords day, of which there is Tong in his 
not the leaſt tittle or glimpſe in the fourth\Commandment, 'Tis oo MEG. 
true, in this age and land of Novelty, ſome Reaſons and far 
fetch'c circumſtances have beene diſperſed among the people, to 
perſwade the Morality of the or a ſever:th, and thence to infinu- 
ate the Moralite of the Lords day ; but the ſhallowneſſe and ill 
compoſure of their Arguments is ſo obvious, even to men of in- 
different capacity, that we ſhall onely touch upon the chiefe, 
whereby the reſt may be judged. 
REASON I. If the Obſervation of neither the nor a /eventh 
day be Morall ; then are there but nine Commandments in the 
Morall Law. 
ANSW. The inference is falſe ; For (we have proved) the 
Morality of the fourth Commandment confilts not in obſerving 
the or a ſeventh day, but in keeping holy a ſabbath day or time ſet 
apart to GODS publick Service, which is our beunden and per- 
petuall duty. 
' REAS, II. The Sabbath was inſtituted in Paradiſe, whileſt 
Adam retained his innocency and perfeRion ; therefore the Sab- 


bath is not Ceremoniall, ANSW, 


. (54) 
ANSW. This is often urged by our New Sabbatarians; thongh 
duly conſidered, it makes nothing at all co their purpoſe ; For 
ſhould we grant, the Sabbath or ſeventh day of the wecke to be 
Morall and unchangable, then what would become of their 
| New Sabbath? Bur indeed , the Antecedent is falſe ; For at the 
 uG*n,2. 2,3. ſooneſt, Gop did not inſtitute rhe Sabbath till hee reſted, and 
| Gr _—_— that was on the ſeventh day : (u)whereas Adam fell on the day of 
| * 1 help !* his creation, which was the ſixth day,(w)and at Evening was caſt 
* With chap. 1, OHt of Paradiſe, (x) . 
27.28, RE AS.III. The Sabbath was appointed before 7oſes his time; 
x Chap. 3.8. Therefore the Sabbath was not ceremonial. 
—y —x ANSW. We deny the conſequence ; For Sacrifices and (r- 
 Piety,prinred c#mciſion were appointed long before Moſes, ( y ) yet were they 
 byR,Y.p.274. ceremoniall and aboliſhed in Chriſt, (z) 
Willet his fix= RE AS. IV. Hcathens obſerved the ſeventh day as an holy day; 
| ncnc: Therefore the ſeventh dyes obſervation is Morall and Naturall. 
22 The art  ANSW. This Argument is likewiſe falſe ; for ſuch Heathens 
of the Afſemb, had not the ſeventh dajes obſervation by inſtin& of Nature, bur 
of Divines on by imitation from the Jews, as \. me amongſt them had and till 
Gen. 3.24, have Circumciſion and Sacrifices : (a) And that is not Nacurall 
- #9" _ which /ome people, but what a/l obſerve ; ( 5 ) whica never was 
10. © 7» nor will be proved of the ſeventh day. 
| + AQs15. 24 REAS.V. The word ſabbath ſignifies ref? ; The Lords day is a 
| 28, 29. Galar. reſt x Therefore the Lords day may be called THE Sabbath. And 
, 5-2Hebr.9.9, if ir may be called The Sabbath, then it is The Sabbath. 
* 4 Joſeph. con» , ANSW. This is a ſyllogiſme of the fourch Figure,abſurd and 
tra Apo. |, 1, Tidicu'ous ; For in the ſame way, Fohn might be called e4dam, 
' Brerewoz4s becauſe the word A1am fignifies man, (c ) and Fohn is a man : So 
Enquiries might $.D«nſtans,be called The Temple,becauſe the word temple 
| 4 * erat, (ig0ifi:s Church,and S, Dunſtans is a Church. And as to the latter 
\ wh quod —_ Inference ; it is as wiſe as the former ; For who ſees not that 
* omnes honines ſometimes through crafe, ſometimes through ignorance, things 
- eandem hab:t 
'potentian. Ariſ'o | 5 Ethic. c ia the Hebrew tongue, as ſabbath fignifies r : Whence as the 
| Litines fiom ite Greeke, ſothe Englith from th2 Latines, have a Sabbatiſme, 10 ſabbatize, 
- Which ſignike a reſting,to reſt. And did Printers diſtinguiſh the Noune-Appellative ſabbath 
from the prop r Name? The Sabbath, by a great letter , as in all languages they ought to do : 
Our New Sat bva ins might find the Lords day,called ſabbathum, a ſabbath or reſt z ſeidom 
or never, Sab'a bum, The Sabvath, 


may 


| | (55) | 
may be called what indeed they-are not .? A man may callcopper, 
Gold; yetit followes not, that it is Gald.Buc we liſt not co ſpend 
time in. breaking ſtrawes, and therefore we ſhall not purſue this 
point, mor take any ſtriſurvey of the manifold-contradiQions, 
_ falfities and notorious riff-raff , wherewith moſt of our New 
Sabbatarian Treatiſes abound : Oaly , we defire theſe profound 
Sophiſters to ſtudy well the firſt leaf of their AHccidence, and they 
wil find a difference betwixt Proper Names and Common, Now 
from the foregoing premiſes this concluſion is evident; That ſince 
che Morall part of the fourth Commandemene enjoynes onely « 
ſabbath, not any particular and preciſe day to Go Þ's publick 
Service ; And the ceremoniall part enjoyned onlyThe Sabbath or 
ſeventh day on which G o Þ reſted from his work of creation -- 
Thereſore che Lords day or firft day of the week on which Chriſt 
' roſe from the grave,is not by the fourth commandment appoint- 
' ed ro be kept holy. | 
Nor doe the Goſpels make any mention of the obſerving the 
Lords day. Thoſe propheticall words of our Saviour , Prey gee 
that your flight be not in the Winter , neither on the Sabbath day (c) * 7 = 
we could prove them undeniably to be Figurative (d) ptr”. > Pm 
and are ſo under{tood by ſome of the new Sabbatarians : (e) yet gel.lib.z. c. 77. 
eaken licerally , import no-more but that che Sabbath or /tventh ec Rich. Byfield. 
day,was kept at the time of Jeruſalem: deſtruction, (f ) abour Dodtrine of 
thirty nine yearsafter the death of Chrif ; ( g ) Which is moſt ** Sabbathyp. 
true ; As alſo to this very day the Jewes obſerve it with other 5 Compare 
 Moſaicall Rites, and ceremonies. But whar is their ſuperſtitious Mar.24.verſ, 
and unwarranted keeping The Sabbath or ſeventh day of the 3 withv.20. 
week,to the Chriſtians celebration of the Lords day or firſt day of & Joi&ph. de. 
the week 2 Indeed , the Evangeliſt S. 7h» ſpecifies two ſeverall Lo:fus, cxmn- 
times wherein Chr after his RefurreRion appeared to his Diſ- ciear. in 
ciples, when they were aſſembled. One was, at evening the ſame Chronol:l. 5. 
day he roſe from the dead,bring the firſt day of the week : (h)Bat this Þ John 20. 9, 
Text affords no foundation at all for their conceit, who would ; 0M . 
have the Diſciples then aſſembled to celebrate the day of Chrifts 1.yke w_ 29. 
ReſurreRion ; For, 33- with Jobn 
:.. I, The day was Fent,or very little of it remaining,before they 20- 19. 
aſſembled.(s) 
2+ The Scriptures expreſly tell us , why they met,chey were aſ- 
£ H (embled 


cMatth. 24.26. 
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k John 10. 19 /4 
| they opt togetber,and their meatwas broiled fiſh and an honey-comb: 


L ny *+23 (I)Here's not a word of Praying, Preaching, and other ſolemn 
duties requiſite to a folemne day. 

3. The comming of ary agadalene and others to the Sepul. 
chre, and bringing ſpices, with intent 20 4103nt our Saviours Body ; 
(») And the travelling of the two Diſciples from 7erw/alem to 
Emmans npon their private occaſions, z ) are clear teſtimonies 
that that day was in their repute a common ordinary day, 

4. And laſtly,the Diſciples at their ficſt afſembling,did not be- 


» Mark. 16.1 
u Luke 24,13 


appeared unto them as they ſat at meat he upbraided them herem,with 

p Marke 16.14 Meir nnbeliefe and hardneſſe of heart : ( p) How then cold it be, 
that the cauſe of their aſſembling was to celebrate the day of 

Chriſts ReſurreRion ? 

The other time wherein Chriſt did appeare to his Diſciples 

aNembled, was (faith the foreſaid Evangeliſt) after eight daye: ; 

q John 20. 35 (q)which word after ſhewes that the gh dayes were fally com- 
| pleat and ended, and. ſo this meeting of the Diſciples fals on the 
1x4. 7... ninth day ;* Now accompt Nine, either including the day of 
No __ Chris Refurreion , and their meeting was on the ſecond day 
among{ all Of the ſecond weeke ; Or, Nine from the time of his former 
Diviaes $:il in 2PPearance to his Diſciples, excluding the day of his ReſurreQi- 
Chronology, ' on [which is more probzbly the ſenſe of the Goſpel}] then was 
that the expreſ= rheir meeting on the third day of the ſecond weeke ; and it can 
RELAYS no way be aſfi2ned to the frelt day of the weeke , unleſſe wee 
ought ever Fay 25 our new Sabbatarians , that after eight dayer muſt be inter 


3 eur . . . * 
—_— inthe preted, before eight dayes, to wit, onthe ſeventh, which it moſt ri- 


fulleſt ſenſe, un= gicylous, 
lſſ pl m ' Come we to.the «Ls, and we read not there, that the Apo- 
Gor af « Linc: {tles did praRice or appoint the Obſervation of the fir? day of 
rion ſhall b& the weeks above the relt : It ſeems goed ſay they nnanimoul]y in 
proved, that famous Synod at 7eru/alem ]to the Holy Ghoſt and to nsto lay 
| No FukTHER BURTHEN #por jou THEN THESE N n- 
-" CESSARY THINGS , that yee abſtaine from things offered to 
Idolls, and from blood, and from things ſtrangled, and from Forni- 
r AQS15.20, tio. 7, As for that mecting of Paw! and the Diſciples at 


, tis 26.6.7, Troas ;(5) whether wee reſpeR the time or the end of their 
| meeting, 


feare of the Fewer; (k) and what they did being met, 


o Luke 24. 37 lieve the Reſurrection of Chriſt ; (s ) and therefore when (hri# | 


| 


(57) 


meeting , it makes nothing at all to the cel-bration lat 
day. The time ts expreſt to be «pon the firft day el net MH 
when the Diſciples came together to breake bread, which all Di- * AQs 20, 7. 
vines grant to be at evening (z) on Sunday night ; and, ſaith the EN 
Text, they continued together :1/l breake of day.( #)Now-what is bD —_ 
this to the Lords day? Did the firſt Chriſtians or mult we kee Sab, 9 ” 
our weekly Feaſts from the Evening on Sunday -night till i Thel.76, 77. 
of day on Munday ? certainly, none will fay it : Beſides , 'it is " 
a ſacred principle with ſome of the New Sabbatarians (w) that hp age 
the time of celebrating zhe Lords day, does continue no lon __ ging 
then 7111 che Evening , according to the old Leveticall rule Now k halo 9: 
even unto even ſoall yee celebrate your Sabbath : (x)How then can 7 Epheſ.4. a8, 
it be ſaid without a contradiRion to themſelves, that this meet- ; Thel'3. 20, 
ing of the Diſciples ar or i» the Evening , when the time of cele- whe 
bration was palt, was to celebrate the Lords day ? And f, $ The ghocy 
end of their mectin | 226 Pons ap wage We 
ing, Prayer, Preaching yeceiving the Lords Sup 36+ 1» 2, 3. is 
per, heavenly conference ; theſe were to the Diſciples (not —_ cleared in our 
ly, but ) daily-ordinary exerciſes; (w) and if from thence ſhould «nf, to. the 
Follow a neceſſity of keeping th&day holy, then mult every da _ | 
be kept holy, which is repugnant to Go D's Commendmene, : Verſe wor 
(x)the DoRtine of the Apoltles,(y)and common reaſon, ' b Verſe 14. 


In all thoſe Sacred Epiſtles of Paw!,(z)James,Peter,Fohn,Zude, ol Bez.3nnot in 
um 


we have not one ſyllable of che Lords day, Tha 
Heb.4.9.1s not ſpoken of a weekly ices. Ds ref = wr om Bucan. Ioc. 
(z) 2r7eft which he exhorteth us to ſtrive to enter into by fath « byes qr 
(a) areſt inthe heavens into which Chriſt Jeſus ovr high Prief & cn 
paſſed before us. (6) This re (ſay Interpreters)is a Spiritrall reſt Se@.r, Baxter 
(c)begun in this life by ceaſing from fin and doing righteouſneſſe; lays gg 
bur perfeQly 8 everlaſtingly continued in life eternall:(4)Which rants 32 
is ſo clearly the ſenſe of che Apoſtle, that it is confeſſed by ſome e R.B fields 
of = New Sales (e). Fe an 
*Tis true, S John, who wrote his Booke called 7; 0 ne Sabbark, 
about the year of Chriſt 96, f which was long Ee —_ pag. 210, | 
of the reſt of the Apoſtles, ſaith, that he Was in the Firit, or (as 4 ym 
ſome tranſlations have it) he was raviſhed in the ſpirit on the Lords bb on 
day : g Which (hews indeed there was ſome day then called zhe Revel- 1.16, 
| Lords day,and of note in the Chriſtian Church, Bur,whether thar 7, 79%, 00- 
| day WECre an Holy-day or not ; or,if an Holy 4 2y,whe cher week- rept4.50 Bcza, 
H 


2 ly 


= el. ls 
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& - * Ip 
ly or Anniverſary ; or, if weekly, whether on the fir? da 
Weeke, the day of our Lords ReſurreRion,or on the i 5 Ars 
werke, the day our Lords Paſsion ; ( which was 'the weekl 
Holy day in moſt Grecian Churches untill the reigne of Conſt r 
wor tr yeer tine Hg Tohn is wholly falent, And for the celebration thereof, hs 
+ neither commands it nor commends it : li 
_— ——<atY ſo he leaves it, a thing indifferent, 27-4566 2pm 
L2.NOTE,that Wherefore we conclude, thae the Obſervation of the Lords 
pon, where day hath no precept,no praRice,throughout the Scriptures ; and 
hg cam, ng nw - no day appointed by Gop, Chriſt, or his Apoſtles 
is k | . 
_— E yo may aske 3) When Ok began the Lords day to be 
obſerv 0 4ppointed it ? and upon what ground it ap- 
þ Luo renpere Pajared * Wee m,n to the firſt "hon ; qry—r— be -- 
Chriſtiani | corded, When Chriſtians began to keepe holy the Lords day ; h yet 
- ng _ from that of oh» i (underſtood according to the Tradition ge- 
neneft memorize erally received ) we may gather , the obſerving thereof is very 
proditum Mag - ancient,and was ſometime before John wrote that Book : k, And 
deburg.Cenc.1, it hath been undeniably obſerved by Go ÞD s Chnrch in. all ſuc. 
- "ap - ceeding ages to this day. To the Dt wee anſwer ; The Ob- 
k Ley Sunday qr of the Lords day is appointed by the Chriſtian hurch. 
a Sabbath ch. 7 #* Church (faith Urſin ) out of her own Will and pleaſure choſe the 
1 Ex arbitrio firſt day of the week for certaine reaſons |. The Church (faith Bul- 
elegit. Urftin, linger) of her ſelfe freely choſe and received the day of (hriſts Ree 
= PS ſwurreflion, inſtead of the Sabbath : We read not that it is any Where 
m. Balliager in commanded.m We affirme (Faith Peter as oulin) all the Doftrines 
Apocalypl.c.x, 9 the Chriſtian Faith are contained in the Scripture : The obſerva- 
 concione.4, tion of the Lords day is not a Doftrine , but a LaW of Church- 
w ; r - — Government, n The Church ( faith Napier ) tranſported the exer- 
Pradic. ch. co. ©Y#s of Saturday to the S. unday. 0 The Church(faith Willet) chang- 
+. See Nepiers #4 the Holy-day of reſt from the ſeventh day to the firſt, Which ts the 
notes on Revel, Lords day p, But, we ſhall not inſiſt upon the teſtimonies of par. 
chap. 7: ticular men, ſince we have herein the concurrent Judgement of 
+. py _ all Proteſtant (Þyrches, as may be ſeen at large in The Harmony 
Ex<.20.quzft. of Confeſſions : o Take thereour one inſtance ; 7c 5s apparent (faith 
14. Anuſpurg ) that the Church appointed the Lords day to the end, that 
o SeQ, 16, & People ſbould know When to meet together ; ard Whoſoever ds thinke 


17. that by the Charches Authority , the. Obſervation of. the Lords day 
Vas. 


( 59) | 
was ordained inftead of the Sabbath, as neceſſary, do very much erre. 
p To the third Demand we anſwer ; That the Church upon juſt þSee the Aſparg 


Confels.in the. | 


Grounds hath appointed the Lords day to be kept holy ; Which —_ 
Grounds are theſe, Firſt, The Morality of the fourth Com- 7 _— of. 
mandement requirech ſet dayes and times to Gods publick Confeſs. 
Service; and therefore the Chriſtian Church for the performance 
of this Commandment, and according to the liberty Wherewith ; 
Chriſt hath made her free, q did amongſt other dayes, ſer apart 9 Gl 5-1: 
the Lords day to Gods Service : » And in reſpeR of this Ge- » Func. Com: 
nerall Warrant it is, that Divines do frequently ſay,the Obſerva: in Chron. lib, 
vation of the Lords day hath Authority from GO D $ (ommude- 3-Anno 324, 
ment, Secondly, The Equity of the ſeventh dayes Ovſervation 
under the Law , obliged the Church to ſet apart the ſeventh day 
under the Goſpell : For it were diſproportionable and an utter 
ſhzme, that Chriſtians in their duties and Thankſ-givings to 
God ſhould come ſhort of thoſe that were under the Law,when 
their benefits are much greater r. Thirdly, the Church,not pla- rBernerd in his 
cing any holineſle in dayes,nor from an opinion of the neceſsity Treatiſe of the 
of keeping one day rather then another, did out of her owne Sabe 
judgement, freely and voluntarily chuſe the firſt day of the weeke 
for our ſeventh dayes Solemaity : and this free choice of the 
Charch'is in part acknowledged by ſome New Sabbatarians ; 7 
profeſſe ( ſaith one of them) that 7 do wot conceive there is any mo- 
all neceſſity , that that day of the Weeke on which Chriſt Roſe from 
the Grave, ſhould be kept holy in the Chriſtian Church, rather then 
the day wherein he was Borne, or the day wherein he Suffered on the 
Croſſe or the day wherein he Aſcended into Heaven 5, Howbeit, s Ly, Sunday 
though no injunRion or neceſsity be laid on the Church,yet (hee Sabbath, pag. 
wanted not certaine perſwafive reaſons and inducements, for: **: 
refuſing the laſt day of the Weeke, and making choice of che firf. . 
Two reaſons ſhe had for refuſing the laſt day of the weeke ; One 
was, that by not-obſerving the Sabbztheday Chriſtians might un- 
derltand, they are now freed from the Yoke of the ceremonial - 
Law : « The Other was, that hereby a difference and diſtinion 7. u. Plan; 
might be put betwixt us and Jews. # Likewiſe, the Church had Sync. Theol, 
two reaſons for making choice of the firſt day of the weeks, 19<35- 
One, In memory of the Worlds Creation, which Worke Gop 
began on the day : W The Qcher, In memory of (rits Reſur- w Gen.1.1.5; 

| | H 3 reion, . os 


bath,chap.g. 
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x Luke 24.5.6. reQion, who othe firſt day of the week roſe from death : (x) And 
| Corventns ho% {jp repard that Chriſt by his riftng againe, did mightily declare hims- 
an$ bis elfe to bethe Lord; (3) Therefore the Church called the day 
” die Dews mun- of Chriſts Reſurreftion the Lords day. (z) But here three things 
dum creavit, & are tobe noted ; Firlt, That the ſaying, that Chriſt by his riſing 
| eadem die Chri- yn ane did mightily declara himfelfe to be the Lord, and the calling 
k fc » 4h of Chrifts-Reſurreftion-day the Lords day,are ſpoken by way of af- 
| nus, Apol. 2, firmation;not by way of appropriation, as if Chriſt did at no other 
pro Chriſtia- time ſave at his Riſing declare himſelfe to be the Lord, and no 
Nis. day ſave that of his Reſurre&ion were the Lords day ; for this is 
_ —__ 4. falſe. Chriſt (we know) by his Birth of a pure Virgin, (4) 4di4 
- | _ mightily declare himſelfe to be the Lord, and therefore the day of 
Eccleſia vocavit Chrilts Nativity is alſo the Lords day; yea, our Lord himſelfe 
Dominicum. expreſly calleth it Hs day, John 8, 56. (5) Againe, Chriſt by his 
Junius de Ec- (ſtaining the wrath of GOD for the ſinnes of the v;hole world, 
as es 12: (c) did mightily declare himſelfe to be Lord and therefore the day 
þ Read Biſhop of Ohrilts Paſſion is alſo rhe Lords day ; Yea, many of the Pci. 
Andrews Serm. mitive Churches for the ſpace of 290. yeares after Chriſt, ob- 
onrhis Text, . ſerved this day as their weekly Solemnity, untill Coftantine by 
And alſo 9 Tmreriall Decree limited the Chriſtians (for unity ſake) to the 
Aﬀembly "y obſcrvation of the firſt day of the week onely, (4) Againe, Chriſt 
Divines. by his aſcending into heaven, in the preſence and ſight of his 
c Jokn 1,29. Apoſtles, (e) did mightily declare himſelfe to be the Lord, and 
& 12.47-& gherefore the day of Chriſts Aſcenſion is alſo the Lords day : So 
; as w = that had the phraſe and ſpcech of the Chriſtian Church ſo deter- 
32 4. Vide " mined, the day of Chriſts Nativity, Payſion, Aſcenſion, or the 
\Func.Com. im like, might have been cailed the Lords day as well as Chriſts Re-. 
Chron.l.6. farreftion- day is thus called. Our next Obſervation is, that Chriſt 
e Mark. 16.19+ þy his refarreRtion cauſed or occaſioned the frſ# day of the week 
- ae) :- -tobe kept holy, and hence it is, that ſome ancient Writers have 
Homil.de ſe- aMd, that (rift changed the Sabbath into the Lords day, (f) Chrift 

mente. ſet the Lords day apart ; ( g) Not that Chriſt was the Anthor of 
g 4 Domito | the ſaid change and inſtitutour of the Lords day;but that Chrift by 
9k 9 "1, bis Reſurreftion was the cauſe or occaſion wherefore it was chang- 
Arm ;, ed and ſet apart : (h) As we uſually fay of the fifth of November, 
þ Aug. Epiſt. The Papiſts made this an Holy-day ; not that Papiſts ordain'd it 
119, ad Jan» *ro be kept holy, bur rhat the Papiſts by their Powder-pſot were 


the cauſe or occaſion,wherefore theChurch and State I 
0 


»- 


ſo ordained it. The third thing to be noted is, that Chriſte Ri 
ſing againe is 2 part of that work, not the whole worke, which he 
performed for mans Redemption ; and is inic ſelfe nogreater 
nor more beneficiall unto us-then bis Incarnation, Birth, Paſſion, 
and the like : For, had Chriſt onely Riſea againe, and not ſut- 
fer'd for our ſins, what won'd his or our RefurreRion have a- 
availed ? Nay, had Chriſt both ſuffer'd and riſen agaire, and not 
been incarnate by the Holy Ghoſt ef a Virgin and made man, 
what had his Suffering and Riſing againe been to us > Nay, grant 
all theſe, yet if Chriſt had not Aſcended, we could never have 
attained the end of our hope which is heaven ; for where the 
head ts, there alſa muſt be the members; and if Chrilt onc head 
were not in heaven, neither ſhould nor could we expeRt it. 

The reſult then and famme of all is, chat ſeeing the Feaſt of 
Chrifts Nativity hath-like warrant and allowance from Scri- 
pture as the Lords day, hath the ſame authority for its Inſticati- 
on, is celebrated in memory of as great and wonderfull a: work 
of Chriſt, and as beneficiall unto us, as his ReſurreRion ; There= 
fore the Lords day is no more nor atherwiſe THE: day appointed 
fax us to rejoyce on, then the day of Chriffs Nativity. 


DUJERE X. 

Whether Chriftmss day ought in any reſpe& to be eſteemed above another 

of the week-dayes? And whether people may not withourt offence to 

GOD follow their lawfull vocations on tha: day ? 

ANSWER. 

From wha wet have already proved, the ſolucion of this 
Luere is eafie and obvious; For, i reFet that Chriſtmas day, 
being the day of our Lords Nativity, is the Lords day; and by 
bis Sponſe,(3) the Church ſet apart to Gods publick worſhip and h 
our ſoules edification, 5: owght clearly ta be eftermed above any i Cant, 4.9. 
of the common week, dayes.: And for people on this day wilfully and ; 
contemptuouſly ro follow their ordinary (though at other times CO oe 
lawful) vacations or callings, is, in the firlt place, 2 areach of the Frere bud 
fourth Commandment ; for the day of Chrilts Nativity is a/ab- Anſy. to the * 
bath or reſt 1m the Lord, (k) and GOD wilt have us to keep ho- laſt foregoing ih: 
by the ſabbath or reſl-day. Next, it is a diſpiſing and a diſhonou- _—_ i 
ring of their Mother the Church, which whoſoever ate guilty of, - E, tyre % 
not gaely (in againſt the fifchy Commandment ;; (/) bur by our <5 Sona v | | 

Saviour © 


<4 tt 


A 


th Saviour himſelfe we are enjoyned to account all ſuch as revoleers 
* # Mat.18. 17. from the Chriſtian Faith, Heathen men and Publicans, (m) Laſt. 
| ly, it is a ground and inlet to the violation of all orders and decen« 
| ciein GODS ſervice, which, is expreſly condemned in Holy 
x Cor, 14., 40. Scripture. (») And if to break Gods Commandments, to 
; contemne his Churches authority, ro become Heathens and 
Pablicans, and to overthrew all order and decencie in GODS 
ſervices, be offences to GOD ; Then muſt we conclude, that to 
work or follow our vocations 0n Chriſtmas day, is 2 great and high 
offence unto GOD. 
UeERE KI. 
Whether you think the Parliament and Aſſembly have erred and played: the 
fooles in condemning and raſfing out Holy-dayes not warranted inthe 


Word ? And whether to obſerve them be not highly to diflike, and flatly 
ro contradi& (in point of praQiceart leaſt) their proceedings in order to 


a Reformation. 
ANSWER. 


for ſatisfaRion hereunto, noting by the way the incivility of 
| the terme Foeles, we anſwer, that the Parliament is not truly al- 
| leaged in this point ; For, Firſt, our 242riſt grounds his allega- 
. +" tion upon an Order of the Houſe , (») whereas the Day of 
44 > po Chriſts Nativity and the like are appointed Haly-dayes by 
'P Nibilet rei AQ of Parliament ; (s) and an Order cannot raſe out an 
-Sjoni magis con- AR; _ it I) eamonne (as _ - Re Engliſh _ 
femencun quam ag in the Civill) that What ever it be, the [ame way it 1s made, 
+_ _ « the ſame way it 4: diſſolved. (p) Secondly, by our Queriſls owne 
wo * confi ffion the Order alleadged condemns Hely.dayes not War- 
confatum oft, raed inthe Word; which does nothing at all concerne the 
Judge Dode- day of Chriſts Nativity ; the Ooſcrvation of this day being 
ridge bis Eog- warranted by the holy Scripture, (q) inſtituted by the Apoſto- 
_=_ ; "9% A lick Churches,and praiſed thronghourt the Reformed : (r) And 
Yee bur therefore to obſerve this day and rhe like is not to contradif but 
A nſw. to to furth:r the Parliaments proceedings in order to Reformation,they 
WVuerc 3, & 4. having often teſtified, and ſtill do teſtific to the world, that their 
woe our fth ouide in the work of Reformation ſhall be the Word of GOD and the 
The Dar! | beſt Reformed {hnrches., (1) Thirdly, The procurers of the faid 
Decl.Sepr.27, O-der have been fince deteRed, ſecluded the Houſe, and by full 
2649.pag.10, conſent of Parliament declared to be no other then a party and 
# faction 


Thoughts are free, and every mans mind is to himſelfe ; yer” 


(63) 2 
1ction, acted by the power of darkneſſe, eApoſtates from their firſt * Seethe afore 
—_ bearing only the name of Patriots and Lovers of Religion, ſaid Decl. pag, 


and ſnch Reformer: of Popery and prophaneneſſe as ſtood themſelves NN ab is his © 
in need of Reformation : (t) Now, of what price or eſteeme theſe _qnripologie, | 
mens Votes and condemnings ought to be, let either conſcience pag 256. 
or reaſon determine. As for the Aſſembly of Divines, it is well » or the Parl, 
knowne, how they were choſen, and that their number does not 415 nominate = Þ 
- the Divines of 
much exceed 80, Perſons; « Unto which we ſhall ſay no more ;;, Allembly. | 
bur what one of their Abettors and Favourites has long ago x There are a- * 


been forced to acknowledge ; There # (ſaich he) wo reſolution bove toooo. 


from any Apoſtolica!i! primitive patterne of the Churches erected b _ 
party A Aſſembly $Q CHOSEN BY MAGISTRATES, chieConntnns 


(w) to draW up a Government ard Direction in worſhip for ſo ma- wealth, | 
»y Churches, (x) many of which Churches have net ſo much as one of y Edwards his. 
their member: there. (y) ntelogic,” 
ww D US/ERE. XIL a | 
Whether (fince moſt men and women in England do blindly and ſupeſtitiouſ- 

ly believe, Chrift was borne on that day) preaching on it doth not nouriſh 


and ſtrengthen them in that beliefe ? 
SE ANSWE R. 


'Tis true ; moſt men and women in England, and indeed all 

Chriſtian Churches throughout the world 4o believe that (hriſt 
' Was borne on the 25. day of December ; but this they doe neither 

blindly nor ſuperſtitiouſly. Not blindly ; For they have plenty of 

ancient Records and the cleare Teltimonies both of the Greek 

and Latin Fathers, and other Ecclefiaſticall Writers, which bear - 
' witneſſe thereunto : (z) Nor ſ#perſti#:0:ſly ; For they hold it 

no point of Religion or Article of faith ; and therefore our $age ove Ge 
2 ueriſt need not fear that preaching on this day will nouriſh any **RXion- 
matter of dangerous conſequence. Bur, Good GOD ! how 
quick ſighted are our Opponents in other mens wayes, and how | Y- 
pur-blind in their owne > What talk they have of /#perſtition ? 44 
Was there ever read or heard of a more ſuperſtitious generation 

then themſelves > Doe not moſt of them teach, that ic is nnlaw- 

fall co adminiſter the Sxcraments on any other day, then the 

Lords day, and in any other place then the Church > Do not 

molt of them teach, that it is unlawfull to receive the Communi- 
on, without being confcfſ:d and approved by the Prieſt and his + 
Conſiſtory 2 (a) Doe not moſt of them teach, that ie is unlaw- —— 
full co ring the Bs in peale upon the Lords day ; To cat Minee. Minifterand | 
pics, Plumb- porrage,or Brawn in December;To trim the Church yis Eldeiſhip. 


or 
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or private houſe with Holly and Ivy about Chriſtmas,or to ſirew 
it with Ruſhes about Midſummer ; To ſtick a roſting peece of 
Beef with Roſemary; or to ſtick a ſprig of Roſemary in a 
Collar of Brawn when it is brought to the table ; To play ac 
Cards or Bowles; To hawk or hunt ; To give money to a ſer- 
vants or apprentiſes Box, or to ſend a couple of Capons or 
any other preſcnt to a friend in the Twelve-dayes; To uſe a ring 
in the Solemnizatian of marriage; To cover a Herſe with a 
white-ſheet; and a thouſand ſuch like foppiſh ſuperſtitious 
conceits, which to reckon up would be long and needleſle. 

LY ULERE XIII. 
Whether this Feaft had nor its riſe and groweth from Chriſtians conformicy 
: to the mad Feaſts Saturnalis, (kept in December to Saturne the Father of 

$ The Alma- Gods) in which there was a Sheafe offered to Ceres Goddeſle of Corne ; a 

nack is entiru< bymne in her praiſe called 8aG+ or jva@ ? And whether thoſe Chriſti- 

led; A Seniprie ans by name, to cloak ir, did not afterwards call ic Tule, and Chriſtmas, as 

A bc." though it were ſor Chriſts honour ? And whether ic be not yet by ſome 

c Apud mejores (mare ancievt then truly or knowingly religious) called Tale, and the 

nofiros Sarurntz mad playes or ſports (wherewith *cis celebrated, like thoſe Saturndlia) 

tia die uno finie- Tulc-games? And whether from the offering of that Sheafe to Ceres 3 

bantur, qui erit from that ſong in her praiſe 3 from choſe gifts the Heathens gave their 

ad quartion dect= friends in the Calends of Faruary, omnis gratia, did not ariſe or ipring our 
mum Calendas Blazes, Chriftmes Kariles,and New-yeares gifts? | 

fas : ſed | A4NSWE 2. ] 
poſiquem (Ce This ©zere containeth a pack of groſſe errours and vaine 

þ 6 men imaginations, taken out of a new phantaſticall A/-1ayack; (b) 

wor alter" The truth whereof / ſhould have done well to h 
ſexto decimo The truth whereof our eriſt ſhould have done well to have 
capta celebreri, Examined, before he had wallow'd it, As for our Feaſt of the 

Macrob.Satyr. Nativity ; it had its riſe from the praRtice of the pure, ancient, 

LEP ES and Apotolick Church ; and 5s growth from Chriſtians can- 

-» qprynny formity to the ſaid praQtice ; which we have fully and at large 

Ub.Ovid. Faſt. proved in our fifch Seftion. Thoſe Feaſts to Satwne, which be- 

d Amie temen, gan on the 19th of December, ahd lalted three dayes, (c) concern 

ſumma 4i- nor us ; unlefſe our Opponents will fay, that Chriſtians may 
es Feflacula fi- * e ſet a day apart to GODS Service in that moneth that Hea- 
thens had Fealts ; and if fo, we muſt bid adiew to all publick 

Services of GOD. The ſtory of offer»:g 4 Sheaf to Ceres and of 

a hymne in her praiſe at the Feaſt of Satarne, is down-right falſe ; 

for that offering and hymne to Ceres was at her own Feaft, which 

was in epril : 4d And by conſequence thoſe derivations 'of 
7#le from }«a0- and Kariles from Ceres are ridiculous ; and ſa- 
> your of a5 muck wit, as that of Tar/eton to the School-boyes of 

Weſtminſter, when he told them, that Aapkin: came from Ne- 

prone 


» A—_— 
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ptrene, and Trenchey from his Tridemt; (c) But to-marvaile, theſe 
men ſhonſd be fo ignorant from whence.the wards come, when 
they know not how to ſpell them ; for in true ſpelling it is noe 
Tule, but Vie ; not Kariles, but Carolies: And that our Oppo. 
nents may have the juſt Originall of theſe words, they mult nn- 
derſtand, that the French call { hriimmas Novel, from the Latine 
word Noon which fignifies New, becauſe the New. year b:gins 
at Chrifimas, f From Novel the people of Normandy, who 
ſpeake a corrupt kind of French, have their word Neel; And 
from Nuel together with the Norman conquelt, the Engliſh bad 
Nwle or Ule ; both which words are indeed uſed at this day in 
ſome of che Northerne parts of this Land. * The other word 


cerjeRion expreſſing joy ; for heretofore in the burdem o f de- 
lighefull ſongs, and when men were jacuad, they were wont to 
ling Rela, Rola ; as, fomtimes' we do! Heyda, Heyda; or Derry, 
Derry. Now, where lies the impicty of thoſe words > Where 
lies their Heatheniſme ? But we. finde. this is no new trick ; we 
have examples enongh (and too many ſome will ſay, when they 
mult give an' account) of flandering G O D S people and Servi- 
ces in this kinde : Plutarch tels us, that the ancient Fees (with 
whom no'doubt was G ODS true Religion) did ſacrifice to Ce- 
res and Bacchus ; and that from Sabafios, one of the names of 
Bacchu, they called their Feaſts Sabbaths. (g ) Toſephme tels of a 


figment no lefſe monſtrous ; That when the IeWes came ont of E- ympoliacis, 


gipt, at the end of every fix dayes journey, they were troubled with 
ulcers and ſores in their groines, and for that cauſe reſted the ſeventh 
day ; and heing ſetled and ſound in the land of Fudea,they called that 
day, the Sabbath, from the Egiptian word Sabbatofis, which ſig- 


nitied 4 di/caſe #+the groine : (h) And certainely, one eggs is not ren © | 


more like another , then theſe are to the conceits of our Oppo- 
nents, As to their foure ſwperſtit10ns ſcruples propounded'in the 
cloſe of this 2«ere;We anſwer tothe firſt, concerning Vle-games 
or Chriſtmas-Forts, that the body 15 GODS ; as well as the ſpirit ; 
; and therefore why ſhould not Gop be glorified by fhewing ; 
forth the ſtreogrh,quickneſſe, and agility of owr body,as well as by 

declaring the endawments of exr /pirit ? Provided alwayes, the 

ſaid exerciſes be accarding to. Chriltian modeſty and'in dne fea« 

ſors, Ta the RES Blaxes,weanſwcr, Thar a greae 
| 2 re 


* in Yorkſhire, J 
Carell, comes from cantare which ſtgniffes. to ſong, and Rela 2n In- _ ſi 


oy Treaſure 
of Wir,pag.25.: 
Vid. David ; 
Chytrei Diſpoſie © 
Epift ſub injzjo. 
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Plutarch in * 
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(66) | 
fire, little fire, no fire, are equally materiall to the Celebration . 
of Chriſtmas ; and yet, why may not Blazes be then allow'd in 
our chymneys, as well as Bonefires in our ſtreets on the fifth of 
' November ? To the third, concerning Chriſtmas-Carolles , wee 
anſwer, That it was an ancient cuſtome amongſt the Chriſtians in 
their Fealts, 'o bring every one into the midſt and incite him to ſing 
Ut quilque 99 GOD a well as he could, either out of the holy Scriptures, or of 
de Scripruris #5 0wn Wit and invention : k, And why was this courle of ſinging 
fans, vel de more lawfull in thoſe dayes then now ? To the Fourth, concern- 
proprio - ve ing New-years gifts, we anſwer, That we have Scripture-example 
b © -comr  . for ſending gifts or portions one to another on dayes of Feaſtings : 
medium DE o ! And this uſe ther-was (ſay rhe Aſſembly of learned Divines ) {or 
canere. Tercul, #he maintenance of mutwall friendſrip, m How come ſuch gifts to 
lib. adverſus be fince unlawfull > | | | 
{= Pe 39. '2 Ve ERE XIV. , 
Eſter 9 19.22+ Whether conformity to,and retention of Heatheniſh Cuſtomes be commend- 
See their A8-  .þ/e in Chriſtians,ſur ble or agreeable with Goſpel-principles, though un= 
[norar, on Eſker 4. pretext of Chriſts Honour and Worſhip? : 
wy ANSWER. | 
| Tt is a moſt wicked flander, that wee ſofkemnize the day of 
Chriſts Nativity «der a pretext onely and ſhew of Chriſts bonony- 
and worſhip ; For with all ſincerity and fingleneſie of hears wee 
dedicate both the day and our ſelves on thar day to the publick 
worſhipping of GoD, the honowring of Chriſt, and to a thankfull 
contemplation of thoſe infinite and uneſtimable benefits , which 
accrue unto us by ({rifts marvellons Birth of a Virgin : Nor is. 
this from any Heatheni/o' cuſtomes , but from the evident exam- 
ples of Gop s Church throughout all ages, ever ſince Chriſtiani-: 
p See out fifth ty hath been profeſſed. .» And here we ſhall give our Opponents 
Softic aLefſon which would be well kearned and remembred, that it does 
wot ftraightway fellow,becauſe Heathens ao it the thing done is Hea- 
theniſh,aud not (utable with Goſpell-principles: For,the Principles of 
; the Goſpell doe confirm, not deſtroy the Principles of nature ; 
- and therefore Heathens by the light of naturall reaſon have done: 
and doe many excellent things and commendable in Chriſtians, 
p Rom. 2. 14, o We find upon Record,the Temperance,Chaſtity, Prudence, and 
5: other Virtues of Hcatheos ; and yet no man can ſay , that 7ems- 
perrance,Chaſtity, Prudence are Heatheniſh,and not ſutable to Goſpiel= 
principles. We read that Heathens do 4arry,Bwry. Build Churches, 
and yet no man can ſay,that Marriage, Buriall of owr dead, Build» 
{ ng 
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i ing of (hnrches are Heatheniſh and not ſutable to Goſpell-principles. 


Yea, manifeſt it is, and ſome of the New Sabbatariansconfefſe, 
p that the Heathens obſerved the ſeventh day for a Holy-day and Þ Ricb.Byfields 
Feſtival ; q and yet they will not ſay,that the obſervation of che rg 4 
ſeventh day is Heatheniſh and not ſutable to Goſpell-principles. pe 4. pn 
 _@BUcERENV. . Ap.l.1. & Phil. 
Whether you are not bound to prove your praRice for the conviQion and Judzus |, 2. de 
 ſatisfaRion of your Brethren, whole duty ic is to waſke with you in things vita Moſis. 
agreeableto the mind of Chriſt ? Andin caſe you cannot ; Whether you - * 
ought not to acknowledge your errur, lay down your praQiice(as others 
have done theirs) no longer befooling and miſleading the People ? 
ANSWER. 
Indeed, putting the caſe as our 2xeri/# doth, that we can- 
ot prove the lawfulneſle of our practice ; 'tis granted, we ought 
to acknovledge our errour,and lay down our praflice : But in (aſewe 
can prove, as it is manifeſt we have proved, that our pratice hath 


| the approbation of Gops Word, r the example of Chriſtians » See our 4th 


in the Pcimitive and pureſt times,the witneſle of the ancient Fa- Scion. 
thers,the conſent of all Reformed Churches s ; (with which if s See Sefjon 5. 
any thing there be chat ever can or will convin:e and ſatisfie, men 


4 ought to reſt ſatisfied,) then, out of our ,240ifs own mouth do 


we infer , that : 5s the daty of him and all other our Opponents 
to walk, With us in theſe things ſo cleariy agreeable to the mind of 
(rift. And if yet, the good which we have ſet before them will 
not prevaile;let our Opponents take into their ſaddelt and moſt 
ſerious thoughts the manifold evil whichby theic non conformi- 
ty to our prattice ariſeth both to themſelves and the Churches of 
God, Firſt, it abets and gives countenance to Blaſphemers ; and 
thoſe ſo horrid and execrable, that the bare reherſall of their fre- 
quent reproaches againſt our Chriftian Solemnities would be unto 
modeſt eares offenſive : You have a taſte hereof in our laſt Se&;- 
9», Secondly, It is a dangerous fore-runner of mens Apoſtac 
from Chriſt ; For,the ſaid non-conformity is a great and mani — Cs 
ſchiſme in the Chatholick Church , and /chi/-7e ( as we know by pans i -_ 
heavy panama produceth Hereſie, r and Hereſfie (without Schilmatici, & 
Go d $ extraordinary preventing Grace ) endeth in Apoſtacy. viciflim Schiſ- 
Thirdly , It condemnes and caſteth dirt on the face of the pure, ®®tici plucimi 
ancient, Apoſtolick Churches. Fourthly,it it direRly againſt che yo O_ 
Solemne League and (covenant, which obligeth every one in his T1, 5 
place and calling to aR according to the Word of GOD and the _ Ga; 

I 3 ample, © 
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f Articlet. ample of the bef? Reformed Churches. $ Fifthly, It is an argument 
of ſ#perſtition; For,to account days holy or noholy in themſelves, 
is - ſuperſtitious. Sixthly, Ic teaches diſobedience unto, at 
leaſt a negleR of the Magiſtrates power in matters Eccleſiaſticall, 
Seventhly, It is a contempt of Vniverſall Tradition ; which hath | 
| RS ever been held a ſure marke of truth, t 2nd one of the beſt teſti. 
Hzreſ.cap.z, Tones that the Scriptures be the Word of GOD. n Yea, we dcfire 
u Bucen. loc, our Opponents to conſider, that upon no other gronnd then this 
com.4.9-13- of Univerſal Tradition,do Chriltians believe that Xſatthew, Lukg 
_—_ Eccl. and Pohn, wrote thoſe Goſpells, in which is declared the Birth of 
"Maris Chriſt: r And, if the Univerſal Tradition of Gods (hurch be 
Lake >. 5. a neceſſary and certain foundation, whereon to build our beliefe 
Jobn1.14 of the ſaid GoFpels from which wee have the relation of Chr; 
Birth ; Te muſt likewiſe be yielded, that Univerſal Tradition is as 
certaine a foundation, whereon to build our beliefe , that Chriſt 
was born on the 25th day of December , and that that day © to be 
yearly celebrated by all Chriſtians in memory thereof ; For both 
# = our 5th thefe are no lefſe aſſured unto us by Vniverſ/all Tradition, s then 
ana 6th $0. the former. Laſtly , It is an inlet to all confuſion and diſorder in 
the Churches of (rift ; For if nothing muſt be admitted, bur | 
what hath Speciall Scripture warrant, eithex i» expreſſe termes on 'ſ 
w See <Quere by ſound conſequence ; w Then it followes undeniably, that che | 
od Lords day and all ſet dayes of GODS Worſhip, ſet Faſt dayes,ſet Le- 
' fures,daily prayers with our Familes,fing ing one Pſalm all together, || 
x Bucan. loc. X erefting (hurches, Parochiall Crngregations, publique catechizing | 
com.43.n.10» of youth,acking Baner,and the Miniſters ſolemniz3ng of Matrimony, 
E xhortations at burials, alt not be admitted ; for none of theſe 
nor many things more, now in praice among us, have any ſpe- 
ciall Scripture-warrant at all, 
In yaine therefore it is and moſt abſurd, for You, ewy Opponents 
to charge us with befooling and miſleading the people : Your owne 
The pra.of praftice, Your own doftrines, ſhall bear witneſſe betwixt us. You, 
Picty, Printed Who perſwade, That Adans kept the Sabbath in the State of Inv 
by R. T. p.233, nocency, (y ) that he ſung Davids Ninety ſecond Plalme on that 
z Dies Domi- day, (x) that GOD Himſelf preached, and ſome of you nnder- 
—_— take to know what were the Dofrines of His Sermon. (a) Do 
: _ Rh Lay you not befoole and miſlead the people? 
of the 6: You, who ſay one while, That G © Þ did not appoint T u n 
week, ſeventh day,the day on Which he reſted te br kept holy, but 4 ge 
4 4) 3 
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[/ dey ; and ſo one day of ſeven be obſerved, no matter which of b, R. Byfeld in ©. 
F | them. (4) Another while, Thar by this Commandement God et =» Dong 
| joynes us to keep holy the firſt day of the week,on which he beges y,r 16.117, 
his work of Creation. (c)Do you not befool and miſlead the people ? c R. Byfield ll. 
You who (forgetting your own Doftrire of the fourth Com- «dp. 117.118. 
mandement) Do teach, That the keeping holy the firſt day of the ? 36. Martindals 
Week,or Lords day Was appointed and prattiſed by Chriſt and his A- " he es . 
 poſiles ; ©) Yet cannot produce ſo much as one Example for it, Fiis Chriflians 
-much lefle a Precept, Do you not befoole and miſlzad the people? daily walk. c.6. S 


CE 


| You, who inferre, B:cauſe S. Pawland the Diſciples at Treas 4 Dr.Twiſſein 
{ ſpent the Whole night of the firſt day of the week, in praying, prea- _ 
| ching, and heavenly conference, in regard he was to leave them and phy, 1 Lie 
#* depart on the morrow ; (ec) THERE FORE S. Paul and the Diſcs. Chriſtians daily 
_ "ples at Troas met that night to keepe holy the day paſt ; (fy 94kc.6.p.158 
'f} THEREFORE 'the Diſciples at Tro45 met every firſt day of the = pegs 
JF-weekto keep the day holy, (pg) Tue RE Form the Church at ry AGASs u 
" Philippi, the Church in C:/:cia, and all Chriſtian Churches did f The Pra. of 
" then keep holy the firf? day of the Week; THERE FORE all the Picty, printed 
-» Apoſtles did conſtantly keep holy that day; TyHErEFors by RT. p.28g. 
I} Chciſ and/his Apoſtles appointed the firſt day of the week.to be for 0 ITS 
Jl Nevercelebrated,in ſtead of the Sabbath. (þ) Is not this pitifull Lo- , =—_ wot TY 
pick ? Do you not befoole and miſlead the people ? ea, dd. Il. 
You, who teli ſtories of an 0/4 Sabbath and a »ew Sabbath, a Þ K-Byfeld, in 


minica.]. x. C. 7, 


of the Lords day : When indeed to call the Lords day the Sab. ; x,, 5.1 
bath is as ſenſcleſle as to call Sunday Saterday, or the firſt day Sabbath.p » 4 
the laſt day of the week : (4) When throughout the Old and 144-146: 
New Teſtament we have not the leaſt intimation of any other *3*Ex0d-37. 
weekly Sabbath, fave the old, Jewiſh, ſoventh day Sabbath: (1) 1 750d 35 
When you your fclves confeſſe, that the Name Lords day is more og AG 
proper and particular, and leſſe obwious to exception, then the Name 17,1 g9,21.] fa. 
Sabbath ; (m) And that the name Sabbath in dignity inferiour 5%" 3c, 

to' both Lords day and Sunday. (n) Doe you not befoole and miſ* k Cur Fer tioning 
leade the people ? n gan 
Y You, that conderane the yeerly Obſervation of Chriſts Birth- dimur, Dave- * 


day 


= 
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nant. 44 Fra- day as Heatheniſh ; Yet acknowledge thi Feaft to bea Foy 
Fern. Commun. tyrion of the ancient Primitive C Church, _ ) Doe you not A 


_—_ and miſl eade the people 4 £ 


CRANES Take ye heed,theſe are not ſmall mat ects: Conſider well 
I'Seeour Anf. your ſelves what it is to ſtand guilty! before 'Gow,. of * belyin 


to Hemings gth Chriſt and his Apoſtles, of wilfull wreſting the a 
Were nday deſig Chris Corrch, of introguring Tu aifone, of Rilhtes 
bor ag wg perjury and Vow: breaking, of railing, ſeducinp, ſpirithall _ 
183.185. other abhominable ſins which ever Haves A chole-who. bye 
'nLec.!l, dd. ceit and untruths do thinke to advance the Honour and $ ; 
Pay. of Gop.Be adviſed ; take time. while time is,xo repent of cho 
oF. Byftetre,... notorious ſlanders wherewith you-have aſpecfed: the ancierig 
of the Sabharh,, approved waies of Gops Worſhip; and let iyhe ny 
pag 134-* your Repentance appeare by the ſpcedy abandoning! of 3 
| Schiſmacicall- unchriſtian practices and principles # ne neg, 

#þ 2 Tim.z. 13, judgement of ſedwcers, to Wax worſe and Worſe, (p) fit 

and Gop in the end deliver you wp 80 ſuch ſtrong delifens 


q2 Thhel. 2-11» YOU ſpould bilieve your owne lies. .q bf ol 
I VeERENVH n * -+W 


| Whether i in caſe you recur no anſwer to theſe. Quzres, ' 1 butt ami 
ſufficient w conclude you utterly unableto give a rational ag - itaf Ya Su 


pra&ice, naw puc upon it? eANSWER. 
Sir; Youhave ay accomnt of our prattice ; -and how Dy as > 


- | weappeale td your own conſcience and the judgement. of 
F -- Chriſtian World. Now qponcunen, take here the words: 
* + ©}. moſteminent D.vine, who e learning and picty hach prated 7 by: 
/ $2.3 Ahitews beyond. exception; Thexe it Tfaich he) (y) #0 day h1 not bn," 
/ on) ſerm. Yy , Chrifts as ha Birth» day; ; hich may appear, if we ſet it 5ns mperi- 
" (6. Þ fon with other dayes of moſt mumgrable-note.as the ay of. his P, 
4 © ReſurreRion, avd Aſcenſibr,#for. the, day of his Paſſion, 
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